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SCOTT HARRIS 
{/ SCOTT@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


t is the Energizer bunny of civic de- 

bates in Edmonton, a seemingly in- 
terminable discussion that crops up 
every few years to occupy the minds of 
politicians and raise the ire of citizens, 
the vast majority of whom have never 
and will never in their lives use the Ed- 
monton City Centre Airport (ECCA). 

With the conclusion of three days of 
public hearings at City Hall, which heard 
from 80 speakers, both pro and con, on 
the issue of closing the old Muni, the ball 
is now in city council's court, and it will 
discuss and potentially decide at a meet- 
ing on July 8 whether to close the airport 
and transform the 217 hectares of land 
into a transit-oriented community for 
over 24 000 people (33 000 including de- 
velopment of nearby land, and more due 
to the lifting of building height restric- 
tions) over the next quarter-century or 
keep Edmonton's second airport open. 

A report prepared for the city estimates 
that based on the current market the net 
benefit to the city after redevelopment 
costs would be between $91 million and 
$335 million, and property taxes would 
deliver up to $23.5 million in additional 
property taxes annually. 

More critically, redevelopment of the 


r down 


land would serve to slow the relentless 
suburban sprawl which has categorized 
the city for so many years, bringing 
more density to the centre of the city 
and more passengers to support the ex- 
pansion of the LRT. It is an ideal project 
to realize the vision ofa smarter, greener 
way to develop Edmonton. 

On the other side of the debate are the 
same dire warnings which have been 
heard before, most of them coming 
from nearby businesses and represen- 
tatives of the Alberta Enterprise Group, 
a conservative advocacy organization: 
we'll lose our status as the "gateway to 
the North" (a bit of a stretch given that 
70 percent of those flights already leave 
from the International), flights will by- 
pass us and drive business to Calgary 
and, most ominously, we'll be putting 
at risk the 400 patients annually whose 
medevac flights land at ECCA—a prob- 
lem for which it's hard to fathom a rela- 
tively simple solution can't be found. 

Ultimately what the debate boils 
down to is which option will deliver 
the greatest good for the greatest 
number of Edmontonians. On that 
measure, it's clear that the best option 
is to finally close “our airport" and use 
the land to the benefit of more than a 
handful of well-heeled businesspeople 
on chartered flights. W 
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: CARDINAL RULES 


ducator and community activist 
Lewis Cardinal, who came within 200 


: votes of an upset win in the contest for a 
: Ward 4 council seat in the 2007 Edmon- 
: ton municipal elections, has announced 
: heplans to seek the federal NDP nomina- 
: tion in the Edmonton Centre. 


"Edmontonians have seen what can 


: happen when they unite behind a pro- 
: gressive voice in a federal riding,” Car- 
: dinal said, referring to the victory by 
: the NDP’s Linda Duncan in Edmonton 
: Strathcona in the last election. "I believe 
: thatI can be that voice.” 


Ifsuccessful Cardinal, who is well known 


: in the city for his years of human rights 
: and anti-racism work, will face an uphill 
: battle in the riding, which Conservative 
: Laurie Hawn captured in the 2006 contest 
: after four razor-thin victories by Liberal 
: Anne "Landslide Annie” McLellan. In the 
: 2008 election, Hawn was reelected hand- 
: ily with almost 50 percent of the vote. The 
: NDP was a distant third, with candidate 
: Donna Martin capturing 15 percent of bal- 


: lots in a riding the NDP has never won. 


"This is not going to be easy," Cardi- 


Edmonton-Centre, I am well aware 
of the opposition and the challenges 
that we'll face.” 


BREAKING HIS OWN LAW? 


Federal Court in Ottawa will hear 
a challenge to the legality of Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper's 2008 elec- 
tion call on June 8, exactly one year af- 
ter the election campaign began. 
Democracy Watch, an Ottawa-based 
citizen's group which brought forth 
the application during the 2008 elec- 
tion, says that Harper's advice to Gov- 
ernor General Michaélle Jean to dis- 
solve Parliament and call an election 
violated his party's fixed election date 
measures which Conservative's 2007 
Bili C-16 added to the Canada Elections 
Act because the government had not 
lost a vote of confidence in the House 
of Commons. The group also says 
the election call violated section 3 of 
the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, 
which includes the right to fair elec- 
tions. Harper's law set a fixed election 
date of October 19, 2009. 
"Overwhelming evidence shows that 
the intent and effect of the fixed elec- 
tion date measures prohibits the Prime 
Minister from calling an election be- 


something that did not occur before 
Prime Minister Harper called the cu: 
rent federal election,” said Duff Con 
acher, the coordinator of Democracy) 
Watch. “The clear intent of the fixed 
election date measures is to make ele« 
tions fair for all political parties and 
citizens wanting to participate in the 
election by letting everyone know well 
in advance when it will happen." 

Conacher added that one of the main 
goals of the application is to prevent 
future prime ministers from calling 
snap elections. 


THIS AIN'T WHAT DEMOCRACY 
LOOKS LIKE 


new report by the advocacy group 
Public Interest Alberta says that Al 
berta has the least democratic political 
financing laws in Canada, including no 
limits on campaign spending, contri 
bution limits which are double those o! 
the next least restrictive province and 
no bans on corporate or union dona 
tions. The report also points out that 
the province has no financial rules for 
party nominations or leadership races 
The full report is available on the 
group's website at pialberta.org. 
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Into the belly of the beast 


Edmonton's intrepid urban explorers go where no one has gone before 


SCOTT HARRIS 

// SCOTT@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
eA EAN HIN NAD ETAL AAIMNARS HAN 

t's almost midnight by the time I 

find myself swinging my legs over 
the top of the temporary fence, tak- 
ing a quick glance at the "No Tres- 
passing” sign as I pull myself up and 
drop down on the other side. 

I crouch low and doa short scamper 
to join the other three people who 
went over the fence before me be- 
hind one of the tires—which is as tall 
as lam—of a looming yellow piece of 
construction machinery. A short wait 
while a series of cars pass, and then 
one by one we hop another small 
fence and descend the metal ladder 
on the inside edge of a large, circular 
opening which leads into the bowels 
beneath Edmonton. 

The darkness envelops me as I de- 
scend, and the sound of my boots 
hitting each rung echoes off the 
concrete walls. When my feet finally 
hit ground again, some 20 metres 
below the surface, I turn and flip on 
my headlamp and stare down a long, 
concrete tunnel about five metres in 
diameter, which stretches off into the 
distance. At the end of the tunnel I 
can see a feeble light cutting through 
the blackness. 

The air is musty and there's a slow 
trickle of water down one of the walls. 
At the edge of a narrow track leading 
down the long tunnel there's a giant 
car full of batteries, labelled "Danger: 
Corrosive.” We squeeze by it, step- 
ping over chains and hand tools piled 
on the ground and start the long walk 
down the tunnel, voices echoing off 
the round walls. Running the length 
of the tunnel are power cables and a 
giant length of tubing used to pump 
fresh air into the tunnel when work- 
ers and machinery are in full swing. 

At the end of the tunnel—352 me- 
tres long, as helpfully labelled in 
black marker on the wall—we come 
upon a the giant boring machine 
which cut through the earth to build 
the tunnel, its giant blades and teeth 
encrusted with hardened dirt, its 
controls a series of old school levers, 
lights and buttons. 

The people I’m with talk knowledge- 
ably about the equipment and the in- 
‘ricate system of drainage tunnels— 
built to carry rainfall runoff from the 
Streets above to the river—running 
beneath Edmonton, a system this 
tunnel will likely soon be a part of. 
it's an intriguing world that's been 
running beneath my feet my entire 


Edmonton's underground //supplied 


life, one I've never seen or consid- 
ered before now. 

It's my first taste of urban explora- 
tion, the passionate pursuit of in- 
dividuals in cities around the world 
whose curiosity about the unseen un- 
derbelly of the built urban environ- 
ment drives them to explore places 
most of us will never see: abandoned 
industrial sites, decrepit old build- 
ings, underground drains and storage 
tanks and the myriad other hidden 
infrastructure which makes modern 
urban life possible, and I've got to ad- 
mit, it's pretty freaking cool. 


One of the people who has guided 
me down into this previously unseen 
world, nicknamed Molgy, an experi- 
enced Edmonton urban explorer who 
has visited hundreds of sites in the city 
over the years, says he came by his pas~ 
sion for urban exploration naturally. 

"T've always had this strange draw. It's 
very hard for me to explain because it's 
kind of ingrained in my psyche," he ex- 
plains. "As long back as I can remem- 
ber I've had these weird dreams about 
strange built environments, strange 
places. I have pretty distinct memories 
of being young and trying to get my 
Dad to take me into storm drains and 
things like that." 

When he was in high school a teacher 
mentioned the existence of "mall rats," 
the people rumoured to live in the 
concrete catacombs of West Edmon- 
ton Mall, and Molgy was so intrigued 


I COME FROM A LAND DOWN UNDER >> Urban explorers plumb the depths of 


he tried to find them, without success. 
But that experience led to other ex- 
plorations around Edmonton and in- 
creased curiosity about what else was 
out there. 

"After that I was really interested in 
it, so | went and looked online. I just 


"typed in ‘abandoned buildings’ and the 


first site I found was from Montréal, 
but then I kept finding these sites and I 
would just pore over them for hours and 
hours, looking at these photographs,” 
he recalls. 

The growth of urban exploration as a 
pursuit has gained popularity in tan- 
dem with the growth of the Internet, 
and there are dozens of sites dedicat- 
ed to the topic, from stunning photo 
galleries of noteworthy explorations 
to how-to lists for neophytes interest- 
ed in exploring their home town. The 
Urban Exploration Resource (uer.ca), 
for example, is a sprawling resource 
of photos, discussions and tutorials 
offering advice on everything from 
avoiding detection to taking better 
photos in dark tunnels to what kind of 
respiratorto buy. Since itwas launched 
in 2002, the international community 
that contributes to the site has gener- 
ated over 205 million pages of content 
and some active discussion threads 
have thousands of views. 

The popularity and global nature of 
urban exploring has also created celeb- 
rities who are known worldwide for the 
locales they have visited, and some, like 
Sydney, Australia's Siologen, travel the 
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world to explore and photograph sites 
in other cities. 

“Ifyou look at the community ofurban 
explorers there's a lot of prestige and a 
lot of pride involved,” explains Molgy. 
“Some of the really big names, people 
who have a lot of cred and are consid- 
ered legit and are well known, they 
could go anywhere in the world and 
other explorers would be like, ‘Yeah, I'll 
show you around," 

Part of that prestige comes from being 
the first to discover a site, which some- 
times means discovering places which 
no one has seen for years or decades. 

"You get in there and then you don't 
know what to expect. You have no idea. 
If there's a building that you want to 
look into but you know that 20 people 
have been inside already, sure it's still 
interesting—I'd still do it—but you'd 
have an idea of what's in there or at the 
very least you'd know you aren't the 
first one." 


Aswidespreadasthehobbyhasbecome, 
it's not without it's risks. Venturing 
into places like underground drainage 
tunnels, even for the most experienced 
of urban explorers, can be a delicate 
balance between insatiable curiosity 
and personal danger, and many of the 
online discussions revolve around how 
to stay safe while exploring. 

"There's countless times when I've 
been doing something and kind of 
realized, ‘Wow, this is really danger- 
ous. | don’t know what the air is like 
down here, I don't know if this stair- 
case is.going to hold me up, | don't 
know if there's squatters around the 
corner that are waiting to smack me 
because they think I'm coming to get 
them,” says Molgy. "I've never been 
hurt, never been caught, never gotten 
into trouble, but I do know people that 
have been pretty badly hurt, so it can 
be pretty dangerous.” 

And, of course, most urban explora- 
tion is also totally illegal, an element 
which Molgy says certainly adds to 
the excitement of it, but is far from the 
whole point of the pursuit. 

"It's not just that it’s a prohibited 
area, because there's plenty of pro- 
hibited areas that I have no particular 
desire to see, that would be boring— 
an office, someone's house is a pro- 
hibited area but I have no desire to 
go into a private residence and look 
around—but it's partly that it's off- 
limits that adds some of the fun to it,” 
Molgy says. "The main thing is that 
it's a place that you're curious about, 
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you want to know what's there, maybe 
you see something that most people 
don't see, maybe it's a really freaking 
weird view, or maybe you figur 

how something works because it. 
But beyond that—and I can’t really ex- 
plain it very well—I have this strange 
urge to go and see these things, which 
Ican only say is almost semi-religious 
It's really ingrained in me.” 

Despite the illegal nature of it, Molgy 
Says that the vast majority of explor- 
ers are respectful of the places they 
visit, not taking anything or damag- 
ing them in any way. "Most people are 
very conscientious about not alter- 
ing the site, because they want other 
people to be able to find it and get that 
same feeling,” he says. "They're just 
curious.” 

While different explorers have dif- 
ferent passions, Molgy says he's most 
fascinated by the abandoned detritus 
of modern society which, like mod- 
ern-day Pompeiis, provide a snapshot 
into the past. 

"I really, really like very old aban- 
doned buildings like factories and in- 
dustrial places. I'm interested in the 
decrepitness and the disrepair and 
the collapse. I think it's fascinating,” 
he says. "I used to read a lot about 
societal collapse and peak oil and all 
that stuff, so just to go and see what 
an industrial site looks like 20 years 
after it's been abandoned, just the 
fact that you can go and be ina place 
that was an incredibly important in- 
dustry, an economic site that maybe 
would be a billion-dollar replace- 
ment cost, the kind of place that men 
and women spent countless years of 
their lives working in and produc- 
ing things and then for reasons that 
seem fairly distant and confusing 
to a lot of people it shuts down, and 
what's left? You'll find a sink full of 
dishes that never got washed, you'll 
find bathrooms that have soap and 
tampons, all sorts of things. 

"It’s just interesting to see these once- 
super important places abandoned. 
And this reaches its zenith in certain 
types of sites: power plants or mili- 
tary installations or water tunnels, the 
kinds of things that cities or countries 
or civilizations, they were crucially im- 
portant to society at one point in time 
for good or for bad, and to see them 
just tossed aside is just very interest- 
ing, and it makes me kind of think that 
it wouldn't be so far of a jump to see 
an abandoned Edmonton one day. It 
wouldn't seem that strange to me.” W 
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Who's doing the math here? 


Province announces $3 billion royalty break, needs to trim $2 billion from budget 


RICARDO ACURA 
// UALBERTA.CA/PARKLAND 


Last week, a friend of mine posted some 
Edmonton Journal news stories on her 

Facebook page, and followed them up 
with the question, "Who's doing the 
math in this stupid province? It's a 
question that really is hard to fathom, 
especially given the various announce- 
ments and policy initiatives undertaken 
by the provincial government over the 
last couple of weeks. 

Last Thursday provided an especially 
glaring indication that it would seem as 
though the Conservative caucus had lost 
all of its calculators, and that its collective 
mental capacity was not up to the math- 
ematical challenge of understanding that 
two minus three equals negative one. 

On that day, Alberta Treasury Minister 
Lloyd Snelgrove called together leaders 
from Alberta's labour movement, Alber- 
ta's professional associations and various 
other community groups. In total, close 
to 100 people were summoned to hear 
Minister Snelgrove tell them that the 
province was in serious financial trouble 
and would soon need to identify $2 bil- 
lion in savings if they were to meet next 
year's budget goals. 

The government claimed the meeting 
was intended to let key stakeholders in 
on the fiscal challenges facing the prov- 


ince over the next year, and invite them 
to be active participants in finding solu- 
tions to those challenges. A more cynical 
view, however, would suggest that the 
meeting was intended to issue a warning 
to these groups that they are about to 
bear the brunt, once again, of the gov- 
ernment's financial mismanagement and 
to keep their funding requests, salary 
expectations and programming require- 
ments way, way down. 

We saw something similar in the Klein 
years when the former premier brow- 
beat provincial unions and organizations 
into voluntarily taking wage rollbacks, 
on the understanding that if they did so 
they would be saving the jobs of their 
colleagues and securing service levels 
for their constituencies. Of course, after 
all the unions agreed to cooperate and 
take the rollbacks, their colleagues still 
got fired and their operating budgets still 
got decimated. Alberta's labour leaders 
in particular would do well to keep that 
history in mind as they ponder what they 
were told at that Thursday meeting. 

At pretty much the exact same time 
that Minister Snelgrove was asking the 
assembled leaders to help him find $2 
billion in cuts, Alberta's Energy Minis- 
ter Mel Knight was also talking about 
Alberta's economy. He had assembled 
the press to announce to them that ef- 
fective immediately the province would 


be providing Alberta's natural gas indus- 
try with a brand new $15 billion royalty 
break. He also announced the extension 
of two royalty breaks initially announced 
last March. In total, the cost to provin- 
cial coffers of these breaks would be in 
the neighbourhood of $3 billion over the 
next two years. 

The theory behind the natural gas roy- 
alty breaks is that they will encourage 
gas companies to begin drilling again, de- 
spite the depressed North American gas 
market. What they fail to understand is 
that gas prices are down as a result. of 
a significant amount of new gas com- 
ing online in the United States, and that 
bringing more Alberta gas online will 
only succeed in bringing prices down 
further. They also ignore the reality that 
gas companies are leaving the Alberta 
market because our gas deposits are old 
and our reserves dwindling, as opposed 
to those in Saskatchewan and BC which 
have barely been tapped and have a long 
future ahead of them. Unlike the provin- 
cial government, gas:companies can gen- 
erally do math, and it makes no sense for 
them to put holes in the ground when 
the resource is $3.25 per thousand cubic 
feet, regardless of what the royalty rate 
might be. 

Likewise, the activity of oil companies in 
Alberta's oil patch is not determined first 
and foremost by royalty rates, but rather 


by the price of the resource. The spring” 
royalty break failed to stimulate drilling 
because the price of oil remained at un- 
der $50 per barrel for the better part of 
the winter and spring. Now that the price 
of oil is pushing $70 per barrel again, ac- 
tivity in the oil patch will slowly begin to 
pick up. Here again, oil companies are not 
stupid—they know better than to take 
$50 oil out of the ground when they can 
wait and take that same oil out of the 
ground at $75 or better. 


The bottom line is that the $3 billion in 
royalty breaks will accomplish neither 
increased drilling or economic stimu- 
lus. Add to that the reality, established 
in the government's own job and eco- 
nomic multiplier numbers, that energy 
extraction actually results in the lowest 
job creation and GDP creation per dol- 
lar Invested of almost all sectors of the 
economy, and you wonder what exactly 
the government is trying to do. Is it really 
just a matter of padding the pockets of 
their friends in the oil and gas sectors? 
In short, the only thing these new roy- 
alty breaks will accomplish is a $3 billion 
hole in the government's coffers over 
the next two years. Apparently, the way 
they have decided to pay for this $3 bil- 
lion shortfall is by taking it directly out 
of the pockets of public servants and 
out of the public services and programs 


that Albertans rely on. 

It really is simple math. If you need to 
come up with $2 billion in reduced ex 
penses, your first step should not be to 
give up $3 billion worth of revenue. Not 
introducing the royalty breaks would not 
only eliminate the need to cut the $2 bil- 
lion from the budget, it would leave an 
extra billion kicking around for spending 
on things like health care (which Is also 
about to have its budget decimated), 
infrastructure, schools and education, 
arts and culture and social services. All 
of which, by the way, generate more job 
creation and GDP growth per dollar in- 
vested than does the oil and gas sector. 

The question my friend asked on Fa- 
cebook is really the question all Alber- 
tans should be asking. Who is doing the 
math in this province, and who is their 
inability to add and subtract benefit- 
ting? The sooner Albertans figure that 
out, the sooner we can get on with the 
business of electing a government that 
manages our dollars in: our interests 
rather than mismanaging them in the 
interest of the oil and gas sector. Isn't 
it time the numbers started getting 
crunched in our favour? W 


Ricardo Acufia is executive director of the 
Parkland Institute, a non-partisan public 
policy research institute housed at the 
University of Alberta. 


The mortality of the Dalai Lama 


"The Dalai Lama equals non-violence, and : 
without him there would be violence," said : 


Lhadon Tethong, executive director of Stu- 


dents for 2 Free Tibet, a couple of months : 
ago. In Beijing, Chinese writer Wang Lixiong : 
agreed: "if _ the Dalai Lama does not re- : 
turn to Tibet before he dies, the moment : 
that he dies will see general riots across : 
the Tibetan areas of China.” And he is going : 
: big political problem. 


to die, probably fairly soon. 


The Dalai Lama will be 74 next month, 
and he has been in hospital three times : 
: in the past year. He presumably believes : 
that he will immediately be reborn as : 
soon as he dies, but the traditional search : 
for the child who is his next incarnation : 
could take years. Waiting for that child to : 
grow up and become the Tibetans’ next : 


leader will take several decades. That is a : : 
: knows that such a future willarrive.So : 


The core of the problem is that his 


? role as defined by tradition embodies 
5 both political and religious authority. 


Religious questions rarely require in- 
stant answers, and Tibetan Bud- 
dhism has flourished for many 


rent 20-year gaps in the high- 


est leadership job. Political 
decisions, on the other hand, 


separate those two roles. 


: The Dalai Lama has been raising this : 
: possibility for years, only to have it re- : 
: peatedly rejected by his adoring follow- : 
: ers. He brought it up again at a congress 
: of the Tibetan exile community not long : 
: after last year's bloody anti-Chinese ri- : 
2 ots in Tibet, saying that his moderate, : 
: "middle-way" approach to the Chinese : 
: authorities in Beijing, seeking only au- 
: tonomy and not independence for the 
p country, was having no success. 


Maybe it was time for him to take a 


back seat and let the younger genera- ; 
tion of leaders In the community deal : 


with that thorny problem as they saw : 
: the man himself—so maybe now it ac- 


fit, he suggested. The congress rejected 


the suggestion, reaffirming him as their : 
political leader. They simply could not : 
: sion problem, but it has implications : 
: that should concern the Chinese govern- 
: ment. A Tibetan prime minister elected 
solely by the exile community cannot : 


imagine a future without him. 


The Dalai Lama himself, however, 


centuries despite these recur- : 
: for the material world something dif- 
: ferent is required. 


need to be made promptly— ; 
so maybe the solution is to : 
: that period is over," he says in the video. 


: he has now released a video in which : 
: he urges the Tibetan exile commu- 
= nity to embrace democracy and stop : 
: depending on a political leader who : 
: is essentially (at the risk of sounding : 
: disrespectful) picked at random. That : 
= on Tibetan autonomy and discouraging 
: talk of outright independence. A prime 
i minister elected only by the diaspora 


may serve for religious purposes, but 


"The Dalai Lama held temporal and spir- 5 
itual leadership over the last 400 or SOO : 
years. It may have been quite useful, but : 


"Today it is clear to the whole world that 


democracy is the best system despite its ; 
minor negativities. That is why it is im- : 


larger world community." 


‘ portant that Tibetans also move with the : 
> out that Tibetans have not forgotten 


It's a nicely crafted statement that : 
does not trample on anybody's reli- : 
gious sensitivities, but what it means is : 


: that political leadership of the Tibetan =: 
: exile community must move from the 
: Dalai Lama to an elected prime min- : 
: Ister. Such an office has existed since : 


2001, but until now its holder has de- : 
ferred to the Dalai Lama in all impor- = 
: by violence. But a lot of Tibetans would 
? like to try, and Beijing will miss the Dalai 
: Lama when he's gone. W 


tant decisions. That has to stop, says 


tually will 
That Is a neat solution to the succes- 


hope to have the political authority of a 


: “living Buddha" within Tibet. 


For almost half a century the Dalai 


? Lama has used that authority to restrain 


Tibetans from open revolt against China, 
always seeking negotiations with Beijing 


could not do that even if he wanted 
to—which he might not. 
China has never appreciated the Da- 


; lai Lama's services, of course. In classic 
: imperial style, it assumes that material 


improvements in the living standards of 
its subjects will make them forget their 
nationalist aspirations. When it turns 


them, as was brutally demonstrated in 
last year's anti-Chinese riots in Lhasa, 
Beijing blames “outside agitators" and 
*plotters” like the Dalai Lama, whom it 


: calls "a jackal clad in monk's robes.” 


In fact, he has been feeding tranquil- 
izers*to the Tibetan population for de- 
cades, in the (probably accurate) belief 
that Tibet cannot win its independence 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 


: pendent journalist whose articles are 
: published in 45 countries. His column ap- 


pears each week in Vue Weekly. 
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1 The Black Eyed Peas 


- Boom Boom Pow 
2 Pitbull 
1 Know You Want Me (Calle Ocho) © 
3 Kid Cudi 
Day 'N' Nite 


4 Soulja Boy Tell'em 
Kiss Me Thru The Phone 


5 Eminem 
Crack A Bottle feat. Dr. Dre and 50 Cent - 


6 Flo Rida 
: Right Round feat Kesha 


7 Sean Kingston 
Fire Burning 


8 Jamie Foxx 
Blame It feat. t-Pain 


9 Eminem 
We Made You 


10 Jeremih 
Birthday Sex 


DIBS 


EXCLUSIVE RINGTONES 


TEXT “DIBS” TO 4321 & HAVE 1ST DIBS 
DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR 

VIRGIN MOBILE PHONE! 

THIS WEEK'S 

FEATURE 


CLASSIFIED 
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GAMES >> MICHAEL JACKSON'S MOONWALKER 


A WHOO-hoo! in memoriam 


WHOO-hoo! 


That unmistakable hoot-howl, at once : 
lilting and tormented—I'm reminded of : 
Werner Herzog’s line on the Amazon ! 


jungle: "the birds do not sing; they 
shriek in pain"—is that sound 
that comes forth when you 
drop a credit into a Moon- 
walker cabinet. It used to 
be the loudest sound in the 
arcade, louder even than 
the theme music from the 
TRON game; you always knew 
when some poor sucker, his curi- 


osity having got the better of him, was : 
about to enter Michael Jackson's virtual : 
futuristic dance-battle adventure. Some- : 
times you'd get a savvy repeat customer, : 
or a multiplayer group of them, who : 
knew what a merciless quarter-sucker : 
the game was, stocking up on continues : 
right off the bat, as I'm doing right now: : 
WHOO-hoo! WHOO-hoo! WHOO-hoo! : 
: picture going "Michael, you look fantas- : 
: : Kryptonian Science Council sentenced 


WHOO-hoo! WHOO-hoo! WHOO-hoo! 


I'm not really standing in an arcade, and : 
I'm not really feeding a week's worth of : 
allowance into a real Moonwalker ma- : 
chine. This is all virtual, emulation. That's : 
the beauty of digital media; it may exist, : 
pristine, forever. Long after the last phys- ; 
ical Moonwalker cabinet is broken down : 
and shipped to a Ghanian recycling centre : 
to have the precious gold acid-leached : 
out of its circuit boards, we'll still be able : 
to play the game itself, on our laptops : 
and iPhones, on any electronic device : 
that can be coaxed or hacked into run- : 
ning an emulator, in perfect fidelity. As | : 


» amdoing now. In memoriam. 


Comix-style panels fly across the 
screen, setting up the scenario. An evil- 
grinning unsavoury type known as "MR. 
BIG The Boss"—I know he's known as 


said, it doesn't matter who's wrong 


to Just Beat It. 


A little picture of the King of Pop comes = 
onthe screen—this is 1990, andit's weird; : 
at that point M's epic self-mutation was : 
: is supposed to be. Either way, | rescue a 
little girl trapped by magic rings like the : 
: cares? Robot Michael Jackson's got 
= lasers enough for everybody, but all 
: the little kids trapped in those magic 
: rings (note to self: MR. BIG The Boss a 


already as legendary and rubberneck-fas- 


cinating as his musical and choreographic : 


accomplishments, but I'm looking at that 


tic! You can stop there!"—and registers 


his displeasure In a two-frame animation. : 
One defiant “HOOO!" later, and it is on, : 


motherfuckers. On the streets. 


Michael Jackson's not too keen on : 
guns or knives or swords; his weapon is : 
Dance itself, augmented by glowing blue- : 
white lightning bolts of pure will that he = 
shoots out of his hands like a taser. He : 
can also drop a funky Dance Bomb on : 
the whole place; accidentally, fumbling : 
around the keyboard trying to figure out : 
the controls, this is the first move | trig- : 


ger. A spotlight comes out of nowhere— 


ewvtic 


foymevly of Windows Salen 


ek. on Stety profiles on 
heent+ingyeo wcalon.co We 
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this because he seems to be wear- : 
ing a sign to that effect—is kid- : 
napping children for some rea- = 
son. It can't be a good reason; : 
at best it could be a morally : 
ambiguous reason. Whatever, : 
Michael Jackson's not having : 
any of it. Besides, as he himself : 
: does the killing; maybe Michael bor- 
or right. He is going to show them how : 
funky and strong is his fight. He is going : 
> riosities, knowing it would come in handy : 
when MR. BIG The Boss made his play : 
= gun arms outstretched like a mummy 
4 or a zombie, just lasering the living shit 
: out of everything. BYOO-BYOO-BYOO. 


: or maybe Michael has a fleet of choppers 


providing airborne pyrotechnic and light- 
ing support?—and a move is righteously 
busted, its power such that MR. BIG 
The Boss's henchmen, a weird mix of fat 


suit types—are compelled to helplessly 
dance along until it kills them. 


does this thing where he flings his hat 
and it flies around the screen trailing 
magical sparks before returning to him, 


rowed the hat from Oddjob, or bought it 
at an auction to add to his Cabinet of Cu- 


for the innocent children of Michael- 
jacksonville or whatever this weird city 


= ones Marlon Brando used to keep Gen- 
eral Zod in the prisoner's box when the 


him to the Phantom Zone. She gives me 


really into preparedness; all their kids are 
packing either EMS-grade trauma kits or 
Dance Bombs—and runs off. 


but there sure are a lot of them. Are they 
really mercenaries, | wonder, or did MR. 
BIG The Boss just send out an open cast- 


gangsters from the '20s and sci-fi jump- : 
: alls and a longshoreman's jersey? It's 
: Bubbles! Bubbles, over here} Whaddya 
Or does it? At the end there, Michael : 
: more Dance Bombs, or ... oh. Oh, OK 
: You turn Michael Jackson into a robot 
: I totally get it. 

boomerang-style. Maybe it's the hat that = 
= guns, no. But Robot Michael Jackson? 
; He fucking loves guns, laser guns espe- 
: cially. He loves laser guns so much that 


a first-aid box in gratitude—the parents : 
: and guardians of Michaeljacksonville are : 
: cheerful thank you—very polite, these 
: Michaeljacksonian sprouts—and hand 
? over their first-aid kits, happy to help 
Dance, dance, dance; yaargh, yaargh, : 
yaargh. These thugs go down pretty easy, : 
? a couple of Tilt-A-Whirl carriages with 
: flamethrowers where the seats ought 
: to be. Yeah! 
ing call and recruit every up-and-coming : 
: backup dancer in the state? A paycheque's : 


? a paycheque when you're struggling to the 
t top, and some of these guy display some 
} pretty sick moves before the Dance Bomb 
? (or maybe the hat) kills them for not being 
! awesome enough. 


Hey, is that a chimpanzee in over- 


got for me, little buddy? Maybe some 


Michael Jackson's not too keen on 


instead of hands he's got laser guns 
Now he's just walking with his laser- 


BYOO! It's kind of hard to aim, but who 


Kryptonian? Investigate further) aren't 
even scared or anything. They just say a 


Robot Michael Jackson hand-laser his 
way to the end-level miniboss, which is 


Haters, step right off; Michael Jackson 
was fucking awesome. WHOO-hoo! W 


food. Th le morning about seven 
the egg hi 


and dairy products completely. 


"But it was also a way to get control of : 


my eating,” he says. "I've never been what 


id of the 


s rainbow trout with head ; 
ict, Buchanan has always : 
an aversion to animal-source : 


people would consider overweight, but : 
when | turned 30 my metabolism got up : 


from the table and left." 
two years ago, at which point 


He went to his doctor, who 


iron deficiency. 
So, recently, he's been reconsidering 


considering. "Whether or not I'm going 


something | still have to think about. But 


cally to another change." 


Everything went well until about : 


"Ironically, | was doing some- : 
thing to be healthier, and here : 
Iwas doing harm," he muses. B12 : 
shots helped, but tasted bad and : 
hurt. At some point he also developed an : 


: bring and keep my insulin levels down to : 


} Manage my weight and be well. 
: his vegan choice. Nothing definite, just : 
ing breakfast for his son, : 


cracked was “already doing : 

eggs are supposed to do."It was the : 
ee He stopped eating meat, fish : the reasons | became vegan don't make 
r } any sense if I'm going to limit my op- : 
portunities by compromising my health. = 
: | want another 40 years of active living. : 
It's just a matter of adjusting psychologi- : 


veganing? 


| offered a few of my own reasons for : arteries and joints instead of our bones. : 


: : But there's more. 
: feeling it lately, I've become gluten in- : 
exhaustion all but stopped him. : 


rejecting veganism. At 50-something and 


tolerant and insulin resistant and have a 


Maybe I'm just not as highly evolved as many 
vegans appear to be, but I seem to have evolved to 


need the iron provided in red meat. 


counters stress and aging and keeps me 


The higher our insulin levels the greater 
the magnesium loss too, which in turn 
drives sodium and fluid retention, de- 


: process called glycation, which is dam- 
age by sugar much like oxygenation is 
The higher our insulin levels the lower : 
; our DHEA, that beautiful hormone that 
to make a transition into meat again is : 


damage by oxygen. Glycation alters 


} the proteins in our bodies so much 


: : that white blood cells try to get rid of : 
: sleeping like a baby andis worth its weight : 


: in gold to me at this stage of my life. : make more protein to meet our repair 


: and maintenance needs. Glycation sets : 
; up an inflammatory reaction and ages 
us, which is exactly what I'm trying 
creases energy levels, increases blood : 
: pressure and deposits calcium in our : 


hard to avoid these days. 
And, maybe I'm just not as highly 


: evolved as many vegans appear to be, 
: but | seem to have evolved to need the 
Excessive insulin also increases the : 


: stickiness of our blood, increases our 


: problem with grain-based diets. |need to : risk of heart disease and facilitates a 


: iron provided in red meat. | also need 
i all the brain-and-skin-nourishing es- 
; sential fatty acids | can get, and all the 
; protein-synthesizing,collagen-forming, 
: enzyme-producing, brain-powering and 
; immune-optimizing zinc | can get. Both 
= are abundant in organic meats. 


The least invasive solution to my ex- 


: cessive insulin production and almost 
: certain eventual type II diabetes is 
: exercise and ditching the convenient, 
+ inexpensive, tempting and addictive 
; grain-based diet | love. (And to help 
; the process, key insulin-sensitizing 


them. Our bodies then in turn have to : supplements such as vanadium, glu- 


: tamine and chromium.) 

| admire the pragmatism and absence of 
+ ideological disapproval | met this week 
: in David Buchanan—who, for those not 
? tuned in to live radio at midnight, can 
, also be found at asparagusgreen.ca. W 
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_ PROVINCE // HEALTH CARE SPENDING 


BOB THE ANGRY FLOWER 


ee 

No crisis: report 
Province needs to look at both sides of 
ledger to see if health care is affordable 


SCOTT HARRIS 
Jf SCOTT@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


rovincial spending on health care 

is not out of control and the Al- 
berta government should not be look- 
ing at cuts to the health care system as 
it struggles to deal with a ballooning 
provincial deficit, according to a re- 
port released June 25 by the University 
of Alberta-based think-tank the Park- 
land Institute. 

The report, Crisis? What Crisis?, says 
that while it's true that health care 
spending has been steadily increasing 
as a percentage of the overall budget— 
now accounting for roughly a third of 
total spending—because the size of 
the provincial economy, measured by 
the province's gross domestic product 

s increased at the same time 
ith care is more affordable 
than before the deep cuts made by 
the Klein government starting in 1993. 

“If you have a household and you've 
got some kids and their medical costs 
have been going up, you don't immedi- 


. that you have to cut their 


medical costs; you would first look at 
your income and ask if you can afford 
it,” explains Diana Gibson, the. insti- 
tute’s research director. "And that’s the 


the story that hasn't been told in 
. Yes, health care costs have been 
e extent, but ourincome 


up to sor 
has also been going up dramatically.” 

Gibson says that relative to the size 
of the provincial economy, spending 
on health care today, at 3.97 percent 

GDP, is actually lower than it was in 

0, when it accounted for 4.45 per- 

of GDP and has been relatively 
stable for more than a decade. 

“As population grows so should health 
care costs, as inflation goes up so should 
health care costs and as our economy 
rows so should our health care,” she 
Says. "We should be looking at the in- 
come side, not just the expense side of 


the budget. Affordability is about in- 
come and expenses combined, so if you 
put those together then Alberta has no 
issue at all, because at approximately 
four percent of GDP we're low by na- 
tional and international standards, and 
that’s immensely affordable." 

Gibson says that while some areas of 
health care have seen increased costs— 
most notably pharmaceutical costs and 
out-of-pocket expenses—the increase 
in the proportion of the budget taken up 
by health care is explained in large part 
because government spending overall 
has decreased since the early '90s and 
health care has been cut less than other 
areas. The real problem, she adds, is on 
the revenue side, where the government 
has forgone $8 — $15 billion a year in po- 
tential tax revenues and royalties from 
the oil and gas sector. 

Despite a projected $4.7 billion deficit 
and expectations the actual figure may 
be as muchas $2 billion higher, Gibson 
says now isn't the time for the deep cuts 
seen in the Klein era. 

"We say that the government shouldn't 
be talking about cuts at all. Absolutely 
not health care and not anywhere in the 
budget should we be seeing cuts at this 
point," Gibson argues. "The economy 
has gone into a tailspin, every other 
government nationally and internation- 
ally—except Saskatchewan—has put 
out stimulus packages, has increased 
spending in real dollars in their bud- 
gets. Alberta is one of the only ones that 
hasn'tand itwasthe one that could most 
afford to put out a stimulus package. 

"And health care is the perfect place 
to do that; health care gives you seven 
times the jobs per dollar invested as oil 
and gas—the only place this govern- 
ment has been throwing money—it 
delivers an incredibly important service 
to the people and it’s the top priority for 
taxpayers. Three great reasons for the 
government to be putting money there 
in this recession." WV 
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Here we are in 2009 and despite the naysayers who insist that we're all on the downslide now, Edmonton is still alive and 
well. Sure there have been some defections to other places, but a lot of us are still here. Why, you're wondering? What is i 
that makes the city so special? Well, rather than throw together one of those lists of best-this-or-thats; Vue's writers have 
put their heads together, stepping off the beaten path to come up with the bestest of the best—those strange and curious 
wonders that make Edmonton a place worth sticking up for. Welcome to the Bestest of Edmonton 2009. 


Bestest contributors: Mike Angus (MA), David Berry (DB), Paul Blinov (PB), Jonathan Busch (JBc), Jan Buterman (JB), Xanthe Couture (XC), Erika Domanski (ED), Amy Fung (AF), Kristina de Guzman (KDG), Sara 
Hamilton (SH), Sue Karp (SK), Alexis Kienlen (AK), Maria Kotovych (MK), Fawnda Mithrush (FM), Bryan Saunders (BS), Chris Thrall (CT), Vikki Wiercinski (VW); Illustrations by Josh Holinaty // holinaty.com 


BESTEST EXAMPLE OF URBAN AR- : 


CHITECTURE THAT WASN'T 


We love our river valley, and the Mut- : & 


tart pyramids help define Edmonton in 


almost any downtown landscape pic- : 
ture. Wouldn't it have been wonderful : 
to have those same pyramids, illumi- : 
nated, stretched and angled over the : 
entryways to our city? It would have : 
been a stunning testament to our vi- : 
sion for the city and the pride we take : 
in the place we call home. Instead, : 
Edmontonians Chose to fill potholes. : 


Sorry, Gene Dub. CT 


BESTEST USE OF TAXPAYER MONEY : 
After what seems like years of con- : 
struction, the Louise McKinney Park : 
is finally done and—with its sweet : 
riverfront location—it's quickly be- : 
coming the place to hold concerts, : 
throw parties and just generally have ; 


a good time. BS 


NE FROM ASO 


NG BY ALOCAL ARTIST 
cd % eee ; 


be 


and maybe slow some of this outra- : snowed by the emergency medical 
geous urban sprawl that is covering : claims: STARS can land on any hos- 
_ : prime farmland with indistinguish- : pital in the city. CT 

: able beige McMansions. Don't be : 
: ARTISTIC TYPE 


WORSTEST USE OF TAXPAYER MONEY 3 i 
have been better spent on public tran- : 


The 23rd Ave interchange. Massive : ey 
sit), traffic nightmare after traffic : Q j p ! 


cost overruns ($300 million that could : 
nightmare and it's still not done.BS : BESTEST PLACE TO BUILD A GLASS SPHYNX ; = 


BESTEST TRAFFIC CIRCLES 


Sherwood Park, you may find your- : 
self wondering what that gorgeous— : 
almost monumental—garden is doing : 
in the middle of the road. It's secretly a : 
traffic circle, and it's not the only one : 
: that stupid baseball bat. SK 


to be found in this suburb. KDG 


WORSTEST TRAFFIC CIRCLE EVER 


On 118 Avenue right before 97 Street, : 
in Westwood. It’s far too close to 97 : 
Street, and when the lights are red : 


: Right by the Muttart Conservatory, next to all of those glass pyramids. Maybe throw : 
: inaglass obelisk while you're at it. We can rename the city Giza North! BS : 
If you don’t typically drive around : 


there, the traffic circle becomes a : 
parking lot and nobody coming from : 
101 Street can get around. It’s ludi- : 
crous. And all you have to look at is ; : 
: of the city when the refurbished In- : 
: ternational is just 40 minutes from : 
downtown? With a single step, our : 
: city could uncap building height re- : 
strictions, gain a huge parcel of de- : 
veloped land in the middle of the city : 


: BESTEST EXAMPLE OF LOBBYISTS : 


OVERRULING PUBLIC INTEREST 


The City Centre Airport debate is : 
absurd. I have lived in Edmonton : 


for almost 30 years and have never : 
known anyone who has flown out of : 
it. Who can possibly justify the need : 
for this white elephant in the middle : 


: I'vebeenin Edmonton for aboutayeat, 
? after living in a variety of other cities 
: including Saskatoon, Vancouver and 
: Montréal. In no other major Canadian 
: city have I spotted such a wealth of 
: Converse sneakers. I’m not sure what 
: it is, but people seem to love them 19 
> this city. I've seen them on musicians, 
: writers and visual artists. I once went 
; to a party where about seven or eight 
: of the attendees were wearing Cons. 
: The Con—the essential shoe for Ed: 
: monton artists. AK 
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BESTEST EVIDENCE OF A GYPSY INVASION 
The Str8 Up Gypsy Cab. A couple of local musicians started this venture as a way to get their friends around town last 
summer. With a growing clientele and three big ol’ boats on their roster now, these guys work solely on the barter 
system for fares—no $6 late-night surcharge, no waiting on hold, just cruising in the poofy upholstery of their white 
Crown Vic, complete with tassels lining the dashboard. There's usually a violin in the trunk, too. If you're lucky enough 
you might just get a gypsy serenade. FM 


fi ; / yf, 
Mb nie" wn thle 


MOST OVERRATEDEST CULTURAL : 
CELEBRITY 

The West-End Dancing Guy. Yes, free- 
dom of expression is important. No, 
they shouldn't be ticketing the poor guy : 
for exercizing his right to be a terrible 
dancer in public—no matter how dan- : 
gerous to personal or driver safety. But 
c'mon, is this really the last bastion of 
public art? Do we really need to see Fa- : 
cebook groups and major print devoted : 
to this guy on a weekly basis? Please, 
we'd rather see more about the busker : 
who plays recorders through his nose. 
Now that’s talent. FM 


: Don Koziak never got this sort of recogni- 
: tion from any community, nevermind the : 
: arts one. I'm thinking the next politico-ce- 
: leb turned artistic obsession will be Coun- 
: cillor Ben Henderson. What a cutie. Don't 
: you just want to pinch his cheeks? FM 


: BESTEST SIGN WE ARE OUT OF THE 
: DEPTHS OF WINTER 


wearing shorts even though its only 


; five degrees. XC 


: BESTEST SIGN WE ARE IN THE 
: DEPTHS OF WINTER 


: Your friend has been carless for a week 


SESTEST PUBLIC ART IDEA 
The city is evidently examining the fea- : 
sibility of getting local artists to paint : 
city buses. This is such a good idea I'm 
sort of worried that they won't actually : 
go through with it. DB 


BESTEST INSTANCE OF LOCAL POLITICS : 
IN THEATRE 
Vanessa Lever's Letters To Noce has to be : 
one of the funniest things to happen to a 
mayoral candidate in decades. Honestly, : 


Fitness from the inside out 


: CONVERSATION 


=} town area during the noon hour. What 


: because she forgot to plug it in. XC 


: loves the eavesdropping. JBe 


: BESTEST (WORSTEST?) JOB | NEVER 
; WANT TO HAVE, BUT AT THE SAME 
: TIME KIND OF DO 

: You know those green-clad Metro men 
: and women on the street, thrusting 
: their free papers upon your unwanting 
: hands as you walk to the LRT? They get 
= Spotting the first guy on Whyte Ave : 


15 bones an hourto do that. That's more 


: tempting than I'm comfortable admit- 
> tingin print. PB 


: BESTEST PLACE TO TAKE A BIRDBATH, 
: EAT AHOT DOG AND BE AT A FESTIVAL 
: AT THE SAME TIME 

: A multi-tasker’s summertime dream, 


: the fountain in front of City Hall is the 


BESTEST PLACE TO LISTEN TO MUNDANE 


Any food court in the central down- 


: centre supervisors and law secretaries 2 
: have in common? They love sharing : 


the details of their RRSP investments, : 


: condo renovations and their new : 


cancer-prevention yogurt diet. And | : 


: perfect spot to take off your flip flops, 
: wade around while eating a smokie 
: and watch someone teeter around on 
= stilts during one of the many summer- 
: do office adminstrative assistants, call- : 


time festivals at Churchill Square. XC 


BESTEST PLACE TO BATHE WITH THE 
HOBOS 

The fountain in front of City Hall. I 
always shudder just a little when I 


Summer Session begins July 6th 


Mat & Equipment Classes: A full body workout, incorporating 
the traditional Pilates repertoire with elements of yoga) 
core fitness training and injury prevention 


Personalized & Rehabilitative Training: One-on-one training 


with an instructor for a more concentrated approach. 


CORE 


STRENGTH . 


BALANCE . 


Minus the recession and deficit 
Spending that had to happen, the 
public relations snafu the Alberta 
governmentcommitted in April was 
pulled right out of the book of PR no 
no's. in it'was discovered thatits 
photo of two kids by a beach was ac- 
tually a stock photo shot ona beach 
near the British village of Bam- 
burgh, the proof was in the pudding 
that contracting out the big wigs for 
your $25-million rebranding cam- 
_Paign is not a foolproof way to look 
intelligent. KC 


The NDP overthrow of the Conserva- 
tives in Edmonton-Strathcona. ED 


For left-leaning Edmontonians ev- 
erywhere, NDP candidate Linda 
Duncan's surprise victory over 
an unsuspecting Rahim Jaffer in 
Edmonton Strathcona provided a 
much-needed morale boost to an 
otherwise disappointing 2008 fed- 
eral election. News of Duncan's 
1ith-hour surge at the polls pulled 
the rug out from under Jaffer, who 
was halfway through his victory 
Speech when his aide had to pull 
him aside to warn him that, unlike 
the rest of the province, his riding 
of 11 years was far from tied up in 
blue. Meanwhile, across town, NDP 
Supporters went from their usual 
careful optimism to near hyste- 
ria aS the polls closed, indicating 
that Duncan had indeed stolen the 
night. MA 


Winning an orange NDP seat in al- 
berta’s blue conservative sea was 
pretty big news, but the bestest mo- 
ment of was easily incumbent Con- 
servative Rahim -Jaffer's spoken- 
too-soon victory speech, given just 
afew moments before his 800-vote 
lead began to dwindle, to finally be 
overtaken by environmental law- 
yer Linda Duncan. Jaffer then van- 
ished without officially conceding 
defeat. He hid from the press for a 
couple of days, and upon his return, 
chalked his disappearance up to a 
spur-of-the-moment marriage to fi- 
ancé Helena Guergis (she'd won the 
seat of her Ontario riding). It was 
a bizarro conclusion to such an ar- 
rogant political gaffe, but to me it 
made the election: for one night, 
Albertan politics were a based-on- 
a-true-story underdog movie in- 
stead of an oumessly repeating Em- 
pire Strikes Back. Also, all of this 
happening The Ranch makes the 
whole thing better somehow. PB 


Stephen Harper proroguing the 
government. All politics aside, ev- 
eryone got a crash course in par- 
liamentary law and we collectively 
started to understand the individu- 


io 
FLEXIBILITY 


POLITICAL HAPPENING OF THE PAST YEAR 


al roles of each me:nber of govern- 
ment, including that of the mon- 
archy. It kind of shook everyone 
up, garnered some bemused inter- 
national attention and, for a little 
while, everyone cared what was go- 
ing on in Canadian politics. SH 


500 ducks die in a Syncrude tail- 
ings pond. In protest, 11 Greenpeace 
members illegally enter Syncrude's 
Aurora property and hang some 
banners, Police issue fines of $287 to 
each protestor for trespassing, but 
no criminal charges are laid. Syn- 
crude is unsatisfied and sues Green- 
peace for $120 G00 in damages. 
Provincial and federal governments 
are unsatisfied with Synerude and 
charge Syncrude with “failing to 
have proper bird deterrents in place 
at the tailings pond” and "allegedly 
depositing a substance harmful to 
migratory birds in waters frequent- 
ed by birds,” charges that carry 
Maximum fines of $500 ooo and 
$300 000, respectively. The year- 
long media shitstorm: priceless. BS 


There was a lot of political noise in 
the past year, from pooping puffins 
and coalition/prorogation to Al- 
berta’s first deficit in 15 years and 
some guy named Obama. Only one 
story truly stood out as the best po- 
litical happening in Edmonton over 
the past year, however. On October 
14, Rahim Jaffer read a terse state- 
ment to rescind the jubilant victory 
speech he had delivered to support- 
ers just hours earlier. Linda Duncan 
was elected the first NDP member 
of Parliament in the federal riding 
of Edmonton-Strathcona by a mar- 
gin of 442 votes. She represents a 
single splotch of orange in Alber- 
ta's perpetual sea of Tory blue, and 
Edmonton-Strathcona redeemed 
the province. CT 


Ben Henderson and Don Iveson rid- 
ing a tandem bicycle through the 
Pride Parade. Or someone writing a 
play about Robert Noce. FM 


Doug Elniski slides in at the last 
Minute with his relentlessly sex- 
ist, hilariously clueless advice for 
junior high girls. For starters, “If 
you want equal, it comes in little 
packages at Starbucks” is actu- 
ally a pretty good line; secondly, 
it's got to make Mrs. Elniski a lot 
more interesting to talk to at par- 
ties (assuming Doug lets her out of 
the kitchen); more importantly, 'm 
pretty sure that after 30-odd years 
of incompetence and pigheaded- 
ness, it’s basically going to take the 
PCs pissing on babies to get ousted 
in this province, and this is a good 
start in that direction. DB 


421-9853 


Edmonton Studio 


10565-1174 Street 


Sherwood Park Studio 
#100, 2693 Broadmoor Bivd. 


www.integrationpilates.com 
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with police pursuit. JB 


BESTEST REASON WE NEED FLYING CARS! 
Alberta generally seems to adhere to the principle of "go big or go home." Edmonton specifically excels at this principle when ; 
it comes to ravenous SUV-ready sinkholes and one of the largest collections of potholes in an area not officially declared a : 
combat zone. Edmonton streets are obviously made for low-speed chases—one navigates at one's own risk even when not : 


Smdy massage therapy without . 
giving up your day job? Sure, 


We offer a two-year distance-learning 
therapeutic massage that is affordable, 
thorough, and prepares students for a 


THE 


MH VICARS SCHOOL 


of MASSAGE THERAPY 


professional career. 


course in 


Apply Now 
Call 491-0574 


Get the whole story. ace 


DISTANCE-LEARNING ALTERNATIVE 


www. mhvicarsschool.com| 
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there all of the time. It's a nice 


: tion to the downtown core .., but I've 
: watched one too many homeless peo- 

i ple shamelessly use the pool as hele | 
> : personal bathtub.ED 


e 


aie cl 


one A. Milner Public Library. Did : 
you know there are needle drops inthe : 
stalls in the washrooms? After you're : 
high, you can check out the wide va- 


riety of books and magazines, the art 
gallery, or catch a free movie if it's a : 
: Edmonton's strengths; for those people 
: interested in different cultures’ cui. 
BESTEST RIDE TO FREAK OUT ON : 


Sunday afternoon. SK 


WHILE BAKED 
The Canada Place elevators. These glass 


: boxes whip up and down 16 floors fast- 
: er than any other elevator in the city. 
: Though the view of the brick flooris not : 
: totally incredible, they always seem to : 
: be scarcely used, so there's lots of room : 
to lean right up to the glass and pretend = 
you have the power to fly (straight up : 
and down, at least). This is also a good : 
t it's a block of shops that dot both sides 
: of 34 Avenue between 94 and 92 Street 
: Even if you can't sew, there are miles of 
i stunning fabrics and printed sari silks 
: that you can drape across a meditation 
BESTEST CHARMINGNEIGHBOURHOOD : 
: or sarongs. Spice shops and curry joints 
The slight sketchiness east of Canada : 
: bejeweled bindis and Bollywood DVDs 


vantage point to note the Bestest Visual 
Evidence of the Recession: the Employ- 
ment Insurance application line is actu- 
ally longer than the passport line. FM 


TO STUMBLE UPON 


Place quickly transforms if you stum- 


ble upon a staircase by Rowland Road : 
= and literally walk right into atree-lined : 
neighbourhood right on the edge of : 
the North Saskatchewan river. It's like : 
a suburban scene from Revolutionary : 
: Road, minus the bad ending. They also : 
; have a community hall that resembles : 


es 


__ : OK, so some 


See eee 


SOME OF THE cere OUT in 
SOME SKETCHIER PART 
| OF TOWN. 4 


: bit rundown. But these locales are a\s,, 
: home to some of the best mom-anc 

pop restaurants in this city. I've eaten 
bsonglare Mexican, Laotian, Porty. 
: guese, Chinese, Canadian and quite a 
i few other cuisines after taking a look 
* around some of the neighbourhood; 
that many people might write off a; 
too sketchy. Multiculturalism is one of 


sines, Edmonton certainly offers a huge 


t variety of restaurants, delis and baker- 
: ies to try. And when more people visit 

: neighbourhood to explore it, the safety 
: factor of the area improves, too. MK 


BESTEST PLACE TO FIND SILKS For 
YOUR OPIUM DEN 

If you're into DIY and are savvy with a 
sewing machine, you'll find a slice of 
heaven way down south in Little India— 


room, throw overlamps oruseas scarves 
surround the area, and there's bangles, 
galore. All cheap like borscht. FM 


BESTEST PLACE TO FEEL LIKE You 
ARE IN A EUROPEAN CITY 

104 Street off Jasper Avenue is get- 
ting to be a pretty cosmo place. It even 
landed itself a shout out in the Globe 


'S ISLAND PARK 


10 AM - 


10 PM 


IN CONIUNCTION WITH THE CANADA COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS 


AFRIKADEY! FESTIVAL 


Wig] i 
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— 
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ALTERNATIVE CLOTHING & FOOTWEAR 


11460 112 Aven 
780.760.1290 
WW WKINDREDINTENSIONZ. COM 
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BESTEST ADVERTISER AMNESIA 


Seriously guys: remember the pond bit in the phrase "tailings ponds"? Remember the dead ducks? Every time 
Isee the trees revealed to be a refinery in the water's reflections, I hear a gabble of softly suffocated quacks. JB 


and Mail this past year. The strip has been the site for ; 
: carts, sprinting children, everybody not speaking 
: English and walls full of gloriously grotesque pick- 
: led goods. If nothing else, the parking lot could be 


the downtown farmer's market for a century, and is 
revitalizing with condo high rises, boutique shops 
and foodie restaurants filling up the windows of the 


ornate brick buildings. The grocery store mecca of : 
everything overpriced and gourmet is right on the : 
: country ofa billion people. FM 
nals to those who might miss the real little Europa : 
boulevard that this street is marking its territory as : 
: Green onion cakes are ubiquitous in Edmonton, but 
: strangely there's no other city in North America that 
: features them on almost every single Asian-inspired 
: menu. There's no other city in Canada (that I've lived 
; in) that has a green onion pancake booth at local fes- 
the store packed with all the salty, seafoody flavoured : 
: ton-centred phenomenon developed after one local 


corner. The ideal spot for parking your Vespa, it sig- 


espresso-al-fresco-friendly for good. XC 

BESTEST WAY TO REMINISCE ABOUT YOUR 
GAP YEAR TRIP IN ASIA 

Visit the Lucky 97 market on 97 Street. Notonly is 


treats you remember (like dried-up squid and sea ur- 


chins), butit's also bumper to bumper with shopping 
in the running for inclusion in Playstation's Beijing 
Taxi game—traffic like you can only experience in a 


BESTEST ASIAN TREAT 


tivals or downtown in the summertime. The Edmon- 


BESTEST PLACE TO WIPEOUT ON ROLLER BLADES 

Heading down the hill on 109 St towards the Highlevel Bridge south of the river. You'll even have the 
perfect audience of cars lined up to witness you doing it, especially during rush hour. Try a face-first ap- 
proach for maximum effect. ED 


JUL 8, 2009 


BESTEST LOCAL UPSIDE 
ay TO THE ECONOMIC 
a) DOWNTURN 


pESTEST PLACE TO BEGIN A CAREER : 
AS A PIRATE 5 
The Santa Maria at West Edmonton Mall. : 
Man the cannons! (Watch out forthe sub- : 
marines though.) BS 


BESTEST MALL ART 
The white-bearded guy who paints in : 
Bonnie Doon Mall. He has great stuff : © 
that’s beautiful to look at, and he paints : 
right there. He's likea crazy leather vested : 
white pony-tailed Edmonton mall version : 
of the ‘fro painter from Access television. 
He lets you stand really close so you too ; 
can breath in the paint fumes. SK : 


BESTEST MALL CONSTRUCTION : 
Two contenders: Southgate and King- > 
sway. Winner: Kingsway. Only because : | 

the mall had already looked more dat- : © 

ed, the midway expansion leaves the : 
facade of mall looking like that super : 
engorging scene from Akira, but inthis : 
case, the hidden monster of beams and : 
glass will swallow up brickandconcrete : 
enroute to taking overthe world. AF : 


WORSTEST OVER-HYPED MARKETING : 
The zillions of "AUG 5” billboards and : — 
sparkly signs everywhere. Makes you : 
think it’s going to be something really : 
exciting, right? Well, you might bealittle : 
disappointed when you find out that all : 
of that razzle-dazzle is only forthe open- : _ 
ing of the expansion at Southgate Mall : 
... not The Beatles getting back together : 
and Britney Spears opening forthem. ED : 


eyatlitl' = 


1O9TS SS Avenue | 780.435.2674 Lwww redbike. a 


BESTEST PLACE TO HOLD OFF THE : 
ZOMBIE INVASION : 
The Hotel MacDonald. Protected byariver : 
on one side, built on a steep hill and with : 
its high, fortified wallsit'stheperfect place : 

to hold offthe undead horde. BS : 

BESTEST PART ABOUT LIVING IN : 
DOWNTOWN EDMONTON : 
Walking from wherever at any time of : 
day and seeing everyone being mixed : — 
into one big stew pot of cohesive com- 
munity: the drunk wandering next to : 
the $80 000 beamer, the kids laughing : 
at the bus stop, the little old lady cross- : © 
ing the street, the health nut going for : | 
a run and the person blaring bass too : 
loud from his passing car. XC : 


BESTEST WAY TO SPEND A WEEKEND : 
DOWNTOWN c 
Who says the downtown is dead on : 
the weekends? Well, whoever they are, : 
they've never been to the Downtown : 
Farmer's Market on 104 St, because not : & 
only is the place packed with people ev- : 

ery Saturday, butit'salsothebestplaceto : 
get your fill of folly crafts, artisan goods : 
like cookies and wine and fresh—and I : 
mean fresh—fruits and vegetables. BS 


Co-ed , Tournaments 
and nts for Adults 


Summer Leagues Begin July 12 
Register Now! 


780.429.GAME (4263) 
MSPORTSCLUB.COM 
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EDMONTON-CENTRE MLA 


Proud to represent 
Downtown Edmonton! 


780-414-0743 e www.laurieblakeman.com 
edmonton.centre@assembly.ab.ca 


MacEwan 


think Ahead 


Can't get into the program you want? Need to upgrade? 
MacEwan can help. 


Preparation for University and College 
Improve your high school grades * Fast track your way to admissibility 
Receive a personalized plan for success * Apply early to be eligible for 
funding « Complete high schoo! equivalent courses ifva college setting. 
Start in September. Call 780-497-4029 


General Studies 

Earn university- and college-level credit * Choose from a range of liberal 
arts courses * Work on program requirements * Take optional high School 
equivalent courses. 


Start in September. Call 780-497-5653 


Two programs, one purpose. Think MacEwan. 
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BESTEST WAY FOR DUDES TO DETER THE LADIES 

Men of Edmonton, I'm going to criticize you for some of your nasty facial hair. As a 
woman of discerning taste, I'm not going to fault you for some of your more tasteful : 
beards or sideburns, but some of this facial hair madness has got to stop! The porn 
mustaches, the unkept mustaches, the mustaches that make you look like my dad! I'm 
not sure why this bad facial hair craze has caught on, but it's got to stop. I know that 
there's a certain joy to transforming your face by celebrating your ability to grow hair, 
but you should take an informal poll among your female friends. You might get more 
looks from the ladies if you cleaned up your crazy whiskers. I'm just saying. AK 
SS 


BESTEST SIGN ITS SUMMER IN ED- : : 
: BESTEST ALTERNATIVE TO BLOCK- : 


MONTON 


When every slush machine in every conve- : 
nience store has been depleted to the point : 
: nearly every movie that's in at rental 


that it pours out melted syrupy juice, XC 


WUEWEEKLY // JUL 2 — JUL 8, 2009 


BUSTER'S WEIRD LATE FEE RULES 
The Public freaking Library. They have 


eG asee 


} stores and a respectable selection . 
: odd and rare titles—plus a massiy- 
: foreign film section. Go online at ep| 
+ ca and order whatever film you wan, 
: shipped to the closest branch. You go, 
all movies for free for at least five day; 
and the late fee is—get this—gi/q., 
} It's even easy tounderstand! Stick i ;, 
: the cash-grabbers and get thee to +. 
: library. You do pay taxes for servic. 
; like these, you know. FM 


: BESTEST PLACE TO TAKE YOUR Doc 
: TO PICK OUT VIDEOS 

: Edmonton may not be as dog friend\ 
t as Vancouver or Montréal, but there 
: are still a few places where you can 
: go out in public accompanied by Fido 

: The Movie Studio on 109th is extreme 

: ly dog-friendly and staff members 
: will not blink an eye as you and your 
: four legged friend travel through the 
: aisles, looking for that cult classic or 
: that new release. There's a water dish 
‘ in the corner, and the staff members 
: even have doggie treats that they'l| 
: offer you for free when you go up to 
: pay. If you need to take your dog for a 
: walk and pick out a movie at the same 
: time, this is the place to go. AK 


> BESTEST POPCORN 

: The Princess Theatre. I'm not sure what 
: they putinit (crack?) butfor some reason 
: the popcom at the Princess is the best in 
: the city. Maybe it's the perfect ratio of ker- 
: nels to buttery topping? Or maybe that’s 
: just the taste of being cultured enough to 
: take ina filmas opposed toa movie. In any 
: case, the folks at that theatre know how to 
pop a mean bag. ED 


i BESTEST $5 MONDAY NIGHT DATE 
: Considering how much it costs to sec 


it's easy to come to the Yukon 
for three days or three wee! 
visil 
www. flyairnorth.co 
for flight information or let 
send you information on drivi 
the Alaska Highway 


Call or write the 
Tourism Coordinatior 
City of Whitehorse, 
121 2nd Ave, 
Whitehorse, Yukon 
YIA 2€2 
= (867)668-8687 
| or Fax la gaaee 
| now, for your FREE Vocation 
Package including your 
2009 CD-ROM. 


Or visit us on our extensive 
websites... 


_wonw.tourwhitehorse com 
_www.visitwhitehorse.com 


~at sATTANT 
BESTEST LAMPPOST DECORATION IN FRONT OF AN ADULTS-ONLY STORE 


BESTEST PLACE TO SPEND A BEAUTIFULLY SUNNY 


SUMMER DAY 


_ Although the river valley is the ob- 
- vious choice here, go out on a limb 
and try the Legislature grounds. 
Where else in the city can you get 
a tan and feel like you are a part 
of the Democratic process? Set up 
camp with a picnic lunch and feel 
like a kid as you scream unneces- 
_ sarily when splashed with the icy 
ic cold spray of the fountains. After 
you have had enough sun, or if the 
_ person in charge of the picnic lunch 
e only brought brown bananas and 
_ soda crackers, take the surprisingly 
quick mosey south across the High 
Level Bridge to some of Edmonton's 
best restaurants on 109 Street. XC 


If you find yourself festival-less 
in Festival City’s summer sun, no 
place in town beats the heat like 
Rundle Park. On our city’s eastern 
frontier, Rundle is low enough to 
catch some of the river valley's cool- 
ing breezes. There is a killer Disc 
Golfcourse, paddle boats and apark 
_ for the young'uns. The concession 
" stand is open most of the time, and 
~ there are usually plenty of opposite 
sexy types. Rundle sits at the end 
of our extensive river valley trails, 
so joggers or cyclists can start from 
the University and make a day trip 
there and back with a picnic lunch. 
{Rundle Park ee as “Best- 


Peres’ LIS 


nad / 
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THE WORLD’s 
GREATEST 


S PLING wnio 


Dp 


™! 


BESTEST OVERNIGHT TRIP FROM EDMONTON 


IRT STORE 


WHITEWATER RAFTING PACKAGE HORSEBACK RIDING PACKAGE 


1402 Bow Valley Trail 
Canmore, Alberta T1W 1N5 
www.canmoreinn.com 


PACKAGE INCLUDES: mai $109 PACKAGE INCLUDES: 


-Rafting at the Kananaskis River or the Ch ow Fy ; Bx. thems yh tai » -Two hour horseback riding in the 
Horseshoe Canyon oat i .  —_ Rockies 


-Deluxe room with 2 queen beds . ¢ f 3 9 Deluxe room with 2 queen beds 
-Free deluxe continental breakfast -Free deluxe continental breakfast 


-Three-story waterslide, indoor pool, x , =. . } A Three-story w slide, indoor pool 
hot tub and fitness room 2 ; las aes, hot tub and fit room 


Local 1.403.609.4656 
Toll Free 1.888.678.4656 
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BESTEST WAY TO PISS OFF A CHEF 
Finding morel mushrooms in the River Valley. They're incredibly rare and look like shriveled, inverted cow tits, but man are 
they ever coveted by the cooking community—and damn tasty. Of course, if you don't know exactly what type of mushroom 
itis, you shouldn't eat it, yada yada. Get yourself acquainted with a mycology buff (or become one yourself) and whip up some 
gravy with these tasty ‘shrooms. Your culinary pals will cringe with jealousy. FM 


! “a = comic-book-turned-Michael-_ : BESTEST EVIDENCE THAT EDMONTONISA PIECES FROM Akiko, 
y-abomination, the Edmonton Film I : 
__ Society's Monday night screenings of BRED a ery. s Ea Hees, Tage, 
_ classics at the Royal Alberta Museum : z Lauren Moshi, 
are a downright steal. You get to see Hol- D Ss s proof Anama, Yumi 
___ lywood greats as they were meant to be fes aren't even ¢ ‘mean, what the he C ’ 
seen, surrounded by an ever-so-quiet, : Sea ; satu : ery 
mostly silver-haired audience. $5 per flick r e 0 spend endless colum: nes ire True Religion, 
for non-members, and you get to learn a J ‘be about whether arent Hudson, Tag, 
little too with a bit of witty preamble de- c D Sapa Resco ext Miss Me, Mek, 
livered by an ancient cinephile. FM. ry of A m é . ey 
Rock & Republic, 


sasTEST WAY TO SPEND $10 IN he bra : nergy they invest in mak William Rast, Joe's, 
NTON omeasig Sa ng : , 
Buy a ticket to the Lunchbox shorts rid yisn'tadestination—it's | “zens of Humanity 
during the Edmonton Film Festival. 2 rwe aren't. If Seven for all Mankind, 
Lunch, independent cinema and I : , Goldsign, 
Post-screening debate all provided : Som Edelman, 
for one low price. XC e d r a Ugg Australia, 


BESTEST WAY TO SPEND $100 IN uns § : ‘ Nine West, 
cong at pall ee | neh, 

a great deal on a swanky down- a : ; ‘ ‘ 
town hotel mid week and telling people terch es (in WEN Soia & Kyo, In Wear, 
in the hotel lounge over drinks you are poin t h Part Two and 
“here on business” when really you're : | nad: ; SO MUCH MORE! 
just unemployed and have too much id ful ; 


time on your hands. XC. tetas 
oe “(tac aes, ae BELLA MAAS 
ecgrguameman or som | Ss | Me vOut Ove 
dochpanteteeen Ce : t 11 Athgbascon nil i eel 

arch youtube for “That's Edmonton : 7 Sen ; Ahab 562 470-7467 
Jackson” and find a delightful mash-up ; a 
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find it here... 


ealermnientsport. 
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of Nik Kozub's "That's Edmonton For : 
You"—the last track on an album of lo- ; 
: dies and men of BrontoScorpio, w}, 
pions—and that song Michael Jackson ; 
wrote for’the Free Willy Soundtrack. : 
The songs fit atop one another with a : 
hilarious, spooky snugness, and though : 
this mash-up appeared weeks before : 
Jackson's untimely death, it now holds : 
a peculiar poignancy because of it—to- : 
tally aided by a montage ofthe touching : 
| BESTEST RHYMING BAR NIGHT 

: Beers For Queers has been a pret; 
BESTEST REFERENCE TO LORENA : 


cal artists celebrating the City of Cham- 


moments in Free Willy. PB 


BOBBIT 


tainly did at the end when Gervais's 


perverse narrator character got his ; 
: 100 Avenue has been given rights to 
Spurting blood from the nether regions : 
and walking around with pants at his : 
seeing Edmonton theatre's : 
golden boy getting castrated had to be : 
: ders what the other pothole-riddle 
lights of the season, And he turned out : 
: provides the perfect opportunity | 

: stroll, sit on a bench, stroll anothe; 
: two metres, sit again and observe t! 

I'm sure there are at least a few dudes : 


BESTEST TREND IN EDMONTON 


wang whacked off in the show's finale. 


ankles, 
one of the off-off-off Broadway high- 
so darn loveable in Buddy. FM 


BESTEST EJACULATION 


Ambitious, artsy young people buying 
up homes near Alberta Avenue. FM 


Giving young artists high-profile 
goverment money. A rapper as Poet 
Laureate and an indie rock concert 
in the park to kick offa sustainabili- 


ty conference are a pretty nice start. — 


{hope this one lasts a while. DB ~ 


Despite the headaches of tearing up 
Edmonton’s busiest streets, the LRT 
expansion is one sure sign that City 
Hallis finally putting its money where 
its mouth is and embracing public 
transportation. While other big-ticket 
infrastructure projects, like the 23 Av- 
enue overpass, mount at a snail's pace 
only to facilitate greater automobile 
traffic to nowhere, the relative speed 
at which the LRT expansion is ad- 
dressing the challenges of core neigh- 


bourhood traffic is a welcome break. 


from Edmonton's penchant for creat- 
ing car-dependent neighbourhoeds. 
Who knows? At this promising rate, 
the much-needed night bus service 
might not be far off either. MA 


Construction, No, really. Much of the re- 
cent construction is for LRT expansion. 
Any action that our city can take to im- 
prove the public arpa telecast aces 


around who will disagree, but |, 
going to have to give it to the fine | 


capped off a show that involved ,; 
eating of an angel's heart and +}, 
violation of a chicken with a mon. 
shot—courtesy an elaborately ¢,,, 
structed dildo—that left the Empre. 
stage sticky for the better part of 
week. DB 


consistent hit since its launch |, 


: summer. Whatever the season, 7} 
Jesse Gervais getting castrated in Pig! : 
It was all-around hilarious, disgusting, ; 
and offensive, but if Kristine Nutting's : 
back-door peep show at Chez Pierre : 
didn't make you cringe at first, you cer- : 
: BESTEST STREET TO STROLL with 


Empress on the last Thursday of eve 
month turns into the only acceptab}: 
place to listen to Kylie Minogue 
public, AF 


BOWLER HAT AND CANE 

line the street with busts of impor 
tant figures and many a park bench 
and a fountain. It does have a nice 


view of the river valley, but one wo; 


streets would think. Regardless, it 


slight change in view. XC 


cap and oxfords and taking a stylish 
spin around your neighbourhood. SH 


Little restaurants serving delicious 
food in faraway neighbourhoods. VW 


A trend that fits Edmontonians like 
a glove is the infamous flannel shirt. 
And the funny thing is, you don't 
even have to be a poser to pull this 
_ one off as everyone has either owned 
a flannel shirt or had a grandpa or 


"uncle with a background in rough- 


ing it in the woods who does. For 
get Uggs, skinny jeans and wayfarer 
sunglasses, wearing a flanne! shirt is 
actually practical and makes sense in 
our harsh northern climate, plus you 
will fit the part if you have been sum- 
moned to chop down a tree. XC 


Its history stretches back to the dawn o! 
civilization, but I love watching it rear 
its head in Edmonton's popular cul- 
ture after a long hiatus. I'm referring 
to the local food movement. Though 


t 


y 


DAYTRIP FROM EDMONTON 


‘and celebrate all things pump- 
cin eo kp 


‘British Columbia to enter their giant 


_ gourds in the weigh-off The weigh off is 
_judged in front of a packed arena as local 


Wearing orange jumpsuits carry the 
uumpkins on and off the stage. This isn't 
_justa site, it's a spectacle. For more infor- 


‘mation, you can always call the pumpkin : 


hotline at (BOGS Sis. AK 


Elk Island National Park is only an hour 
from Jasper Ave and at less than $10 per 


ie plains bison, which were hunted 
near-extinction in the great western 


no other spot can touch the 


: national park that isjust outside our back 
is door. Stay over inside or just outside Elk 
_ Island and make a weekend ofit with the 
~ nine-hole golf course, on-site theatre pro- 


ductions or the Ukrainian Cultural Heri- 


~ Want to see all kinds of really big stuff? 


The ‘weigh station an hour or so north 
( just outside the hamlet of 
nebase of Highway 63 sees.all 


juL2—- 


: BESTEST PLACE TO FIND “GHETTO 
: WANNABES” 


: I find it amusing when people who : BESTEST THING ABOUT LIVING IN: 

don't live in Mill Woods don't set foot : THE SUBURBS OF EDMONTON : 
into this suburb for fear of getting : Taking advantage of the heavily-used : 
stabbed. ButI find it even more hilari- : commuter roads paid for by the taxpay- 


+ ers of Edmonton. XC 
selves tell other people that they're : 


from “the Hood,” claiming that they : 


ous when Mill Woods residents them- 


5 
LE) ¢ 


The 


Edmonton Queen 
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wouldn't be dving either of those if; you re 
; Weren't up to something nefarious. AF 


: the LRT is currently arriving on. Hey, 
; ETS: there are only twotracks. On top of : 


- : that, one always goes north, the other : 
; BESTEST STRETCH TO GET STOPPED : 


_ : BY THE PO-PO 

: The annoyance of getting stopped by the : : 

: police for jaywalking on Whyte or Jasper E BESTEST PLACE TO HEAR WORDS OF 
: has slightly subsided, and so the bestest : GRATITUDE 
: place to get stopped by the popo is once : Fm not sure if this is an Edmonton 
: again in the suburbs, the deep suburbs, : 
: especially if you're walking, and/or we 


: ing a hoodie, because you obviously 


: always goes south. Did you really think 
: people were going to get confused? DB 


, : thing or not, but I often hear people 


shout “Thank you!” to the bus driver 


: before getting off the bus. And when 


: four or five regular reading series in 
: this city and there are ab 


; you start to hear “thank you's at every 
; Stop, it’s hard not to notice that po- 
: liteness can be infectious. KDG 


: BESTEST WAY TO MEET LITERARY 
: LADIES 


: Edmonton is literally (pun intended) 


: crawling with poets. There are at least 
: BESTEST PLACE TO READ A BOOK : 

live in the most dangerous part of : ORDO YOUR HOMEWORK 
: the city, where robberies and drive-by : ETSbuses—especially ifyou're goingfrom : 
: shootings are a daily occurrence. Has : one side ofthe city to the other. KDG 
} anyone been to Jackson Heights (aka : 


: Sherwood Park 2.0)? Millbourne's : BESTEST SIGN THAT THE TRANSIT 
, + a bit shady, but no, Mill Woods isn’t : SERVICE DOESN'T HAVE MUCH FAITH 
: a ghetto. It doesn’t even come close : INITS RIDERS 


to being Downtown, much less the : 


of poets 


: at each of these. Most of t! 

: Series have strong female conting 

: So if you're a dude who likes to disc 
: the merits of Al Purdy, Wal 
: and (gasp) the local Edmonton writing 
: community, you could do worse th 

: love that they announce which track : 
: Bronx, so the constant comparison is : 

! sarcasm at best. KDG 


t Whitman 


to head down to a poetry reading 


: ina while. AK 


BESTEST IMPROMPTU WAY TO KILL 


: AN AFTERNOON 

: Drag your friends off the 1 
: buy yourself some picnic grub find 
: a bench—preferably with a v 

: something other than a r 


uise your drink of cho 
aper coffee cups and be glad yo 
oing something other than play 


: Nintendo Wii. XC 


«pcrience unlike any other. uy 


: 


Riverboat | 
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BESTEST EXAMPLE OF URBAN ARCHITECTURE 


Management 


Bachelor of Man agement 
‘Leadership Marketing * Human Resources 
* Private & Public Sector Orientation 
* Management Competencies 
Ph: 780-413-7831 


managementsciences.concordia.ab.ca 


Public Health 


Bachelor of Environmental 
Health (after degree) 


+ Comenunity Levolvement* Practical skill development 


© Werk experience * Expert Instructors 
Ph: 780-413-7812 


www.envirohealth.concordia.ab.ca 
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Systems Security 

aster of Information Systems 
Security Management 

* Ceypengrapby « Echics + Cyber Law + International research 


faculty * Serong management focus best practices and 
standands for security * Collaborative input ino design 
Ph: 780-413-7822 
www.infosec.concordia,ab,ca 
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BESTEST HIPSTER GATHERING 


The Royal Bison Craft & Art Fair. I don’t think you'll ever see so many hipsters 
all in one place! (That is, of course, unless Fleet Foxes came to play a show here.) 
Selling their wares like homemade buttons, pretentious ‘zines, silk-screened 


? BESTEST REMINDER THAT ONE DAY : 
: OUR CIVILIZATION AND THE MEM- 

: ORY OF HUMAN BEINGS WILL BE : 
: LONG EXTINCT : 
: Keillor Road that used to link Fox Drive : 
: with Saskatchewan Drive and was a : 
: shortcut boon for anyone heading to : 
: the University of Alberta. There's a : 
: walkway from Saskatchewan Drive : 
: that you can follow (if you're willing : 
: to jump a chain link fence, ninja style) : 
: to the emaciated ruins of the road that : 
: has fallen into the North Saskatchewan : 
3 River. Standing at the edge of the pave- : 
: ment, gazing down, seeing how nature : 
: has already encroached, reclaiming the : 
: land, grass growing on the asphalt, it : 
: brings to mind apocalyptic visions. One : 
: day, all of this will be dust. And then : 
: you turn around, climb back over the : 
: fence and try not to look guilty when : 
: some rich dude walking his dog stares : 
: atyour furtive movements. SK 


2 shirts and handcrafted wooden jewelry—all while sporting scarves, newsboy 
: hats and beards. It happens four times a year at the Old Strathcona Performing 
: Arts Centre, and it's definitely worth a visit. ED 


BESTEST DECLINE TO TAKE YOUR 
BIKE DOWN 
The LRT station at McKernan-Belgravia 


: has a pretty awesome, looping little 


ramp that kind of makes you feel like 
you're racing down a mountain, albeit 
ona scale much more amenable for peo- 
ple who ride fixies with streamers. DB 


BESTEST WALKING TRAIL WITH His- 
TORICAL RELEVANCE 

The Red Willow Park trail system in 
good ol’ St. Albert that winds along 
beside the slow-flowing Sturgeon 
River will take you by two grain eleva- 
tors, a replica train station and the 
original foundations and replica of 
the oldest building in Alberta, built 
in 1861 by Father Lacombe, the Métis 
and the First Cree Nation. XC 


BESTEST CRUEL TRICK 


: Giving the good people a numerous 


BESTEST LINE FROM A CONVERSATION YOU'VE OVERHEARD 


ENCE THAT THINGS COST ALOT MORE THESE DAYS 
recesses of an inner-city alleyway, this sign has likely weathered 


munning to them, leaving many a thirsty 
valley enthusiast out to dry. Fascists. SK 


BESTEST WAY TO GRAB A BITE AND : 


CHANGE A LIFE 
located right next to City Hall which gives 


food production, serving and catering. 


supply of drinking fountains in theriver : 
valley, only to rarely turn on the water : 


Breakfast, lunch and catering options are 
available and affordable. Entrees include 
: Pacific salmon, Strip Loin, Pork Chops, 
: Bison and vegetarian options, all for pric- 
: es under $15. It's open Monday to Friday 


from 8 am = 3 pm and they're online at 


: kidsinthehallbistro.com. AK 
TheKidsinthe Hall bistroisafoodproject : 

: BESTEST WAY TO ENJOY LOCAL 
at-risk youth the chance to learn skills in : 


t Are you passionate about local food? 


On 


OT-Summer, 


RTA 7870727 


: Want to meet new people and talk food 
: with them? Slow Food Edmonton brings 
: together chefs, farmers and foodies to 
: talk about local food. The non-profit 
i group is dedicated to celebrating the 
: food and food traditions of Edmonton 
: and Northern Alberta. They feature a 
: number of food related events. North- 
: ern Food night, held at a member's 
: house, featured a tasting menu of cari- 
: bou and Arctic char. The group has a 
: book club, an upcoming beer and wild 
; boar barbecue and numerous resources 
: for anyone who wants to learn more 
: about slow food and the local food 
; Movement. Check out the website at- 
: slowfoodedmonton.ca. AK 


: WORSTEST DISAPPOINTMENT ON 
: COMING OUT OF ANY CANADIAN 
: TIRE STORE 

: A Fat Franks stand that is inevitably 


: closed. So close! SK 
than Alberta has had Progressive Conservatives in government. Five : 


fine for illegal parking? That's a bargain at twice the price. JB : BESTEST WAY TO ENSURE YOU GET 


: OUT OF TOWN ONCE IN AWHILE 

: Buy your fishing license. You need a 
: WIN card first (Wildlife Identifica- 
:. tion Number, $5). Then for $35 you 
: can fish anywhere in Alberta for a 
: year—which means that you can ac- 
; tually camp out by one of this proy- 
: ince's beautiful lakes, catch a fish, 
i fry it up over a fire and eat it. And 
i you can go ice-fishing with your old 
: Ukrainian uncles in the winter. And 
: as long as you stick to the catching 
: limits, the fish are free. FM 
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COME IN AND 
SEE THE ALL NEW 


COLLECTION! 


BOTA SOE! 


ON WHYTE 


10436 WHYTE AVE 
780.432.4830 
TACK@CHERRYONWHYTE.COM 


HGULAR PRICED 
LEROHANDN 


~ 
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Xtreme Asian 
| Fusion Restaurant 


Restaurant Reviews 
Check out our comprehensive 


online database of Vue Weekly's 
restaurant reviews, searchable by 
location, price and type. 
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REVUE // THE DISH & THE RUNAWAY SPOON 


Hey diddle diddle 


Whimsically named restaurant offers leisur 


JAN HOSTYN 
if JAN@VUEWEEKLY COM 


henever I drive down Stony 

Plain Road and spot the sign for 
The Dish & The Runaway Spoon, 
I can't help but smile. A picture of a 
roomful of cherubic three-year olds 
immediately flashes across my brain, 
plump fingers and uncoordinated 
arms flailing awkwardly as they mim- 
ic the movements to “Hey Diddle Did- 
dle.” Then I start to hear their squeaky 
voices stiltedly reciting the rhyme: 
"Hey diddle diddle, the cat and the 
fiddle ... and the dish ran away with 
the spoon.” Over and over and over. 
And then I quit smiling. 

I still love the whimsical quirkiness of 
the name, though, regardless of the tor- 
ment it inevitably inflicts on me. Curi- 
ous whether the actual restaurant is as 
charming as its name, I recruited a friend 
and we decided to do the lunch thing. 

The day was warm and sunny, and it 
was pleasantly past the dreaded lunch 
rush that causes havoc and frayed 
nerves all across our lovely city. Our 
car was even lucky enough to find 
parking—even if it was at a toonie- 
devouring meter. After a brief stroll 
down Stony Plain Road we came across 
the telltale sign with a picture ofa dish 
and spoon bolting for their lives, We 
had reached our destination: 

A white daily specials board was 
posted next to the door, doing its 
best to tempt any ambivalent pass- 
ers-by, and hanging on the door was 
a little basket filled with a handful of 


26 // DISH 


neatly-rolled-up menus. We had al- 
ready been tempted, so we proceeded 
straight through the door and into 
the tiny entranceway. A couple more 
steps and we poked our heads into 
the restaurant. A pleasant young girl 
greeted us from across the room and 
asked us if we wanted to sit inside or 
in the Secret Garden. 

My friend, loathe to leave the heav- 
enly aromas that filled the café, reluc- 
tantly agreed to check out the Secret 
Garden—The Dish's version of a patio. 
Back out the door and along the side- 
walk we went, to the end of the build- 
ing and down a little passageway with 
small wooden benches and potted flow- 
ers. The passageway took us to the back 


ely pace 


of the building and the Secret Garden. 
More pots overflowing with flowers 
greeted us, along with a few cozy tables 
and quite a lovely ambience, consid- 
ering it overlooks a back alley. A very 
well-concealed back alley, mind you. 

Had there been a table available that 
was blessed with sunlight, it would 
have been a splendid place to fritter 
away the afternoon. A few lucky din- 
ers were doing just that. But we want- 
ed warmth and enticing smells, so we 
made our way back down the secret 
passageway, up the sidewalk and into 
the café once again. 

Close to half of the tables were still 
occupied with other late lunchers, so 
we opted to settle in at a table for two 
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at the far end of the square room. 

Surrounding us was a warm and wel- 
coming room: dark, wooden floors 
offset pale green and reddish-brown 
walls, and the room was filled with 
simple tables and chairs. A half-wall 
divided the whole thing, giving a sem- 
blance of privacy, and a cheery bar at 
the back added extra character. No 
other nursery rhyme creatures made 
an appearance, though. 


With her genial manner and perpetual 
smile, our waitress delivered glasses 
filled with lemon-tinged water and the 
menus—the regular one and a paper 
version of the daily specials board. It 
was late and we were hungry, so we in- 
spected them immediately. 

The specials sounded good, especially 
the shrimp burger with avocado slaw 
and a chili yogurt sauce, but they lost 
out to the regular menu. My friend, 
a cheese-and-pasta-obsessed being, 
spotted the Gourmet Mac & Cheese 
($15.75) and abruptly closed her menu. 
I was in more of a crunchy mood and 
opted for the Raspberry Spinach Salad 
($11.25 for a full order). 

Since our waitress was so adept at keep- 
ing our water glasses filled, we decided 
that water was our drink of the day. Ta- 
bles around us didn't seem to concur; we 
spotted more than a few glasses of wine 
being sipped, their sippees immersed in 
the leisurely atmosphere. 

Well, the mostly leisurely atmo- 
sphere. Even though the café wasn't 
full, the noise bouncing off the walls 
made it hard to completely relax. The 
music wasn't motorcycle-decibel-an- 
noying and the other diners were se- 
date and well-behaved, so it must have 
been the dynamics of the room itself. 

Lunch came and, like the café, it was 
simply presented but inviting. My bowl 


full of spinach greens was neither over 
flowing nor sparsely populated. Dee) 
brown clusters of caramelized onions 
were nestled amongst the leaves, and 
lots of sugary pecans and tangy feta 
cubes were scattered throughout. Ev 
erything was generously coated in a 
slightly sweet raspberry vanilla vinai- 
grette. The salad was good, but defi- 
nitely on the sweet side. Caramelized 
onions, sugary pecans and a raspberry 
vanilla vinaigrette will do that, I guess, 
and I should have expected no less. 

My friend's plate was more interest- 
ing simply because it offered more 
variety. A homey individual casserole 
was filled with the coveted maca- 
roni and dusted with a bread crumb 
crust. Two strips of garlicky foccacia 
emerged jauntily from the noodles and 
a mound of Caesar Salad completed 
the plate. The noodles were deemed 
tender but not mushy, the cheese lively 
but comforting and the crunchy, gar- 
licky topping divine. The large chunks 
of croutons adorning her salad even 
disappeared; evidently they weren't of 
the lowly "brown Styrofoam" variety. 

Our leisurely meal concluded at a lei- 
surely pace. I could have found room 
for one of the tempting desserts on 
the tray that made an unhurried trip 
past our table, but my friend had to 
reluctantly abandon her deceptively 
filling pasta and, by the time my spoon 
finished its many journeys across the 
table, I was mysteriously full. 

As we bid farewell to the sign and 
its endearing dish and spoon, | had 
a smile on my face. And this time it 
didn’t disappear. W 
MON ~SAT (1AM -9 PM) 

i ‘SPOON 


Mucho Primo Nachos 
Tortilla chips with shaved 
prime rib, Rico’s black 
beans, lotsa cheese, 
diced tomatoes, cilantro, 
green onions and sweet 


piquante peppers 


94° 


with bucket of 


1D 


Se ange inMan- 

Chinatown on account of not 
being Asiar ‘it's something I definitely 
pay attention to. Fortunately, when my 
{also non-Asian) companion and I enter 
Xtreme Asian Fusion Restaurant, the ex- 
perience is entirely different—the host/ 
server greets us warmly, and shows us 
to our table. This place could teach that 
restaurant in Manhattan a thing or two 
about customer service. 

Looking around, I appreciate the 
tasteful décor and cleanliness of this 
place. The ambience is comfortable, 
yet sophisticated. After drinking in the 
atmosphere for a moment or two, we 
were ready to place drink orders. 

1 couldn't wait to dive into my Viet- 
namese coffee ($3.75)—once the cof- 
fee dripped into the also-waiting con- 
densed milk, | stirred and poured it 
over the ice. The sweetness of the bev- 
erage was satisfying. 

The menu itself reflects why this place 
is called "Asian Fusion"—diners can se- 
lect offerings from a number of Asian 
countries. There's some Thai, Vietnam- 
ese, Chinese, Japanese and Malaysian. 

I began with the pan-fried dumplings 
($5.95), a dish that, despite being listed 
as an appetizer, almost filled me up. The 
dough gently encased the pork-and-veg- 
etable filling, yet never overshadowed 
the flavour of the centre. Red vinegar for 
dipping accompanied the dumplings; 
however, I found that it overpowered 
their taste. My companion’s shrimp 
salad rolls ($5.95), on the other hand, 
came with a peanut sauce that worked 
perfectly with that dish. Those cool rolls 
and that tangy peanut sauce really were 
the perfect couple, one bringing out the 
strengths of the other, 

The rolls themselves—thick bundles 
of vermicelli noodles, lettuce and 


ut AHHH TUTTO MHOTAAOHHNMHAANAMAMHNNNNHHAEUIHNN 


‘REME ASIAN on RESTAURANT 


good mix 


shrimp—came in as generous a por- 
tion as my dumplings. And the trend 
of hearty potions continued once the 
main courses arrived—both my combi- 
nation vermicelli bowl ($9.95) and my 
companion's pad thai ($11.95) prom- 
ised to be both the night's dinner and 
the next day's lunch. The vermicelli 
bowl contains chicken, beef, pork balls, 
shrimp and spring rolls with ground 
pork and taro inside. All of this, plus 
bean sprouts, lettuce and peanuts, con- 
cealed completely the bed of vermicelli 
noodles below. 


Pork made a number of appearances 
throughout my meal, in both the main 
and the appetizer, but attention should 
also be paid to the other carnivorous 
options I was able to sample in my ver- 
micelli bowl, which included chicken, 
beefand shrimp in addition to the pork. 
Flavoured with just the right amount 
of lemongrass, these savoury meats 
are anything but bland. The pad thai, 
while less spicy than other versions of 
the same dish that I've had in the past, 
blends shrimp, egg, tofu, peanuts, bean 
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sprouts and rice noodles into a satisfy- 
ing array of flavours and textures. 

For dessert, we split an order of deep-fried 
banana ($4.95), plated beautifully with 
whipped cream. A juxtaposition ofcrunchy 
crust and soft banana, this dessert feels like 
the best conclusion to this meal. 

Given the good food and attentive ser- 
vice at this restaurant, we left happy. 
The only change that I might suggest 
concerns the background music—if I'm 
eating Asian cuisine, I would prefer to 
hear Asian music instead of the Back- 
street Boys’ "As Long as you Love Me” 
playing on "The John Tesh Radio Show" 
on a local station. My general derision 
for the descriptor "extreme," and even 
more for "Xtreme," also biases me 
against the restaurant's name; howev- 
er, I'll gladly put those feelings aside for 
another helping of those pork balls. VW 
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SUN—THU (11AM-9 PM); 

FRI= SAT (1AM =10 PM) 

XTREME ASIAN FUSION RESTAURANT 
10508 - 101 STREET 

780.413.3338 


CELEBRATING 20 YEARS 
IN BUSINESS 


GRILLED BROME LAKE DUCK BREAST 
WITH HOMEMADE SMOKED DUCK SAUSAGE 


OPEN FOR DINNER MONDAY - SATURDAY 
For more details and the fall menu visit www jacksgrill.ca 


5842-IIl Street 


Reservations: 780-434-1113 
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MAKI MAKI 
Japanese / Vietnamese 
estaurant & Bar 


8109-101 STREET 28 EAT-IN & TAKE OUT 


Ons block off Whyte Ave » Sunday to Tharsday 1! am - 11 pm > Friday & Saturday (i am-2 am 


Dine with us. 
kfast * Lunch « Dinner 


11361 JASPER AVE 


Serving Edmonton For Over 60 Years. 


(780) 488-0984  teddys.ca 


Book your group 
function now. 
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Keep it real aes 


Buying local doesn't just support our economy, it tastes better 
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mmediately northeast of downtown, 

along 118 Avenue, you'll notice the 
slow patterns of rehabilitation amidst 
the gentrification of one of Edmon- 
ton's oldest neighbourhoods. From 
civic sloganeering ("Avenue of Cham- 
pions!") to subtler forms of grass- 
roots stakeholder investment, recent 
community projects are successfully 
starting to revitalize the area to its 
former glory as Alberta Avenue. 

As vibrant neighbourhood cafés and 
upstart art galleries slowly replace 
pawnshops and derelict motels, the 
last decade has seen another fasci- 
nating trend contribute to the neigh 
bourhood's rebirth. From 50 Street to 
Kingsway Garden Mall, 118 Avenue is 
home to one-of-a-kind grocers, baker- 
ies, delis, and import stores from every 
corner of the planet. Here you'll find 
Serbian butchers, Portuguese bakers, 
Indian bazaars, African food markets 
and cafés,-not to mention the strip's 
close ties to Little Italy and Chinatown. 
These rare gems not only specialize in 
unique ethnic products, they also serve 
as cultural hubs for the communities 
they supply and draw support from. 

Word of these types of specialty 
suppliers, however, is slowly leaking 
out to the larger food community. 
Fiercely independent restaurants and 
multinational hotel chains alike have 
begun to employ these tiny, often- 
times family-run businesses as their 
suppliers for hard-to-find specialty 
items like custom baking and ingre- 
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Alberta’s 
electrical workers 


dients for diet-specific and alterna- 
tive menus. After an afternoon spent 
chatting with these store owners, it 
becomes obvious why: the passion 
and pride they show for their product 
and heritage makes for a food experi- 
ence you simply can't find anywhere 
else in town. 

Take the Portuguese Bakery (5304 
- 118 Ave), for example. With its 
low shelves and improvised café, 


this unique bakery/grocery is a re- 


freshing break from the chainstores’ 
overwhelming stacks. But don't let 
the casual décor fool you; locals in 
the know line up here daily for fresh 
baking. The bakery also carries every- 
thing Portuguese from pimento paste 
and dried salt fish ("bacalhau") to reli- 
gious paraphernalia, be it Our Lady of 
Fatima prayer fans or soccer banners. 
Of course, they are best known for 
their melt-in-your-mouth Portuguese 
buns, but if you prefer crusty buns, 
they informed me coyly to simply call 
back tomorrow. 

Their selection of unique Portuguese 
cheeses, which range from soft, island 
goat cheeses to the pungent conti- 
nental sheep cheeses, could keep you 
sampling for a year, as could their se- 


lection of blood sausage and other deli 
specialties. In the freezers in the back, 
you'll find a large selection of fish and 
other staples that play a prominent 
role in traditional Portuguese cooking. 
Portuguese extra virgin olive oil, for 
example, carries a higher acidity, and 
therefore a purer taste, than Italian or 
Greek oils. 

Amid the Portuguese banter and 
smatterings of English, it slowly 
dawns on me that the bakery is notjust 
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an old-school neighbourhood corner 
store; it serves as the cultural hub for 
Edmonton's Portuguese community. I 
would soon find this commonality be- 
tween all the different ethnic shops I 
would visit. Not four blocks from the 
Portuguese community church, the 
bakery’s storefront is splashed with 
posters advertising events in the lo- 
cal community. For other Portuguese 
bakeries, visit the Popular Bakery 
(9307 - 118 Ave) and Charcuteria 
Micaelense (9574 - 118 Ave). 

As you walk in the Fiji Bazaar Im- 
ported Foods (8632 - 118 Ave), you 
are immediately greeted by the smiling 
owner and the enticing aroma of curry. 
Open bins of masala spices and lentils 
lie empty at the end of another busy 
week, as every week locals seeking Fiji- 
an cooking spices come here and clean 
out the supply of authentic spices and 
alternative flour sources (rice and pea). 
The store owner is happy to take phone 
orders for fresh curries to go, and don't 
be surprised to find a group of friends 
and family hanging out in the back, 
sharing coffee, quiet chatter and genu- 
ine laughter. 

Likewise at Paraiso Tropical Latin 
American Imports (9136 - 118 Ave), 


the cozy aisles are alive with chatter 
and families shopping for traditional 
comfort food. Quesos, chorizo sausage, 
Papusas and specialty meats crowd the 
freezer at the back; across the aisle, 
you'll find votive candles, potions and 
pifiatas Soccer jerseys, posters of Che 
Guevera and local Salvadorean dance 
troupes colour the store, amidst stacks 
of sacks of beans and corn flour. The 
wall of dried chilies is not to be missed. 
Customers can also snack on freshly- 


served flautas, tamales and empana- 
das while they shop. 

Kasoa Tropical Food Market 
(9320 - 118 Ave) provides an honest 
market feel, where bins of spices and 
root vegetables share the warehouse 
space with freezers of African snap- 
per and other seafood specialties. 
Alongside the shelves of palm oil and 
condiments, you'll find a fascinating 
selection of custom pots and cook- 
ware that are required for prepar- 
ing traditional African meals. This 
is another pattern I discover across 
the many one-of-a-kind ethnic gro- 
cers: it's not just the hard-to-find 
ingredients—you'll need the custom 
cookware to go along with it. 

This type of specializing reveals the 
intimacy of knowing and respecting 
the customers these stores are mar- 
keting to. Most proprietors explain 
that I should call regularly to find out 
what specialties would be available 
from week to week. The Balkan Style 
Sausage, Deli and BBQ House (9403 
- 118 Ave}, for example, informed me 
to come early Saturday mornings for 
the popular roasted pork, fresh off 
the charcoals. “But please call first,” 
he mentions courteously, "to make 


. Sure we haven't sold out yet.” This deli 


prides itself on the use of local meat 
suppliers, as well as traditional “for- 
gotten recipes” that use no chemicals 
or preservatives. Products range from 
cold cuts and bacon to sausage and 
whole cuts like ribs and shank, made of 
beef, pork, lamb and goat. Everything 
is prepared and smoked on site, while 
up front their shelves are neatly lined 
with hard-to-find specialties like Ser- 
bian coffee, chocolates and spreads. 
One of the best examples of selec- 
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tion and specialty comfort foods i 
the Polish Food Store (10135 - 118 
Ave). Heaps of sausage rings are sur 
rounded by mountains of mustard 
and horseradish displays, as well as 
freezers full of perogies of every fla 
vour (plum? blueberry?!) You'll find 
shelf upon shelf of chocolates and 
bottled spring water, soccer jersey 
and ball caps; they even offer parce! 
service to Poland. But for a tour-de- 
force in traditional vinegars, spreads, 
pickles and preserves, head to th 
back of the store. 

Annand Olivierre is sous chef and 
kitchen manager of Culina Highlands 
(6509 - 112 Ave), one of a growing 
number of independent restaurants 
that believe in driving a locally-grown 
food industry. Olivierre explains why 
his restaurant chooses to use 118 Av 
enue's array of specialty suppliers. 

"They match our local mandate. But 
beyond that, knowing your suppli- 
ers creates a personal relationship o! 
mutual dependency. We both have « 
vested interest in the local economy 
which creates a sense of collabora- 
tion. As far as running a restaurant 
is concerned, we know we can get 
personalized serviced and custom o: 
ders. Portuguese Bakery, for instance 
makes custom-sized buns for us—you 
can't get that from Costco. And they 
don't charge us for delivery because 
they're six blocks away. These busi 
nesses take such pride in the quality 
of their product and in the reasons 
they do. things. The India Bazaar 
[4516-118 Ave], for example, carries 
unique, hard-to-find spices, and they 
are also full of suggestions about their 
use. Their approach to their products 
inspires us." VW 
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Alberta and Ontario are differ- 
ent; there's no question of 
that. Ontario is, in many 
respects, about being es- 
tablished and establish- 
ment. They have a more 
direct connection to their 
roots. They remember 
that they were once Upper 
Canada. Out here, we tend to 


look forward, not back. Our history : 


: q & For goodness sake, the brewery is named 
: after a British Duke who defeated Napoleon. 
They even put his mug on all their labels. 
Very Upper Canada. 


is short and fails to inspire us, so we 
make our own. 


This difference shows up in our rela- : 
tive brewing cultures. Alberta's craft : 
brewers are brash and adventurous— : 
just look at Alley Kat's constant ex- : 


A taste of Upper Canada 
Like Ontario, this stuff is stuck up, but gets better 


} They're confident with their tradition- 
: al ways. 


: It may not get any more Ontario 
: than a new arrival to Alberta store 


: goodness sake, the brewery is named 
we after a British Duke who defeated 
Napoleon. They even put his 
mug on all their labels. Very 
Upper Canada. 

The brewery's reputation 
for reliable English ales is 
solid, and so its arrival is a 


ers. | picked up a six-pack of 


perimentation with seasonal releases : 


or Amber's unique Australian Moun- 
tain Pepper Berry beer. 

Ontario's craft brewers, by compari- 
son, are both more established and 
less adventurous. They have been 
around longer and their market is 


: the County Dark Ale—what they call 
: their "traditional ale." The moniker 
: is appropriate, as it's a close cousin 
: in flavour to Big Rock's Traditional 
: Ale. Both are brown ales aiming for 
: a high degree of quaffability. 


more stable. Ontario brewers tend : 


to brew mainstay beers—British ales, 
continental-style lagers. Maybe they 
don't feel a need to make a big splash. 
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: In terms of colour, Wellington's Dark 
: Ale straddles the cusp of deep copper 


DOW 


i white head with moderate presence. 
: The aroma is an attractive blend of 
: caramel and chocolate, with some un- 
: : dertones of dark fruit and raisin. 

: shelves, Wellington Brewery. For : 
: sweet presence of caramel, bits of tof- 
; fee and a pronounced creamy choco- 
: late. The sweetness is balanced with a 
: bit of nuttiness and a dry note in the 
: finish. Hops are only part of the cho- 
: rus line in this beer, serving simply to 
: cut the sweetness and have no charac- 
: ter on their own. 

good thing for Alberta drink- : 
: sipped. At first | thought it was clean 
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: but a bit boring. However, as | sat with 
: itl found the chocolate and fruit-nut fla- 
: vours evolved, giving it a pleasant com- 
: plexity. It is similar to Trad, but offers 
: a bit more flavour and a richer profile, 
: which is lacking in Big Rock's version. 


: tive of Ontario. It seems rather dull 


: and stuck-up at first, but its richness 
: and reddish-brown. It provides an off- : 


TOWN | 


The flavour follows suit. There is a 


This is a beer that grew on me as | 


restos 


Maybe this beer is somewhat reflec- 
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can grow on you over time. W 
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= GROWING // HERBS 


July 2 


Zac Brown Band 
@ the Cook County Saloon 


8010 Gateway Bivd 


July 3 
The Lion King 


@ the Jubilee Auditorium 
11455 87 Ave. 


July 4 


Sawfest 
Slave Lake, Alberta 


SHARMAN HNATIUK 
// SABRMANO@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


July 5_ 
Martagon Lily Show 


Devonian Botanical Gardens 


resh herbs add the perfect accent 

to the summer culinary scene, so 
why not start growing your own at 
home? Adding fresh herbs to a dish 
is so easy, yet this simple addition 
can add a boost of flavour to any- 
thing from salads to BBQ marinades 
to salsa. Your balcony can hold the 
key to spicing up your summer menu; 


July 6 


Black Francis 
@ the Starlite Room 


IS0S01D2ISE imagine creating the perfect tomato 

weasel and bocconcini cheese salad—with 

> M aes July = the fresh basil grown only a few steps 
= cee - . away from your kitchen. 

4 = fi ahi Provi ncial If you're thinking that sounds a little 

4 AY too ambitious, don't bea horticultural 

7) kydive Cham onships " 
74, ani \’ pr hater so quickly. A quick visit to Hole’s 


Westlock, Alberta 


July 8 
Hey Rosetta! 


Avenue Theatre 


get HOT SUMMER GUIDE THIS WEEK 
ON MONDAYS! 


BEST | WOTCUMWERGINE 


and click on “First Read Subscribe” 


Greenhouse and Gardens in St. Albert 
and I realized that you don't need a 
green thumb or a garden plot to start 
growing your own herbs. First of all, 
herbs like a lot of sunshine, 'so anyone 
with a south facing patio or window 
that receives at least five hours of 
sunshine can make it work. Sunshine, 
along with some water, should result 
in an easy assortment of fresh season- 
ing options. 

For those turned off at the thought 
of investing in dirt, fertilizer, and 
pots, don't worry—most garden cen- 
tres sell an herbing-for-beginners 
option by pre-packaging decorative 
pots with an assortment of herbs. 
Holes had a lovely stone pot with 
three herbs for $35. I also saw a $40 
option with Italian oregano, tarragon, 


Grow yourown ss. 


An herb garden is easy no matter where you live 


os Oran = 


thyme, parsley and sage that came in 
a terra cotta pot that would look nice 
on any patio, deck, or windowsill. For 
those a little more motivated, I found 
selfcontained patio containers that 
come with a plastic reservoir that 
won't leak. The black containers come 
on wheels and a variety of sizes suit- 
able for herbs or container vegetables 
($30 - $68). This option, however, is a 
little more high maintenance. 


When | explained my concept of pro- 
moting beginner herb gardening for 
those living in apartments, condos, 
or houses without gardens, my gar- 


den centre associate assured me that — 


starting with herbs as patio plants 
is the way to go. They take minimal 
care, you just need to pinch off any- 
thing that looks like a seed and con- 
tinue to use the herbs throughout the 
summer. Short of pulling off every- 
thing down to the stem, the more you 
pinch off, the more it will help your 
herbs grow. 

While most of the local greenhouses 
like Hole's or Greenlands have pre- 
packaged, ready-to-buy herb gardens, 
your average garden centres at Wal- 
mart, Canadian Tire, or even Sobeys 
all sell popular seasonal herbs in in- 
dividual pots for $2 - $4. I also saw 
herb plants for sale at the Strathcona 
farmers’ market for $3 - $4, a great 
deal considering small plastic-packed 
herbs from the grocery store are usu- 
ally a few dollars each. While a 99 
cent bunch of cilantro at Safeway is 
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convenient, I think that plucking a 
few sprigs from my patio plant to adc 
to my homemade guacamole is much 
more appetizing for my palate and 
aromatic for my kitchen. Now I neve: 
have to worry about throwing out the 
wilted bag of cilantro in the fridge— 
by the end of summer my $40 herb 
garden will have paid for itself. 

As far as easy herbs go, basil is you: 
friend. It's great in salads, mari- 
nades and sauces. Chives grow like 
a weed and pack a great punch when 
you snip them into salads or soups 
Cilantro—a totally-love-it or abso 
lutely-hate-it sort of herb—grows 
well as long as you don't let it go to 
seed. Rosemary, a beautiful, fragrant 
herb, with its evergreen needle-like 
leaves, is pest resistant. A few sprigs 
can spruce up any meat marinade 0: 
rub it on chicken, pork tenderloin 0: 
lamb. The options are endless and 
your new patio plants may inspire 
you to create a culinary treat at home 
instead of getting take-out. 

If you're an eager beaver who wants 
to start from seed then be my guest, 
but for convenience and the price you 
might as well buy herbs as started 
plants. If you're a beginner that wants 
to add some simple flavour to your 
cooking, start small. Try growing @ 
few herbs that you think you will use 
It's easy to get carried away when you 
get to a garden centre and realize how 
many types there are; if you don't 
know what you would use the herb 
for, don't buy it. W 
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HUNGRY FOR A GREAT 
OPPORTUNITY? 
We exceed Guest expectations through 
our people, guided by our shared values 
of Honour, Integrity, Continually Seeking x 
Knowledge and Having Fun. If this resembles _ 
you or someone you know, stop by and 
) ask about our exciting Team Member and 
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OUR SAUCY SIGNATURE 
WHISKEY RIVER BBO 
: BURGER. ONE OF OUR 24 
Par! OURMET BURGERS. 
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Thanks for voting for us! Best Burger! 


FREE 
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PREVUE // FREEWILL SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL 


Blood, guts and laughs 


Murder, cannibalism and mistaken identity at Hawrelak Park 
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PAUL BLINOV 
BLINOV@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
Tz an odd couple, for sure. One is 
easily Shakesheare's bloodiest work, 
a tale of revenge that takes on a decidedly 
Sweeney Todd-like conclusion to its vio- 
lence. The other? A highly irreverent farce 
of mistaken identities concerning two sets 
of identical brothers. 

They're Titus Andronicus and The Com- 
edy of Errors, the pair of plays carrying the 
2ist season of the Freewill 
Festival, and if nothing else they do share 
timing: both were written within a few 
years of each other, fitting together in the 
bard's early period, when he let some of 
this bolder ideas, like these, bloom. 

Then again, actor Chris Bullough 
can see some glaring similarities be- 
tween the two. 

"It's fun, because they couldn't be 
more different, but they couldn't be 
more the same,” he says with a laugh. 
"There's something so weird ... it's so 
funny, the similarities we've found. I 
guess because in both situations, these 
are huge characters who are just trying 
to get what they want.” 

Bullough is starring in Comedy (running 
on the odd dates) and acting in both: in 
his bigger turn, he plays half of one of two 
sets of twin brothers who share the same 
name (get all that?), and find themselves 
constantly being mistaken for each other. 
Director Jeff Page, new to the Freewill 
players, has set it all in 1915 Edmonton, 
the time of women's suffragism, with its 
female leads (Lora Brovold, Nadien Chu) 
‘coming to terms with their own power,” 
as Bullough puts it. 

Of course, mistaken identities are com- 
mon fodder for most Shakespearean 
comedies, but the sheer grandiosity ofthe 


set-up sets this one apart for Bullough, 
who's trying to find the realism in such 
an over-the-top premise. 

“Jeff's got us reaching for the natural- 
ism of it: my character's objective is to 
figure out what the fuck is going on,” 
he laughs. “I'm having a great time just 
buying into the whole reality of the ac- 
tual situation. I think it makes it even 
funnier; if these are real people, going 
through these insane situations, there's 
something so funny about watching 
someone that bemused.” 

With a fresh Sterling in his pocket, 
awarded for his performance of Rich- 
ard III at last year's festival, he's con- 
tent to be spearheading the comedy 
side of things this year. 

"Comedies really work well in the 
park in the summertime,” Bullough ex- 
plains. "There's an ease with the come- 
dy, just something about the surround- 
ing of the beautiful Hawrelak park, and 
the sun—it just seems like it's built fora 
Shakespearean comedy. So the tragedy 
is always a little bit more of a challenge 
to get into the zone. Usually it’s gor- 
geous down here, and the sun's shining 
and stuff like that, and you really just 
have to find it.” 


John Wright seems to be finding the dra- 
ma just fine in Titus (even dates). That, and 
alittle bit of back pain. 

"This one is quite physical; I'm on my 
kneesa lot, pleading for mercy, or begging 
people,” he says. "So I'm going, 'Oh God, 
give me another Robaxacet, here we go.” 

Wright plays the titular Roman, plotting 
vengeance for multiple family deaths. It's 
particularly violent Shakespeare: among 
other acts of human vandalism, a few 
characters baked into pies, beating the 
aforementioned demon barber to that 


punch by a good couple of centuries. 

That violence is probably why it doesn't 
see too many runs these days—even for 
the Freewill players, this marks the first 
time Titus has been put on. But Wright 
doesn't think the gore deserves to be so 
much ofan issue. 

“Well, gosh, what Shakespeare tragedy 
doesn't have about 42 deaths in it?” he 
shrugs. “It's viewed as being somewhat 
violent, which itis, but as I say, the story 
is compelling enough that the violence 
... ls an intrinsic part of it, it’s necessary 
to this story. Hell, look at some of these 
videogames now. This one's like a walk 
in the park.” 

That violent world is being set up as 
post-modern Rome by Director Mari- 
anne Copithorne, a mix of modern times 
and old beliefs: there's a couple of guns 
present, but the worship of the gods still 
frames its characters. (Copithorne is also 
marking her first year as artistic director 
of the Freewill players, having just taken 
the reins from John Kirkpatrick.) 

Wright hadn't read Titus until the Free- 
will players decided to put it on. Now that 
he has, he's found the story carries the 
violence far better than most people give 
it credit for. 

"As far as tragedy goes, sure it may be 
more violent that some, but I don’t know 
many Shakespearean tragedies that don't 
havea lot of killing and revenge and blood 
and lust,” he says. "So this one is a good 
ride. It’s a good story.” W 
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Tip your performers 


Buskers will be passing the hat at 
Churchill Square for the 25th year in a row 


Gi 4 
~ < 


, 


ib 


BUSKING THEIR ASSES >> The Flaming Idiots return to StreetFest // michelle estes 


FAWNDA MITHRUSH 
// FRNMNDA@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


A: a kid growing up in Edmonton, one 
of my fondest summer memories is 
of paying street buskers for their perfor- 
manices. My mother would give me a few 
dollars and tell me to go right up to the 
performer—who just moments before 
had been flinging fire batons up, down 
and all-around—and put the money in 
his hat. “Remember to say thank you,” 
she would remind me. The secret thrill 
being, of course, that I got close enough to 
smell the kerosene still soaking the guy's 
clothes. I remember teaching my younger 
sister to do the same, and now we're show- 
ing our peers’ kids how to do it, too. 

That's precisely what makes Edmon- 
ton's StreetFest special, explains the 
Festival's artistic director Shelley Swit- 
zer. “We now have a third generation 
of audiences attending the festival,” 
Switzer says, who has personally been 
involved in 21 of StreetFest's 25 annual 
festivals, first starting out as a volunteer 
back in 1989. Since that time, the festival 
has grown from a short afternoon fiesta 
in Churchill Square to a daily 9 am to 
11 pm performance extravaganza that 
regularly attracts acts from around the 
world. “Pass-the-hat works out both for 
the audiences and the artists. It’s the 
best deal in town, because you get to de- 
termine how much that performance is 
worth,” Switzer explains, “What the art- 
ists give me as feedback is that Edmon- 
ton audiences really know what to do, 
and they're very generous." 

Of course, that generosity might have 
something to do with the impressive 
array of talent on display. 

"Having a fantastic, curated interna- 
tional line-up that has folks coming to 


Edmonton is attractive to the audience 
and to the artists as well,” she says, not- 
ing that busking is, and always will be, 
a great way to connect artists and their 
audiences. “The beauty of the art form 
is about making sure the audience and 
the artists do not have a middle mambe- 
tween them. The audience can be close 
to the artist, and the business deal is 
only between them.” 


Returning to the Square this year 
are the Flaming Idiots, who last ap- 
peared at StreetFest in 1989. Since 
then, they've gone on to tour interna- 
tionally, booking performances from 
Broadway to The Tonight Show. They 
even retired for a little while, and 
have reunited for a mini-tour sparked 
by their desire to return to Edmon- 
ton's annual fest of fools. 

“A city does get educated,” says re- 
turning juggler Rob Williams. “After 
a while they realize that the act that 
they're walking by in the park is actu- 
ally quite good. This is comedy at as 
high a level as you'll get at any com- 
edy club, and it's out in the park in a 
lovely setting. 

“I think Edmonton is a town that cel- 
ebrates its arts and those performanc- 
es—they get itand they come out forit,” 
he continues. "It’s not just the tipping 
at the end, it's the act of sitting down, 
committing to the show, laughing and 
being engaged. The tipping is just the 
very necessary icing on the cake.” W 
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.> THE INVENTION OF MOREL 


into the fantastic 


The Invention of Morel is both homage and prescient 


tion 


risingly, hugely articulate 
ofaes be literature. 
He laments its denigration, 
citing Robert Louls Steven- 
son's reports on the British 
reading public's scorn for 
the fantastic back in 1880 
before continuing to note 
the disapproval it drew through 
the ensuing decades. | wonder what 


Borges would think of today’s climate, : 
where the fantastical has gained con- : 
siderable acceptance both among the : 
general public and the literati, yet is so : 
often employed either ironically, as an : 
ingratiating nostalgic device, or in works : 
of juvenile fiction that cross over into : 
an adult reading public for reasons that : 
may have much to do with a longing for : 
the sort of strong narrative many fear = 
has been forsaken by the authors of : 
what we bizarrely choose to call literary : 
fiction (as opposed to non-literary fic- : 
tion?). Of course, even now, in the year : 
of the death of J,G. Ballard, the adult- : 
geared, diverting yet thematically rich : 
fantastic abides—most excitingly in the : 
work of Spanish novelist Albert Sanchez : 
Pifiol, whose first two novels will be the : 


subject of an upcoming column. 


In his prologue for the original 1940 edi- : 
Invention of Morel, Jorge : 
Luis Borges makes an impassioned and, : 


Braun 


homage to its forebears and its tremen- 
dous prescience. It looks backward, most 
openly to Clemente Palma’s XYZ and to 
H.G. Wells and The Island of Dr. 
Moreau, and forward, most es- 
pecially to the ontologically 
Vertiginous novels and stories 


Narios so resonant as to inspire 
a kind of terror that never re- 
ally leaves you, and most recently 
to the game Myst and the television 
show Lost. Its author, Adolfo Bioy Casa- 
res, was only 26 at the time of its publi- 
cation, yet his prose reveals a precocious 
blend of ambition and humility (“I don't 
strive to make a big hit," he wrote of the 
novel's genesis, "just to avoid errors’), 
the result being vivid clarity in constant 
tension with near-baffling mystery. 
Avoiding a prison sentence, a man flees 
to an apparently uninhabited island. 


a chapel, and a pool there in 1924 and 
then vanished—the island is said to 
host a grotesque, fatal disease. The fugi- 
tive is, we'll learn, Venezuelan, though 
he seems to have travelled widely. We 
never learn the precise, nature of his 
crimes. He is writing two books: Apol- 
ogy for Survivors and Tribute to Mal- 


: thus. He's also developing theories 

But among the attributes that remain : 
so extraordinary about The Invention of : 
Morel is this short novel's simultaneous : 


about immortality, He's smart, smart 
enough to actually interpret the strange 


events he'll soon encounter, but of the : 
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BOOKS // RUINS & RELICS 


Picking up the pieces 


Zorn's short stories examine objects and their memories 


SUE KARP 
// SUE@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


AS we continually surprised by 
e thoughts and feelings that we 
have forgotten and discover anew when 
prompted by an inanimate object? What 
is the hold that these objects have over 
us? Are they the true memory keepers? 
The puissance of forgotten memory has 
been most notably explored by Proust, 
yet it's a topic of almost limitless explor- 
ative possibilities. In her debut short 
story collection, Alice Zorn examines the 
almost mystical power objects can exert 
over human beings and the relationship 
between objects and memory. 

These objects represent the intense con- 
nections between individuals, relics that 
have the power to encapsulate the enor- 
tity of feeling, Often, the objects in ques- 
“on are related to a moment, perhaps 
the moment, ef the disintegration of an 
individual. One of the most intriguing 
Stories in the collection is “Black Peter, 
i990" about a young nurse, Katie, visit- 
‘ng her boyfriend, Steve, who is training 
in Europe to be an art restorer. Katie ac- 
companies Steve and his two teachers, 
Gario and Dieter, to a remote village in 
then-Czechoslovakia to work on restor- 
ga statue in a local church. Once there, 
“ie restorers discover a priceless statue 
referred to as "Black Peter.” 

Conflict ensues as the restorers want to 


remove Black Peter from the village and 
have it displayed in a museum where it 
can be properly cared for and admired 
by people, while Katie argues the statue 
has more intrinsic meaning being wor- 
shipped than as an objet d'art. This brings 
the somewhat elitist art restorers into 
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Alice Zorn examines the almost mystical power 
objects can exert over human beings and the 


Zorn's talent is undeniable, but I do ques- 


tion the overlapping of some characters 
from story to story. When this occurs, 
a suspicion is raised of an overarching 
theme or grander tale that must be ferret- 
ed out, a la Alice Munro's Open Secrets, but 
that's not the case here. Only some char- 
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relationship between objects and memory 


conflict with the villagers who cling to 
the statue of Black Peter as a relic and 
consider it a part of their personal his- 
tory. The ideas of who is truly able to ap- 
preciate art, who deserves art, and how 
should it best be preserved for future 
generations are all debated. 

Gario comments on Katie's naiveté 
and supreme confidence in the power 
of capitalism by positing, "Progress isn't 
things. It's a process—which means 
nothing if it doesn’t come from here. 
Lose your past and you've got noth- 
ing." This goes against Katie's western 
intuition, and seems to go against the 
very premise the book is working from: 
that things are inextricably interwoven 
with our personal pasts. But clinging to 
them when there is real life to be lived, 
new history to be written, that is what 
leads to ruination. 


acters find themselves recycled, leading 
to an unnecessary distraction that pulls 
attention away from the narrative. 

There is also a perpetual sense of tragedy 
that permeates the collection; a haunting 
tone that leads to the melancholic con- 
clusion that misfortune constitutes our 
strongest emotions and memories, or at 
least the memories probed here. Zorn's 
style exemplifies the philosophy of writ- 
ing thatshowsrather than tells, and leaves 
the reader to deduce the motivations of 
the characters. In Ruins & Relics, Zorn de- 
livers a strong showing and promises to be 


: be forgotten by much of the non-Latin 
: world seems confirmed by the fact that 
: for all of the wonderful supplementary 
! essays, testimonies and documentaries 
: on the Criterion Collection's new deluxe 


: two-disc edition of Last Year at Marien- 
: fact that he's evading one kind of prison : 


: for another he seems not entirely cog- 
: nizant. Much to his initial alarm, he'll : 
: be joined by a group of tourists, includ- ; 
: ing a woman, possibly Québécois, with 
: whom he falls hopelessly in love. Yet 
: rather than threaten his liberty, they : 
seem not to notice him at all. What's 
: more, they seem to be repeating the 
:; Same actions over and over. The rep- 
: etition, combined with the apparently : point that can never come to fruition, 
; unbreachable distance that separates : 
: him from the woman he'll learn to call : 
: Faustine, only intensifies the fugitive's 
: longing. (Bioy Casares was apparently 
: drawing upon his own fascination-from- : 
: afar with the actress Louise Brooks.) As : 
; Ocatvio Paz would later characterize it, 
: the novel conveys how in our Longing 
: for what we cannot touch "we bow to : 
: the tyranny of a phantom ... not only : 
: do we traverse a realm of shadows, we 
: ourselves are shadows.” 

A small group constructed a museum, : 


: page 38), mention of the pivotal influ- 


; since knowledge of one only enhances 
: the reading of the other. 


: nity® that streams through the fugitive's 
: experience on the island, the sense of 
} moments that always build toward a 


: do the intellect. That says something. 
: And we're so much closer to actually 


; dreams of immortality with that of the 
= scientist who visits his istand—and who 


: duplication of experience that in allow- 
: ing us to, in some sense, live forever, 
} is also draining us of life. But don't let 
: Evenif he had never written a word, Bioy : 


: Casares would have a hallowed place in 
: the literary pantheon of Latin America, 
: and his home country of Argentina espe- 
t cially, by mere association: he befriended : 
: Borges in 1931, and the pair would go on : 
: to collaborate on a number of ventures, 
: beginning with a pamphlet on the virtues : 
: of yogurt; in 1940 he married Silvina : 
: Ocampo, another magnificent author : 
: of peculiar and bewitching imaginative : 
powers. My fear that Bioy Casares may : 


: Casares does such a perfect, surpris- 
: ingly lucid job of guiding us through 
: this labyrinth. Go back to him. There's 


: in print from New York Review Books 
: Classics ($16.95), translated by Ruth 


bad (a review of which can be found on 
ence of The Invention of Morel on that 


film is nowhere to be found. It's a shame, 


As with Marienbad, the “rotating eter- 


create a fusion of elements that pen- 
etrate the emotions as deeply as they 


living the fantasy of The Invention of 
Morel; to the merging of the fugitive's 


the fugitive fears may be wooing his be- 
loved Faustine—and to the synthetic 


me spell all of this out for you—Bioy 


a wonderful edition of the book still 


LC. Simms and complete with Borges' 
prologue, a very informative introduc- 
tion from Suzanne Jill Levine, and the 
original illustrations by Borges’ sister, 
Norah Borges de Torre. W 
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Oh baby 


Mueck's work is imposing, but Ben-Ner 
is truly impressive in Real Life 


ADAM WALDRON-BLAIN 


ck's sculptures are quite 
nown for obvious reasons: 
s the first thing seen as one 
Real Life, and it makes an im- 
on. This gigantic baby is like a 
djmosaur, a huge object in the middle 
of the gallery which is simultaneously 
alien and understandable. Much work 
has been put into it, but Mueck's two 
works and the collection of explicatory 
material presented along with them are 
in some ways inevitably disappointing, 
and Mueck is overshadowed by his co- 
presenter Guy Ben-Ner. 

It's impossible for these sculptures to 
be quite as successful as we imagine 
them to be when we see the brochure. 
Mueck spent a large earlier portion of 
his career working in film and televi- 
sion, constructing models and char- 
acters for productions like Labyrinth. 
Undoubtably this experience has been 
acornerstone of his art career, his ex- 
perience in building unbelievably con- 
vincing bodies for the screen forming 
the basis to his painstaking sculptural 
practice. 

Something strange remains from his 
screen work: his sculptures are much 
more convincing photographed than 
they are in person. The second Mueck 
sculpture in Real Life, a miniaturized 
crone in a blanket, suffers more than 
the baby. The scale is obviously a part 
of his intentions for these works, but 
in some ways it is their undoing. Al- 
hough the sculptures’ skin is close in 
texture to human skin and their hair is 
authentic and attached one strand at a 
time, these details are not scaled with 
the figures, and in the old woman her 
wrinkles seem impossibly deep, cutting 
into skin that feels entirely unreal. 
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Mueck is playing games with size, 
and maybe these difficulties are part 
of that. But in fact I am skeptical of the 
suggestion that scale is important at all 
here, and really it's just covering for the 
fact that Mueck has set himself an im- 
possible challenge. Most directly, it all 
seems so obvious. One large baby, one 
small old woman. Certainly not some- 
thing that took the artist considerable 
thought, especially compared with the 
physical effort. 

But I am more deeply skeptical of 
Mueck's work than this. The third 
room, a “behind-the-scenes” look at 
Mueck's studio that seems a lot like 
a DVD extra about special effects, is 
maybe a poor curatorial choice, as I'd 
much rather see another proper art- 
work, but it foregrounds Mueck’s own 
narrative. As much as I don't want to 
attach judgement to his identity as 
puppetmaker-turned-artist, this third 
room strongly suggests that the scale 
isn't important at all, except for pro- 
viding a nice picture for the cover of 
the Journal. Instead, Mueck's project is 
purely a journey towards making the 
Most Realistic Thing Ever. The whole 
scale issue is just a cheap trick, a misdi- 
rection in the hope that we'll take it as 
evidence of drama. But the sculptures 
are completely inhuman, as real as they 
look, unthinking and unfeeling. 


After Mueck's huge sculptures, it's 
quite a jump over to Guy Ben-Ner. But 
perhaps the link is that Ben-Ner could 
learn something from Mueck's impos- 
sibly high production value—when 
Ben-Ner gets the same museum-ex- 
hibit behind-the-scenes treatment he 
suffers a little bit for it. 

Not too much polish, though: by its 
nature as an unsanctioned interven- 
tion into IKEA stores in the form of 


a family sit-com, "Stealing Beauty” 
needs its rough edges, including 
many of them on film—as random 
passersby walk through the frame, 
Ben-Ner breaks to give directions 
to the camera, and shots from each 
scene are taped in different IKEA 
locations (as he and his family got 
kicked out of several during filming). 
But the flaws of "Stealing Beauty” are 
in its heavy-handed acting. It's not a 
disaster, however, because it’s funny, 
and because the characters inherit 
some subtlety from the way that the 
whole production challenges their 
unconvincing viewpoints, and re- 
ally Ben-Ner's family's amateurism is 
part of the point of the work. Unlike 
Mueck, he lets his work live with its 
limitations, and it is better for it. 

The star of Real Life is undoubtably 
Ben-Ner's "Treehouse Kit,” which has 
all the polish his other two videos 
lack. It doesn’t have as jokey a feel- 
ing, since it abandons their home 
video aesthetic in favour of a gallery- 
centric one, the pairing of the object 
itself, a treehouse constructed out of 
IKEA flat-pack furniture with a video 
of Ben-Ner de- and reconstructing it 
as a crash survivor in a desert-island 
gallery is great. It has the same con- 
ceptual spark and humour as “Steal- 
ing Beauty” coupled with a greater 
attention to detail: the furniture has 
been altered so that it fits together, 
with carefully added cuts and hinges 
and even a tiny drawer to hold the re- 
quired allen keys in the trunk of the 
tree. It's surprisingly elegant. V 


WUEWEEKLY // jUL 2 - JUL 8, 2009 


{AEE HTT HATTER ARATE MATHTHHOMN ORHAN NHHHAHMMNNHOARMAHANHTHHLAAHnn m1 
i 


Speeding motorcycle 


Mary Joyce sketches landscapes from 


the back of a bike 


SARAH HAMILTON 
/] HAPALTONQ@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


ary Joyce's Speeding Subject, now 

on at the Art Gallery of Alberta, is 
a collection of paintings, small and large, 
based on sketches the artist drew while 
riding on the back ofa motorcycle. 

That's right, while riding on the back of 
a motorcycle. Joyce takes art making to 
its most hardcore—ultimate en plein aire. 
While the rest of us might be hanging on 
for dear life, Joyce is freely sketching the 
scenes she passes by. 

Joyce's source sketches are displayed 
in a case near the door of the exhibition. 
They have that spontaneous aesthetic 
this exhibition promises, however, when 
Joyce takes the sketches back to her stu- 
dio, there seems to be difficulty keeping 
that energy up without making it feel too 
contrived. In "Shore Jumble Vancouver 
Harbour,” she clearly details stairs and 
canoe, but leaves the rest of the landscape 
blurzy. In other works, like "Approaching 
Jasper,” a landscape that should be so 
familiar is unrecognizable. This could 
be read two ways: either the success of 
a Futurist approach, or the failure of an 
Impressionist one. I get that she's go- 
ing fast— but if it weren't for the titles, I 
wouldn't have a clue what was going on. 


What does come across is a growing 
appreciation for the earth, the land, as 
a body. "Voluptuous Peanut Embryo 
Forms with Spiral,” painted in a rain- 
bow of warm hues, is so abstracted you 


can't see the land, only vague shapes 
which might be construed as the land 
or it could be the female form. The 
bodaciousness of her curves and the 
vague sexuality of her shapes hearken 
back to work of Georgia O'Keefe, whose 
flowers couldn't help but evoke the sug 

gestion of the female anatomy, "Of th« 
Body of the World" takes this idea fur 

ther, articulating a very maternal rela 

tionship with the earth. 

But Joyce's relationship to the mo 
torcycle isn't present. The motorcycle 
holds a dear place in modern culture, 
from Marlon Brando in The Wild On 
to Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Main 
tenance to Easy Rider. The motorcycle 
stands in as one of the great Ameri 
can symbols of rebelliousness and a 
free spirit. It is the place of introspec 
tive thought, of the road well travelled 
while having stone chips shot into you: 
face. Of having one more barrier be 
tween you and the world removed. 

This doesn't come across so clearly. It's 
fine that Joyce doesn't engage in that 
rhetoric (it is achauvinist one), but then, 
the novelty of the motorcycle doesn't 
come across as brilliantly as it could. 
What's the difference between Joyce sit- 
ting on the back of a motorcycle or sit: 
ting in the passenger seat ofa car? 


of art's most iconic eras // 
cat at the Ambassadeurs;" Edgar Degas 


t's pretty hard to review a show 

about the Impressionists, the now- 
beloved 19th century group of paint- 
ers that characterizes the spirit of 
France during the Belle Epoque. The 
Impressionists have become almost 
a cliché, their image so beloved and 
renowned, you can buy coffee mugs, 
umbrellas, ties and pillows with their 
paintings screen-printed on. Itcan be 
a challenge, then, to look at this work 
with! eyes and fresh interest. 

The AGA's exhibition, Painter as 
Printmaker: Impressionist Prints from 
the National Gallery of Canada, is ar- 
ranged chronologically, beginning with 
the works of Realists like Jean-Francois 
Millet and Camille Corot, and moves on 
to the Edouard Manet, the father of the 
Avant-Garde. Here we see a transition 
from the pastoral-like scenes of the re- 
alists to a more contemporary and inti- 
mate subject matter. 

By and large, most of the Impres- 
sionist and Post-Impressionist works 
are portraiture, closer in form to the 
photographic work of Julia Cameron 
Mitchell than to painting. Some, like 


Vincent van Gogh's "Portrait of Dr. 
Gachet" and Edgar Degas’ "Leaving 
the Bath,” are similar to the artists’ 
painted works. Others, like Manet's 


prints and Paul Cezanne's "The Large 


Bathers,” are different subject matter 
all together. 

Manet's print of artist Berthe Mori- 
sot, Manet's sister-in-law, is rough, 
almost cartoonish, but manages to 
convey both her beauty and her per- 
sonality—a much more intimate por- 
trait of the artist than a photograph 
could have provided. Alongside the 
image of Morisot is another print, 
"The Boy with a Dog.” The child, the 
son of a couple Manet knew, eventu- 
ally hanged himself in Manet's stu- 
dio, inspiring Charles Baudelaire's 
poem “La Corde." This is more inti- 
mate subject matter, biographical 
notes from Manet's life, and is some- 


g an Impressionist 


reveals the development of a movement 


to is. We assume a basic visual art 
literacy: that everyone has seen Mo- 
net's "Water Lilies” or Renoir's "Boat- 
ing Party" at one point or another, but 
the trite comments you occasionally 
overhear about their work ("I think 
Monet was near sighted") dismisses 
the notion that you can just assume 
everyone agrees on quality artwork, 
no matter how old or important. 
With this diverse audience in 
mind—those who know nothing and 
those who know everything about 
the work—the exhibition is set up 
for both. Extended labels provide 
background on key artwork, but the 
amountofin-gallery reading hasbeen 
reduced significantly. In its place are 
simple but well-designed interpre- 
tive walls, explaining the context the 
Impressionists were working in and 
why it was important. Even better, 
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Visiting Impressionist work is like visiting old 
friends, something familiar and comfortable, but 


sometimes very ordinary. 


how addressed in this smaller scale. 


Looking at the work of Mary Cas- 
satt, which is plainly inspired by 
Japanese woodblock prints, attests 
to both Cassatt's skill as an artist, as 
she finely renders her subjects, and 
her capacity to capture tender do- 
mestic scenes, for which she is most 
known. Similarly, Degas "Woman 
Bathing” looks like a study for one of 
his larger works. Your eye is immedi- 
ately drawn to the softness of the fe- 
male figure. As her hair falls over her 
face, you can make out the shadow 
of a nose, a mouth and a downward 
gaze—a banal moment of introspec- 
tion and concentration, that is both 
elegant and familiar, something we 
see everyday in the face of friends 
and family, yet take for granted. 
Itake for granted that you know who 
every one of the artists I'm referring 


another wall explains how the works 
have moved through history—how 
they were received in the 1870s and 
why they are so popular now. 

Visiting Impressionist work is like 
visiting old friends, something fa- 
miliar and comfortable, but some- 
times very ordinary. It is easy for 
Impressionist works to begin to run 
together, turning into one exquisite 
blur. Painter as Printmaker revives 
the relationship, getting back to 
fundamentals, renewing my own ap- 
preciation for these artists and their 
work, reminding me why we became 
friends in the first place. W 
caapamunuourossnnsnoigoNeRUANDARUANS SA) 
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Nine to Noon with Lionel Rault 
Weekdays, 9 am - 12 pm 


How you choose the music for your show? 


Second impression 


A New Light illuminates Canadian 


art past and present 


Clouds,” .EH. MacDonald 


ADAM WALDRON-BLAIN 
// ADAMWE@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


New Light: Canadian Painting After 
ionism is a neatly packaged 
little primer on some of the origins of Can- 
ada's visual landscape identity, leading up 
to the rise of the iconic Group of Seven. 
It's mostly focused on discussing how Im- 
pressionism made its way to this country, 
when the nation itself was structuring it- 
self, alongside Modernist thought. 

The Art Gallery of Alberta has a lot of 
this kind of work, and especially in light of 
its popularity it's good to see it displayed 
in a fairly straightforward and informa- 
tive manner, Compared to the instructive 
panels about Impressionism in the show 
of prints in the neighboring room, A New 
Light does a superior job of summarizing 
a historical moment. But the most inter- 
esting feature of the collection is the way 
that it provides a counterpoint to another 
show at the AGA, Mary Joyce's Speeding 
Subject, which sorely needs it. 

Mary Joyce makes an attempt to position 
herself against the huge Canadian tradi- 
tion represented by A New Light, which is 
in some ways understandable. The Group 
of Seven especially represents a kind of 
monolithic idea of what the country and 


How would you describe CKUA Radio? 
CKUA is such a natural for a visionary place like 


OUT OF THE SHADOW >> Landscapes that go beyond the Group of Seven 
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its art is about, and the kind of language 
about light and feeling that gives the 
show its title is certainly still a big part of 
our contemporary painting discourse. To 
Joyce, post-Impressionism represents the 
establishment in Canadian art, something 
wholly unconnected to contemporary fie. 
But Impressionism was once a terrifying 
new modernity itself, and many of these 
works were being made at the same time 
as the templates for Joyce's confused fu- 
turist repetition. 

It's hard, from our position, to imagine 
that the often-repeated suggestion that 
before these painters came along it was 
thought to be entirely out of the question 
to try to paint Canadian landscapes. How 
did such a major change in our thoughts 
about art and our own self-image become 
something so banal? The style is so inter- 
nalized and associated with an idea of his- 
tory that it's hard to even talk about these 
works and easy to avoid thinking about 
them, even though they are some ofthe 
best paintings on display in the city. * 
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Drawing on four decades of gigs in venues 
ranging from private parties for the rich and 
famous to biker bars and strip clubs, | program 
Nine to Noon like a live performance, 
determining whether a track would appeal to 
any or all of those audiences. 


ckua 


radionetwork 


Find out more about Lionel at: www.ckua.com/lionel 


Alberta, drawn from and contributing to the 
strong pioneering tradition in the province. It's 
the great cultural thread that runs through this 
lone land, where the distances are so vast. 


Edmonton 94.9 fm 


"SLSOMIVNIDIUO 


JUL 2- Jul 8, 2009 // WUWEWEEKLY 


arts // 35 


tm dvi ne a> ben shenne Or siesinnes 


EEKLY 


FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2889 
OR EMAIL 
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FEATS-FESTIVAL OF DANCE www. 
Se yee 
ice.CO! 0. « Uni - 
Mirek Fests: care tran ies Ha 
. 2 2pm, $15 at 
on the Square « Wierd Cabaret: Sat, 
July 9:30pm; $10 at TIX on the Square 
. E — ee in ees 
wy 3-4, 8pm, $20 at on the Square 
Sie uy July 2, 8pm; $15 at on 
the Square « Winspear Centre: Tributes, 
Hip Hop for Hope 6; July 4-5 
HIP HOP FOR HOPE 6-TRIBUTES 
Winspear Centre « Third Street Beat, 
with feats, suitable for all ages + July 
4-5, 7pm « $43-$38 (adult)/S22 (child 
12 years and under)/all tickets are $43 
at the door; tickets call 780.428.1414, 
www.hiphopforhope.com 


GALLERIES + MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10186-106 
St, 780.488.6611 « Di 5 
COMING UP NEXT: Pa aay SO 
until july 25 + Lower Gallery: ‘CHED: 
Couples in craft; until Oct 3 

ARF BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne 
Street, St. Albert, 780-459-3679 + WINGS 
AND PETALS: Artworks by Sharon 


Moore-Foster and Allison « July 2-Au 
1s ee reception and Pe Walk: e 


Thu, July 2, 6-9pm 
ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 
Enterprise Sq, 100, 10230 = Ave, 


780.422.6223 + THE Pi 
PRINT. - Impressionist prints 

from the National Gallery of Canada; 
until Aug 23 + Tuesday Tours: Painters, 


FEATS 


~ FESTIVAL GF DANCE 


ISd Photos: Chris Morris 
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ae Pirtinakers and eth Century France 


with Ruth Burns fuga and 28, 
12:10-12:50 » A NEW LIGHT: Canadian 
Painting after Impressionism; until 
Aug 23 « Art for Lunch; Enterprise 
Square Atrium: Free on the last Thu 
every month, 12:10-12:50pm + REAL 
ge Eee Gaeta 
en-Ner (video); until Sept 7 « 
Tours: Aug 18 and 25 + MINUTE of 
REAL : Video contest; until Sun, 
Aug 2, 11:59pm + REALISMS: Artworks 
showing various concepts of “Realism” 
as they appear in the Bion oh art; 
ie 4-Aug 23 « SPEEDING icT: 
New Works ae Mary Joyce's 
landscape paintings and drawings; 
until Aug 23 « Free (member)/$10 
(edult)'s7 (senior/student); $5 (6-12yrs)/ 
e (syrs and pees famnily—2 
adults, 4 children); Pay-What-You-May, 
Thu, 4-8pm 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE 

L ALBERTA 9103-95 Ave « SUMMER 
CELEBRATION; Jerry Berthelette, 
Rhea Royer Plouffe, Rachelle 
Bugeaud, and la guilde des artistes 
de Drummondville; until July 7 « 
Patricia Trudeau, Diane Plasse, Lucie 


» Tettamente, Sarah Michaud, and 


the winners of the poster contest; 


until July 9 « WOMEN AND ART: 
Paintings by Nathalie Shewchuk-Paré, 
Madeleine Bellmond, and Group 


Artnanas, and retrospective arworks 
y Mary Topping; July 10-21; opening 
reception: July 10, 7-8:30pm 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED 
GALLERY 9621-82 Ave, 780.498.1984 « 
MYSELF, THE PORT: : A series of 
male portraits and other works + Until 
Aug 30 


CROOKED POT GALLERY 4912-52 
Ave, Stony Plain, 780.963.9573 - Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-spm « Featuring mOHery 
pe for indoor and outdoor dinin: 

y Tammy Parks-Legge + Through July 
ELECTRUM GALLERY rat | Stony 
Plain Rd, 780.482.1402 « Gold and silver 
jewellery by Wayne Mackenzie, and 
artworks by various artists 


FAB GALLERY Fine Arts Bldg, U of A, 
122 St, 89 Ave, 780.492.2081 « SOUND- 
SCAPES: Paintings by Kim Sala + 


DESIGN CELEBRATING HOPE: Design © 
soulent Bef A International ae De- 
partment of Music colla 

visual mantepte for the ae 
Project, Giving Voice to Hope: Music of 
Liberian Refugees + Until July 4 


FIRST CHOICE TREE NURSERY— 
MORINVILLE RRs 245, 780.9 8 
www.firstchoicetreenursery.ca « IN 
THE GARDEN: Showcasing works by lo- 
cal piesa es 
dancers and visual arts, with 15 live plant 
dresses designed and created ty Cory 
Christopher Designs « Until July 5 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave, 
bsmt of the Paint S) SF pes aioe 

+ NORTHERN EXOTICA: Artworks by 
ames Trevelyan + Opening reception: 
uly 4, 2-spm; through July 


GALLERY AT MILNER Stanley A. 
Milner Library Main Fl, Sir Winston 
Churchill Square, 780.496.7030 » COS- 
MIC MYSTERIES: Featuring the wide 
skies of Alberta and distal galicies: 
July 4-30; opening reception: Tue, Jul 
14, ee + Edmonton Room: P: 
EARTH: Alberta Society of Artists + 
Until July 6 


GALLERY IS Alexander Way, 5123-48 

$5 Bed pe 40 Beste . wae A 3 
: Paint eri Lynn Ing an 

Mika Schnee? eee 


HARCOURT HOUSE ad Fl, 10215-1212 
St, pi mee + 21° AND RISING: 
Members Show « Annex: NAKED 
EXHIBITION: Figure-based artworks 
by participants in the model sessions; 
until July 18 


HARRIS-WARKE GALLERY-RED 
DEER Sunworks, 4924 Ross St, Red Deer, 
403:346.89 7° B) : Sculptures and 
rawings by Tanya Zuzak « July 3-Aug 7 + 
Opening reception: Fri, July 3, 6-8pm 


JEFF ALLEN ART GALLERY Strathcona 
nee Se Some 10831 ao ee 
ve, 780. 07 * : Water- 
colours of ee es and flowers by 
Yomiko Hoyano « June 30-July 30 « 
Opening reception: July 8, 6:30-8:30pm 
JOHNSON GALLERY - Southside: 


7711-85 St, 780.465.6171; New works b' 
Ada Wong, Julie Drew, Ruth Vontobel- 


Info: 780.422.8107 
www.abdancealliance.ab.ca 


. Tara Cheyenne Performance 


Nick & Juanita 


LIVIN’ IN MY DREAMS 


Presented by feats— Festiva! of Dance in partnership with the TransAlta Arts Barns 


July 3-4 
8:00pm 
Westbury Theatre @ 
TransAlta Arts Barns 
(10330-84 Avenue) 
Tickets $20 

TIX on the Square: 
780.420.1757 


“Tara Cheyenne 
Friedenberg's two-act 
solo brings theatre and 
dance together in an 
incandescently 
hilarious performance.” 


—Colin Thomas, Georgia 
Straight (Vancouver) 


WUEWEEKLY // JUL 2 - JUL 8, 2009 


Daniel Bagan. by Sol M 
Port a Se ol ta 
¢, Jim Painter, 


‘isto 
of Edmonton. Wood c ‘by Adie. 


Pottery by Noboru Kubo + 


July 
KAMENA Cc TrS, 

780. ee mae fed, Fri 1oam-6- 
pm; Thu 10am-7pm; Sat 1oam-spm 

+ Artworks by various artists 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St 
78.0;423:5353 + Summer Rooftop Patio 
Series: Every Thu 5-9 pm until Aug 
13; Parlour Magazine on July 2; U of A 
lumni Association on July 9 
MCMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospi- 
tal, 8440-112 St, 780.407.7152 »« NATU- 
RAL DESIGNS: Landscape pate S 
and abstract photographs by Jim Visser 
and Wenda Salomons « Until Aug 23 


MCPAG Multicultural Centre Public 
Art Gallery, San Be St, Stony Plain, 
780.963.2777 + HIGH ART? Art by stu- 
dents at Stony Plai —_ School; until 
ifs Be peg a fa sculpture 

y laargaret Lozinski; July 11-Aug 12; 
opening reception: Sun, July 12 
MICHIF CULTURAL AND METIS RE- 
SOURCE INSTITUTE 9 Mission Ave, 
St. Albert, 780.651.8176 « Aborigi 
Veterans Display « Gk Shop - Finger 
eating and sash display by Celina 

oyer 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 
19 Perron St, St Albert, 780.460.4310 + 
O'CANADA PROJECT: Amy Loewan’s 
installation; July 2-Aug 1; opening 
reception: ively 2, 6-9pm 


a a ete OF AL- 
555 Roper Rd, 780.427.1750 « 
THE BANFF CENTRE! 75 YEAR OF 
Lee oe CREATIVITY + Until July 
24 + Free 


SCOTT GALLERY 10412-1724 St, 

(Lear + NEW WORKS: Sculptures 
y Peter Hide « Until July 7 

SNAP GALLERY 10309°97 St- THE 

LEDGE-SUITE: Mark Bovey's series 

of eel rints; until July 18 « RAW 

MAT: S AND ROSE COLOURED. 

GLASSES: Printworks by April Dean 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY Mel- 
cor Cultural Centre, 35-5 Ave, Spruce 
Grove, ee ee + THROU! 

BEAUTY, TO BEAUTY: artworks by 
Mandy Archibald + Until July 4 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY Mel- 
cor Cultural Centre, 35-5 Ave, Spruce 
Grove « ONE FOOT SQUARE: Allied 
Arts Council of Spruce Grove, Mem- 
bers' novelty show; July 6-25, Mon-Fri 
1oam-8pm; Sat 10am-s5pm + Opening 
reception: July 11, 1-4pm 


ST ALBERT ART WALK Wares, 
780.459.1690; Meese Clothing, 
780.418.1388; Gemport, 780.458.7499; 
Art Beat Gallery, 7 0-459 36795 Profiles 
Gallery , 780.460.4310; Studio Gal- 
lery, 780.460.5993; Bookstore on 
Perron, 780.406.4674; Crimson Quill, 
780.418.7803; Roche's Fine Things, 
780.459.4095; Concept Jewellery De- 
sign, 780.458.4660 « fu ly 2, 6-9pm 
STEPPES GALLERIES 1253, 1359- 2 St 
+ West cater Paintings Pay 
Eepees until Aug 3 « East Gallery: 
GLASS SOUL: Acrylic on ae by 
Manola Borrajo; until July 6 « To view 


contact: Kelley Bernt at kelley.bernt@ 
bldg-inc.ca 
TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 1121:- 


142 St, 780.452.9100 « DA VINCI: THE 
GENIUS: Until a7 IMAX: VAN 


GOGH: BRUSH GENIUS; until 
Sept 7 
TU GALLERY 10718-1224 St, 


780.452.9664 « VIBRANT EARTH: Art- 
works penuae Adams and Joseph 
McLaughlin « Until July 4 


URBAN ROOTS 10418 Whyte Ave 

+ Open: Wed-Sat 12-4pm or Ph 

780. Fe 7e7e » PETITE NUDES-A DU- 

hut OF FORM: Sculptures by Ritchie 

Velthuis and Beata Kurpinski Jul 

7-August 15 + Opening reception: hily 

9, 7-0pm 

VAAA GALLERY = Fl, 10215-112 St, 
80.421.1731 » DIVERSITY 2009: « Until 
uly 18 

WHYTE AVENUE ART WALK Paint 


Spot and Throughout the Whyte Av- 
enue District - July 10-12 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper A 
780.423. = Poetry Nights sed Fr 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 
ai 
CARROT CAFE 9351-118 Ave, 
Testers circ Oteigas ess 
ath tue every month gethe 


LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR 21053-86 
Ave, 780.479.5382, www.levabar.com . 
Standing room only, poetry every 3rd 
Sun evening a 


ROSIE'S 10475-80 Ave, 780.439.7211 « 
TALES: Edmonton Storytelling Café. 
T.A.L.E,S. Alberta League Encouraging 
Storytelling open mic « ist Thu each 
month, 7-9pm + Pay-What-You-Will 
(min $6); info at 780.932.4409 


ROUGE LOUNGE 10111-1:7 St, 
880.902.5900 » Poetry Tuesday: Every 
e with Edmonton's local poets - 

8pm + No cover 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY j Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq, 780.422.8174 - 
Writers Guild of Alberta and Edmon- 
ton Public Library Presents: The Isa- 
bel Miller Young Writers Award 2009 
for young Alberta writers age 12-18) 
hapbook Launch « July 4, 2pm 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave, 
780.422.8174 » The Poets’ Haven: Mon- 
day Night reading series presented 
by Stroll of Poets » Every Mon, 7pm - 
$5 door 


COWARDLY KISS THEATRE'S 
FRINGE FUNDRAISER Teddy's Pub, 
11361 Jasper Ave + A two-show Fringe 
Fundraiser, featuring music, stand-up 
comedyand a dance party « Sat, July 
25, 7pm + $10 


THE LION KING Jubilee Auditorium - 
Broadway Across Canada’s theatrical 
production with a cast of more than 
0 actors, directed by Julie Taymor + 
faly 2-Aug 2 « Tickets at TicketMaster 


MOTHER OF THE YEAR Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, www.teatro- 
laquindicina.com - New Bay ey 
Stewart Lemoine + July 9-25 Tue-Sat 
:30pm; Sat mats apm + $25 (adult)/$20 
(stu lent/senior) at TIX on the Square; 
ast Fri: Two-For-One; Tue: Pay-What- 
You-Can (door); matinees: $15 


OH SUSANNA! 4TH OF JULY 
SPECIAL: A SALUTE TO AMERI- 

CA Varscona Theatre 10329-83 Ave, 
780.433.3399 * The Euro-style variety 
spectacle pays tribute to our Southern 
cousins on their nation's birthday! A 
night of stars 'n stripes, hosted by in- 
ternational lamour-gal Susanna Pa- 
tchouli and the ever-divine Eros, God 
of Love! Laughs! Music! Cocktails! « 
Sat, July 4, 11pm « Tickets at the door 
starting 10:30pm; www.varsconathe- 
atre.com/ohsusanna 


RIBBON-ONE WOMAN'S paral 
DISCOVERING ALBERTA S BLACK 
PIONEERS Nancy Appleby Theatre, 
4720-48 St, Athabasca + A one woman 
B ay presented by Ground Zero Pro- 

luctions and Black Settlers of Alberta 
and Saskatchewan Historical Society 
«July 3, 7:30pm « $10 (door), at the 
Athabasca Visitor Info Centre, Value 
Drugs in Athabasca 


SIX DANCE LESSONS IN SIX WEEKS 

Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 16615-1309 _ 

Ave, ape ae 051 « By Richard Alfieri, 

the story o: the acquaintance between 
ly retiree and her youn; 

3 » Tickets 
at Mayfield box office; toll-free: 
1.877.529.7829 
THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave, Ta-448 085 + Rapid 
Fire Theatre’s weekly insane improv 
show « Every Fri iS a) « Until July 

+ $10/$8 (member) at TIX on the 
quare 


YOU'RE A GOOD MAN, CHARLIE 

BROWN 10322-83 Ave, 780.439.2845 ° 

Musical by Clark Gesner and Andrew 
ae ans. se Mat: Sun 


a spri 
Fe re . ay 3-Au 


Lippa ; 
july: i, one . 18 at TIX on the 
Square; www.walterdaleplayhouse. 
com 
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urb your enthusiasm 


Whatever Works rarely does, a thin and lazy comic throwback 


JOSEF BRAUN 
// \OSEF@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
ALANINE REET TCIERAN I  UFOLONAAILIN OIC 
ts title alone, the verbal equivalent 
of a shrug, evokes creative lethargy, 
and indeed the script was dug out of a 
desk drawer caked in 30 years of dust. 
But no one ever accused Woody Allen 
of trying to be up-to-date—not even 
Woody Allen. So if the stray signs of 
contemporary life spied in the margins 
of the Manhattan Chinatown locations 
are just about the only things that keep 
Whatever Works from feeling like 1979, 
well, the comic sensibility driving the 
film is of a considerably elder vintage 
anyway. And if we like Woody, we're 
hardly bothered by his tending to the 
flame of old-old-school humour accom- 
panied by a soundtrack of even older 
records. "They really don't write them 
like they used to,” says our protagonist 
Boris Yellnikoff. Though he has exclu- 
sive knowledge of his being watched 
by an audience and repeatedly breaks 
the fourth wall, Boris seems somehow 
oblivious to the fact the movie he lives 
inside of is being written very much 
like they used to. 

So another old curmudgeon strikes 
up an unlikely but not inconceivable 
romance with a nubile innocent, the 
pair enacting a variation on Pygmalion 
in which the professor provides les- 
sons not so much in sophistication as 
cynicism. Boris is a windbag, a stupen- 
dously voluble misanthrope, the self- 
described intellectual superior of the 
vast majority of the human race, a fact 
he's able to confirm regularly by teach- 
ing chess to talentless children who, 
naturally, he chastises mercilessly. At 
one point, he suggests that all parents 
should send their kids to concentration 
camp. He's a total prick and makes no 
bones about it. But he has his vulner- 
able side: he's deeply paranoid and su- 
perstitious, a failed suicide attempt has 
left him with a permanent limp and he 
has regular middle-of-the-night panic 
attacks. He's also one of the worst- 
dressed people in a movie full of people 
who dress really, really bad. 

He's also got some sort of a soft spot, 
however small, one massaged by Mel- 


rey 


Join us at Terwillegar Park and enjoy two days 
KIDS! ENTER OUR MINI 
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| My Sister's Keeper 


CYNIC CLINIC >> Larry David teaches Evan Rachel Wood how to be acerbic in the middling Whatever Works // supplied 


odie St. Ann Celestine (Evan Rachel 
Wood), an absurdly cheerful Southern 
elf who Boris grudgingly takes into his 
home, She talks like an endearing idiot, 
though we assume she must have sort 
of an edge to her given that she had the 
gumption to leave a stable home and 
starve it out in the Big Apple all alone 
with nothing more than the near-uni- 
formly pink clothes on her back. And 
we know she must possess some sense 
of discretion when she comes home 
disappointed after hearing a concert 
by some band called Anal Sphincter. 
We might suspect Boris of lecherous 
intentions but he makes it perfectly 
clear that he's uninterested in sex. 
How these two manage to connect 
seems to have more to do with des- 
peration and sublime timing. 


LARGE COMEDY RAFT RACE KIDS MINI RAFT RACE « PANCAKE BREAKFAST « FACE PAINT 


SOURDOUGH RIVER FESTIVAL 2009 


COME CELEBRATE HALF A CENTURY OF FUN! 
of family fun in our beautiful river valley! There's something for everyone... 
RAFT RACE AND WIN GREAT PRIZES! 


i MAMMOET 
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The casting of Larry David as Boris 
seems inspired, the star of Curb Your 
Enthusiasm being a garrulous ranter of 
singular ability. It's no stretch whatso- 
ever to imagine David in the role of res- 
ident Allen stand-in. But maybe that's 
the problem. Had David been forced to 
stretch a little more he may have been 
better able to play stakes convincingly, 
thus making the comedy more urgent 
and, we hope, funnier (a few choice 
moments really fly, but more of them 
fall flat). And he may have been able 
to convey more of a sense of Boris’ in- 
ner life, the house of all those kooky 
contradictions that Allen loves to 
play with. Boris finally seems like he 
should really have just been played by 
Allen, who, no matter how droopy the 
material, can virtually always make us 


believe that he’s truly falling in love. 
Orat the very least, lust. 

Rounding out the cast, Wood does a 
pretty remarkable job of giving Melodie 
some sort of journey of self-discovery, 
and ifthe guy she inevitably leaves Boris 
for is complete tool—he's a handsome 
actor who lives on a houseboat and 
plays the flute for Christ's sake—well, 
perhaps there's some truth to that sort 
of match. Patricia Clarkson plays Melo- 
die's mom and Ed Begley Jr. plays her 
dad, and they too manage to breathe a 
little life into their corny types, ie: Jesus- 
lovin’ Southern conservatives that only 
need a sojourn in funky ol’ New York 
with frank atheists like Boris to realize 
how much richer life can be when you 
redefine yourselves as pseudo-cultured 
bohemians. But regardless of the cast's 


ING » MUSIC - DISPLAYS » EXHIBITS « SOUVENIRS » WATER FIGHT « SPECIAL GUESTS 


eJULY 11 &12 


FOR EVENT INFORMATION: 
email: sourdgh@telusplanet.net «4 
www.sourdoughraftraceassociation.com 
or call: (780) 406-0235 


pro es 


Revenge of the mid-summer machines 
by Brian Gibson 


Brian Gibson gets bowled over by summer 
blockbusters in SideVue 
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efforts, the unmistakable thinness of 
these characters, each of them essen- 
tially background players in a one-man 
show, combined with the limits of the 
story's dynamics, dependent as it is on 
cliché plot twists, renders Whatever 
Works into passable Woody, but hardly 
must-see. At least it makes an effort 
to be genuinely optimistic in the end, 
which is surely not the easiest thing for 
Woody Allen and, for that alone, I con- 
fess I left the theatre with my cockles a 
little warmer than when [ entered. V 
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WHATEVER WORKS 
WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY WOODY ALLEN 

STARING LARRY DAVID, EVAN RACHEL WOOD 
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PRINCESS 


eS eS SS 
10337 - Whyte Ave. - 433-0728 


JOSEF BRAUN 
//\OSEF@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Fc all its ostensible chilly formal- 
ism, for all its legendary difficul- 
ty, in the slowly shifting dynamic of 
Suggestion, resistance and surrender 
that underlies every moment of Last 
Year at Marienbad there are things 
that, to my mind, can't help but 
worm their way into the most tene- 
brous corners of the psyche. Memory, 
to paraphrase a character in Roberto 
Bolano's The Savage Detectives, is a 
language we all (mistakenly) believe 
we speak. But its malleability, its es- 
sential formlessness, holds the key 
to our deepest fears and desires. The 
seduction at the heart of Marienbad 
is that of having someone recount 
to you all that you can't recall about 
some moment that's either dissolved 
into the fog of your past or, you 
strongly suspect, never happened. 
The seducer wants you to believe in 
that romance you never had, tell- 
ing it to you over and over until this 
miracle happens and you begin to 
complete the memory yourself. And 
if you can be persuaded of the ver- 
ity of this memory—of not only the 
romance but also the possibility of 
its revival—you may still have the 
chance at freedom you thought lost. 
The promise of Marienbad is right 


NOGHTLY © 5:50 A SOP « SAT & SUNDAY MATINEES 8 200PM 
: ‘ 8 1 SATE Y Mal : 
RATED PE. VOLDME NIGHTLY @ 7,00 & S:OOPM » SAT & SUNDAY MATINEES @ 2:20PM 


RATED: P.6. NUDITY 


GARNEAU 
theatre 


8712 - 109 Street - 435-0728 


Comletn Micha} rap Rail 


£4 Patyea Jarry 
Heder. de Clarkson Bend Tull Melee 


Whatever 
Norks 
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Leno te de 
Woody Allen 


METRO WILL BE CLOSED 
FOR THE SUMMER! 
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BUT NOT TO WORRY, 
WE'LL BE BACK IN LATE 
AUGUST WITH PLENTY OF 


WHATEVER WORKS 
NIGHTLY #720 & S00PM SAT & SUNDAY MATINEES # 2:00PM 
RATED PG. SEXUAL CONTENT NOT RECOMMENDED FOR CHILOREN 
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DVD // LAST YEAR AT MARIENBAD 


You must remember this 


Formalist masterpiece hunts down the elusiveness of memory 


ANNUS MIRABILIS >> Resnais' film still dazzles //supptied 


there in a narrative as utterly simple as 
its realization is labyrinthine, a varia- 
tion on a thousand other movies—in 
short, a love triangle. At a vast luxury 
country resort populated by well- 
heeled guests, X (Italian heartthrob bue countless perfume adverts and 
Giorgio Albertazzi) tries to convince inspire Stanley Kubrick's wandering 
A (Delphine Seyrig, virtually unknown «through the Overlook Hotel in The 
atthe time) that they metinthissame Shining. In the flamboyantly elliptical 
place the year previous, fellinloveand editing patterns of Resnais and edi- 
planned to run away together: away _ tors Henri Colpiand Jasmine Chasney, 
from prying eyes and oppressive dé- _ the film's baffling yet most explicit 
cor, away from M (Sacha Pitoéff), As expression of its interplay of memory 
pale, vaguely vampiric husband, away 


transpires. Sacha Vierny's weightless 
camerawork and Jacques Saulnier's 
production design—the hotel's inte- 
riors were all constructed—convey 
an absolute elegance that would im- 


from “this edifice of a bygone era, . 

this sprawling, sumptuous, baroque, q The seduction at the 
gloomy hotel where one endless cor- heart of Marienbad 
ridor follows another"—a place where is that of having 
people seem to always be mets out someone recount 

of sheer habit, where statues seem to 

move when no one looks, and people to you all that you 


can't recall about 
some moment that's 
either dissolved into 


often resemble statues, a place where 
even shadows reveal discrepancies and 
whose boundaries are never breached 
at any point in the movie. As the cam- 


era continually surveys the place, the fog of your past 
aif isles ghost. yousar tr, you strongly 

wi 2 

to be found within its moldings, chan- suspect, never 
deliers and sculpted doorways. happened. 


and fantasy, we find the blueprint for 
the most mesmerizing sequences in 
Wong Kar-Wai. In Seyrig's marvelous 
performance, aided by a dizzying ar- 
ray of costume changes furnished by 
Coco Chanel, bewitching make-up 
and sweep of bangs that seem to in- 
vite her being swept off her feet, we're 
given a beguiling balance of cool 
opacity and near-palpable anxiety. 


Director Alain Resnais and novelist- 
turned-screenwriter Alain Robbe- 
Grillet never let on, Robe-Grillet was 
inspired by Adolfo Bioy Casares's 
fantastical masterwork The Invention 
of Morel, and his script shares the 
Argentine author's design of a nar- 
rative logic that remains partially 
hidden from the audience while pro- 
viding a solid foundation for all that 


GREAT FILMS. 


SSSCSSSSOSHSSSSSSSESSSHESSESSSSSSSESHOSSESSESEESESESE 


HAVE AGREAT SUMMER! 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 
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She proves just how 
one face can give 
‘unease, while still 


tricate inves- 
core themes— 
litical subtext—in 
ily inhabit another 
haunted house in 
dia Song. 
s well-endowed 


t in the thing, its de- 
ns and strange echoes, 
d glass and collapsing 
the sexual assault that 
n show. And even after 
seen it again I question 
nory of it, small moments 
have happened, or maybe 
just alluded to, maybe only suggested 
in some subtle way. Maybe I just in- 
vented them, as we sometimes do 
with movies that consume us. I'll 
happily re-watch it and try to confirm 
whether this or that memory is true, 
though I suspect I'll just get lost all 
over again. Either way, these memo- 
ries are worth holding onto, even if 
they lead me astray. W 
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FRI, JULY 3, 2009 — THU, JULY 9, 2009 
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CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
50 ‘Dr, jasper, 780.852 4749 


‘TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN 
(PG, violence, crude content, not recommended 
for children) 


Daily 1:30, 6:30, 9:20 
ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS (G) 
Daily 1:30, 7:00, 9:20 


CINEMA IN THE SUBURBS 
"Whiternud Crossing, 4211-106 St, 780.496.1822 
A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM (STC) 


Wed, July 8: 6:30; Part of the Shakespeare Movie 
Series 


EDMONTON FILM SOCIETY 
Iberta Museum, 102 Ave, 128 St, 780.439.5204 
CARMEN JONES (STC) Mon, July 6: 8:00 


CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 
507-130 Ave, 780.472.9779 
KAMBAKKHT ISHQ (Hindi W/E.S.T.) (STC) 
Fri-Sat 2:05, 4:05, 7:45, 10:45; Sun-Thu 2:05, 4:05, 7:45 
NEW YORK (HINDI W/E.S.T.) (24A, violence) 
Fri-Sat 1:10, 4:10, 7:50, 10:40; Sun-Thu 1:10, 4:10, 
750 
LAND OF THE LOST (PG, coarse language, crude 
content) 
Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:40, 7:10, 9:35, 11:50; Sun-Thu 1:45, 
4:40, 7:10, 9:35 
DRAG ME TO HELL (4A, not recommended for 
children, frightening scenes) 
Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:50, 7:35, 10:00, 12:15; Sun-Thu 1:55, 
4:50, 7:35, 10:00 
» TERMINATOR SALVATION (244) 
Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:05, 6:55, 9:40, 12:05; Sun-Thu 1:20, 
4:05, 6:55, 9:40 
GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG, language 
may offend, not recommended for children) 
Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:10, 6:50, 9:25, 11:40; Sun-Thu 1:20, 
4:10, 6:50, 9:25 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (14A, violence, 
not recommended for children) 
Fri-Sat 1:50, 4:30, 7:10, 9:50, 12:10; Sun-Thu 1:50, 
4:30, 7:10, 9:50 
OBSESSED (144) 


Fri-Sat 10:00, 12:15; Sun-Thu 10:00 

T? AGAIN (PG, crude content) 

Daily 2:35, 4:25, 6:45, 9:20 

HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE (G) 
Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:35, 7:05, 9:30, 11:45; Sun-Thu 1:40, 
4:35) 7:05, 9:30 

MONSTERS VS. ALIENS(G) 

Daily 1:30, 4:20, 7:00, 9:15 


1 LOVE YOU, MAN (4A, coarse language, crude 
content) 3 

Fri-Sat 1:25, 4:25, 7:30, 9:55, 12:15; Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:15, 
73% 9355 

RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN (PG) 

Daily 2:00, 4:45, 7:20 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH ¥ 


‘14231-137th Avenue, 780.732.2236 


ICE AGE; DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS (G) 

No passes Daily 1:10, 3:40, 6:35, 9:00 

ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS 3D (G) 
Digital 3d, No passes Daily 12:30, 2:50, 5:20, 7:50} 
to:10 

PUBLIC ENEMIES (244, violence) : 

No passes Daily 12:15, 1:00, 3:20, 4:10, 6:30, 7:20, 
9:40, 10:30 

MY SISTER'S KEEPER (144) 

FricTue, Thw 2:20, 3:50, 6:50, 9:30; Wed 3:50, 6:50, 
9:30; Star and Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 
TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN 
(PG, not recommended for children, crude con- 
tent, violence) 

No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 11:50, 12:20, 12:50, 2:25, 3:10, 
3545, 4:25, 6:25, 6:45, 7:15» 7°45; 9°45: 10°25, 10°45; Wed 
12550, 12:20, 12:50, 2:15, 3:10, 3:45, 4:15, 6:15, 7:15: 7°45) 
9245, 10:15, 10245 

YEAR ONE (244, crude content) 

Daily 22:10, 2:40, 5:10, 7:40, 10:20 

THE PROPOSAL (PG, coarse language) 

Daily 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:50 

THE TAKING OF PELHAM 123 (4A, violence, 
coarse ) 

Daily 1:30, 4:00, 7:10 

THE HANGOVER (8A, language may offend, 
nudity, crude content) 

Daily 12:40, 3:00, 5:30, 8:00, 10:40 

UP IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D (G) . 
Digital 3d Daily 12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00 
ANGELS AND DEMONS (144, violence) 
Daily 9:55 


MMT CCL CLL LLL CLC 


CINENPLEX ODEON SOU 
525-99 St, TBOAIG.8585 

ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS 3D (c) 
Digital 3d, No passes Pri, Sun-Thu 22:45, 12:15, 2:15, 
2:45» 4:45, 5:15, 7-40, 8:00, 10:15, 10:40; Sat 11:45, 
1215, 2215, 2:45, §:00, 5:15, 7:40, 8:00, 10715, 10:40 
PUBLIC ENEMIES (14A, violence) 

No passes Daily 11:45, 12:20, 3:15, 3:45, 6245, 7:40, 
10:20, 10:50 

MY SISTER'S KEEPER (14A) 

Fri-Wed 12:40, 3:10, 6:50, 9:30; Thu 4:00, 6:50, 9:30; 
Star and Strollers Screening: Thu 1:00 
TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN 


(PG, not recommended for children, crude con- 
tent, violence) 


No passes Daily 11:30, 12:00, 12:30, 12:45, 3:00, 
3:30, 4:00, 4:15, 6:30, 7:00, 7:30, 7:45, 10:00, 10:20, 
11:00, 11:15 

YEAR ONE (144, crude content) 

Daily 1:20, 4:30, 7:10, 9:45 

THE PROPOSAL (PG, coarse language) 

Daily 1:10, 4:20, 7:20, 10:30 


THE TAKING OF PELHAM 123 (4A, violence, 
coarse language) 

Fri-Wed 12:50, 3:50, 6:35, 9:15; Thu 12:50, 3:50, 10:50 
THE HANGOVER (iA, language may offend, 
nudity, crude content) 

Daily 1:15, 3:40, 7:50, 10:50 

UP IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D (G) 

Digital 3d Daily 12:50, 3:25, 6:45, 9:20 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN (PG) 

Daily 12:35, 3:20, 6:20 

ANGELS AND DEMONS (14A, violence) 

Daily 9:40 

STAR TREK (PG, violence) 

Daily 11:40, 2:50, 6:40, 10:25 

FOREVER PLAID (STC) 

Thu 8:00 


CITY CENTRES 
10200-102 Ave, 780.421.7020 

PUBLIC ENEMIES (144, violence) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, No passes, Stadium Seating 
Daily 12:00, 3:15, 6:30, 9°45 
TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN 
(PG, violence, crude content, not recommended 
for young children) 
Stadium seating, Dolby Stereo Digital, No passes 
Fri 12:15, 12:30, 3:45, 4:00, 7:15, 8:00, 10:40; Stadium 
Seating, Dolby Stereo Digital Sat-Thu 12:15, 12:30, 
3545, 4:00, 7:15, 8:00, 10:40 
ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS (G) 
Digital 3d, No passes Daily 2:15, 4:15, 7:00, 10:00 
UP (G) 
DTS Digital, Stadium Seating, Digital 3d Daily 
12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:40 
YEAR ONE (14A, crude content) 
DTS Digital, Stadium Seating Daily 12:40, 3:40, 6:40 
THE TAKING OF PELHAM 123 (4A, violence, 
coarselanguage) 
Stadium Seating, Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 9:30 
MY SISTER'S KEEPER (144) 
No Passes, Stadium Seating, DTS Digital Fri-Tue, 
Thu 12:10, 3:00, 7:30, 10:15; Wed 12:10, 3:00, 10:15 
THE PROPOSAL (PG, coarse language) 
Stadium Seating, Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 12:45, 
3:30, 7:10, 9:50 
THE HANGOVER (8A, language may offend, 
nudity, crude content) 
Stadium Seating, Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 1:00, 
4:30, 7:20, 10:10 


A2TI-139 Ave, 780.472.7600 
UP (G) 
Reald 3d Fri 1:40, 4:20, 7:10, 9:30 
THE HANGOVER (i8A, language may offend, 
nudity, crude content) 
Fri 1:50, 4:40, 7:20, 9:55 
THE PROPOSAL (PG, coarse language) 
Fri 1:00, 4:00, 6:55, 9:40 


YEAR ONE (14A, crude content) 
Fri 1:20, 3:50, 6:35 


TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE 


FALLEN (PG, violence, crude content, not 
recommended for young children) 

No passes Fri 12:00, 12:30, 3:25, 4:30 6:40, 8:30, 
10:00 

MY SISTER'S KEEPER (144) 

No passes Fri 1:30, 4:10, 6:50, 9:45 

ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS (G) 
Digital 3d, No passes Fri 12:50, 2:10, 4:30, 7:00, 
9:20 

ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS (G) 
No passes Fri 1:10, 3:40, 6:30, 9:00 

PUBLIC ENEMIES (:4A, violence) 

No passes Fri 12:20, 3:30, 6:45, 9:50 
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THE TAKING OF PELHAM 123 ( 
coarse language) 
Fri 9:10 


DUGGAN CINEMA - CAMROSE 
5601-48 Ave, Camrose, 780.608.2164 

DATE OF ISSUE ONLY: THU, JULY 2 

UP(G) 

Thu, July 2: 7:00, 9:00 


THE HANGOVER (8A, crude content, nudity, 
language may offend) 
Thu, July 2: 2:20, 7:20, 9:20 


ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS (c) 
Thu, July 2: 2:00 

MY SISTERS KEEPER (4A) 

Thu, July 2: 3:00, 7715, 9:15; Movies for Mommies: 
Thu July a: 1:00 


PUBLIC ENEMIES (14A, violence) 
Thu, July 2: 2:15, 7:15, 9:15 


THE TAKING OF PELHAM 123 (14A, coarse 
language, violence) 
Thu, July 2: 725 925 


THE PROPOSAL (PG, coarse language) 
Thu, July 2: 7:05 9:15 


TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN 
(PG, violence, crude content, not recommended 
for young children) 

Thu, July a: 1:45, 6:45, 9:30; 


GALAXY - SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 780.416.0150 
ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS (G) 
No passes Daily 11:45, 2:20, 4:55, 7:15, 9°35 


PUBLIC ENEMIES (4A, violence) 
No passes Daily 12:15, 3:20, 6:45, 10:10 


MY SISTER'S KEEPER (4A) 

Daily 12:30, 4:30, 7:20, 10:00 
TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN 
(PG, not recommended for children, crude con- 
tent, violence) 

No passes Daily 11:30, 12:00, 1:00, 3:00, 3:30, 5:00, 
6:30, 7:00, 9:00, 9:45, 10:15 

YEAR ONE (14A, crude content) 

Daily 7:40, 10:25 

THE PROPOSAL (PG, coarse language) 

Daily 1s, 4:15, 7:10, 9:50 

THE HANGOVER (:8A, language may offend, 
nudity, crude content) 

Fri-Wed 1:45, 4:45, 7:30, 10:20} Thu 1:45, 4:45, 10:45 
UP (G) 

Daily 12:45, 3:45, 6:50, 9:15 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN (PG) 

Daily 1:30, 4:00 

FOREVER PLAID (STC) 

Thu 8:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert, 
780.458.9822 


4A, violence, 


DATE OF ISSUE ONLY: THU, JULY 2 
PUBLIC ENEMIES (144) 
July 2: 1:45, 4:20, 6:50, 9:30 


ICE AGE DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS (G) 
No passes Thu, July 2: 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00 8:55 


THE HANGOVER (:8A, crude content, nudity, 
language may offend) 

Thu, July 2: 1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 7:20, 9:20 

YEAR ONE (14A, crude content) 

Thu, July 2: 2:30, 3:30 5:25, 7:30, 9:25 


TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN 
(PG, violence, crude content, not recommended 
for young children) 

Thu, July 2: 12:40, 3:45,.6:30, 9:15 


Leduc, 780.352.3922 

THE PROPOSAL (PG, coarse language) 

Daily 12:55, 3:20, 6:55, 9:20 

TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN 
(PG, violence, crude content, not recommended 
for young children) 

Daily 12:45, 3:45. 6:45. 9:45 

ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS (G) 
Daily 1:05, 3:25, 705, 9°25 

PUBLIC ENEMIES (1A, violence) 

Daily 1:00, 3:40, 7:00, 9:40 

PARKLAND CINEMA 7 

no Sproce Grove, 780.972.2332; Serv- 

a an Penta 

ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS (G) 
Daily 6:55, 9:00; Sat, Sun, Tue, Thu 12:55, 3:00; not 
presented In 3D 


PUBLIC ENEMIES (24A, violence) 

Daily 6:50, 9:25; Sat, Sun, Tue, Thu 22:50, 3:25 

TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN 

, violence, crude content, not recommended 
children) 


ir 
Daily 6:45, 9:30; Sat, Sun, Tue, Thu 12:45, 330 
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J (a4A, crude content) 
Daily 7:10; Sat, Sun, Tue, Thu 1:10, 320 


THE PROPOSAL (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 7:05, 9:20; Sat, Sun, Tue, Thu Los, 3:20 


TAKING OF PELHAM 123 (14A, coarse lan- 
guage, violence) 


Daily 9210 

7. 
THE HANGOVER (iA, crude content, nudity, 
language may offend) 3 
Daily 7:00, 9:05; Sat, Sun, Tue, Thu 1:00, 3:05; Mov- 
ies for Mommies; July 7: 1:00 
UP (G) 
Daily 7:15, 9:15; Sat, Sun, Tue, Wed, Thu 2:15, 3:15 


8712-109 St, 780.433.0728 
WHATEVER WORKS (PG, sexual content, not 
recommended for children) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat, Sun 2:00 


10337-82 Ave, 780.433.0728 
THE BROTHERS BLOOM (P6, coarse language" 
wiolence) 
Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat, Sun 2:00 
EASY VIRTUE (PG, nudity) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat, Sun 2:30 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


'WEM, 8882-170 St, 7BE0.444.2400 


ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS (G) 
No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 11:15, 1:45, 4:15, 6:30, 9715; 
Wed 4:15, 6:30, 915 


ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS 3D (G 
Digital 3d, No passes Daily 11:45, 2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:45 


PUBLIC ENEMIES (14A, violence) 
No passesDaily 11:50, 3:20, 6:45, 10:15 


TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN 
(PG, not recommended for children, crude con- 
tent, violence) > 
No passes Daily 11:30, 12:30, 1:15, 3:00, 4:00, 4:45, 
6:30, 7:30, 9:00, 10:00, 11:00 


TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE 
FALLEN: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE (PG, violence 
crude content, not recommended for young 
children) 

No passes Fri-Sat 11:00, 2:00, 5:15, 8:30, 12:30; Sun- 
Thu 22:00, 3:30, 7:00, 10:30 

YEAR ONE (4A, crude content) 

Fri-Wed 11:40, 2:30, 5:00, 7:45, 10:20; Thu 11:40, 
2:30, 5:00, 10:45 


THE PROPOSAL (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:40 
THE TAKING OF PELHAM 123 (14A, violence, 


coarse language) 
Daily 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 10:10 


THE HANGOVER (1A, language may offend, 
nudity, crude content) 
Daily 12:10, 2:40, 5:10, 8:00, 10:45 


UP IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D (G) ® 
Digital 3d Daily 12:20, 1:50, 4:40, 7:20, 9:50 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN (PG) 
Daily 12:20, 3:10, 6:40 


STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
Daily 9:30 
ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS (G) 


Star and Strollers Screening, No passes Wed 1:00 


FOREVER PLAID (STC) 
Thu 8:00 


1M Ave, Groat Rd, 780.455.8726 
TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE 


FALLEN (PG, violence, crude content, not 
recommended for young children) 

Dolby Stereo Digital, No passes Fri-Sun 11:45, 
3:15, 6:45, 10:10; Dolby Stereo Digital Mon-Thu 
11245, 3225, 6245, 10:10 ~ 
PUBLIC ENEMIES (144, violence) 

Dolby Stereo Digital, No passes Daily 12:00, 
3:30, 7:00, 10:20 

ICE AGE; DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS (G) 
DTS Digital, No passes Daily 12:30, 3:45, 7:25 
9:40 

MY SISTER'S KEEPER (4A) 


DTS Digital, No passes Fri-Sun 12:15, 3:00 
9:20; DTS Digital Mon-Thu 22:15, 3:00, 6:30, 


Wetaskiwin, 780.352.3922 
THE PROPOSAL (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 2:10, 3:30, 7:20, 9:30 


TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE 
FALLEN (PG, violence, crude content, not 
recommended for young children) 

Daily 12:45, 3:45, 6:45; 9°45 


ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS (6) 
Daily 1:05, 3:25, 7:05, 9°25 


YEAR ONE (24A, crude content) 
Daily 1:00, 3:20, 7:00, 9:20 
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2. Steve Earle — Townes (new west) 
3. Neil Young — Fork In The Road (reprise) 
4. Guri Morlix — Last Exit To Happyland (gurf morlix) 
a Neko Case — Middle Cyclone (anti) 
6. Jim Bymes ~ My Walking Stick (black hen) 

.» 7. Grizzly Bear—Veckatimest (warp) 
8. Reverie Sound Review - S/T (boompa) 
9. Dave Alvin - And The Guilty Women (yep roc) 
10. Sonic Youth — The Eternal (matador) 
11. The Decemberists — The Hazards Of Love (capitol) 
12. Joe! Plaskett — Three (mapiemusic) 
13. Patrick Watson —Wooden Times (secret city) 
14. Mos Def - The Ecstatic (downtown) 
15. Hayden —The Place Where We Lived (hardwood) 
16. JJ Cale - Roll On (rounder) 
17. Elvis Costello - Secret, Profane & Sugarcane (hear) 
18. Rancid — Let The Dominos Fal! (epitaph) 
19. Mastodon - Crack The Skye (reprise) 
20. Dirty Projectors - Bitte Orca (domino) 
21. Wayne Hancock — Viper Of Melody (bloodshot) 
22. Pink Mountaintops — Outside Love (agjaguwar) 
23. John Doe & The Sadies - Country Club (outside) 
24. Booker T - Potato Hole (anti) 
25. St Vincent — Actor (4ad) 
26. Leonard Cohen — Live in London (columbia) 
27. Justin Townes Earle — Midnight At The Movies (bloodshot) 
28. Ruthie Foster — Truth (blue com) ; 
29. Iron & Wine — Around The Well (sub pop) 
30. Dog Day - Concentration (outside) 


LEVON HELM 


ELECTRIC DIRT 


Electric Dirt again finds Levon 
steeped in tradition in his 
connection to the land and 
those who live by it, but this 
record goes deeper and wider, 
incorporating gospel, blues and soul elements in 
a bracing collection of originals and carefully 
chosen outside songs. 


ON SALE Now! 


PE.COM/ME ONTOH 


E sure To FRIEND TM 
10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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DRAMA // MY SISTER'S KEEPER 


Nothing worth saving 


My Sister's Keeper stomps on your heart strings 


JONATHAN BUSCH 
// \OMATHAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


lans of the surprise ending of Jodi 

Picoult's teen novel would do right 
to be disappointed by the messy adap- 
tation of My Sister's Keeper that fails 
to include it; now, if you're still read- 
ing, you'll know I won't spoil either 
the book or the film, and instead guide 
curious readers to the full synopsis 
on Wikipedia. Detaching the plot so 
radically from its source was clearly a 
move to please test audiences who ver- 
balize their opinions through “good,” 
"bad," or "more popcorn,” and killed 
off any opportunity the film would 
have to actually be about something. 
Instead, director Nick Cassavetes aims 
to match the tear count shed for his 
grandiose hit The Notebook, draining 
the audience emotionally dry until 
there's nothing left to feel, anticipate, 
or even think about. 

Cameron Diaz stars as Sara Fitzger- 
ald. in a role best described as "A Neu- 
rotic Suburban Mom's Guide To Coping 
With Your Child's Terminal Illness"; 
once a lawyer and now a full-time 
caregiver to her cancer-ridden teen- 
age daughter Kate (Sofia Vassilieva), 
Sara's primary motive is to keep her 
kid alive, even as it puts the rest of her 
family at risk. Her younger daughter 


Anna (Abigail Breslin), conceived in 
a test-tube to provide matching cells 
and organs for Kate, suddenly an- 
nounces that she is suing her parents 
for "medical emancipation,” the right 
to decide what parts of her body she is 
and isn't willing to give up to save her 
sister's life. With the aid of an oddball 
epileptic lawyer (Alec Baldwin), Kate 
gleefully tears open a can of worms 
for her entire family, each of whom 
has a righteous story to share. 


The most literary-feeling element 
of My Sister's Keeper is the reflec- 
tive testimonials from each member 
of the family, told with such lyrical 
bluntness it feels like a read-aloud 
session at a library book club. While 
the imagery is vivid and strongly cal- 
culated, it makes up for a critically 
hollow portrayal of an ailing family, 
something that wouldn't be so bad 
if it didn’t already contain a central 
plotline that should complicate mat- 
ters greater than it is given permis- 
sion. By the time Anna gets her time 
in court, we've paid mind to any and 
every Lifetime movie moment that 
can be milked from Kate's illness; the 
film literally sums up almost the en- 
tirety of the court proceedings with 
a simple-minded narration, only to 
plunk us back down in the hospital 


room for another session of tearf,,) 
whispers and kisses on the head 

A successful ery movie is one th-, 
draws from something other than j; 
obvious culprit. In Terms of Endeq, 
ment, our hearts are broken as much 
by Jack Nicholson breaking the hear; 
of faded Southern belle Shirley Ma 
claine as the mom-of-two's rapidly 
spread tumour. Emma Thompson's 
role as a professor buckling under the 
pressure of stage-four ovarian cance, 
in Mike Nichols’ Wit observes the id 
iosyncrasies of a stern academic pow 
erhouse facing her undoubted death 
My Sister's Keeper doesn't have any i; 
quisitive secondary goal but the shee, 
desire to reach out to, and hence cas} 
in on, individuals with a familiar «x 
perience. If Cassavetes would hav 
stuck to Picoult's original ending, th 
effort would likely still reek, but in a 
brazenly absurd way that might hay 
dubbed My Sister's Keeper as the Show 
girls of degenerative illness films 


The asshole way 


Hill and McBride craft another hilarious, unloveable loser 


All the proof you need that Jody Hill is try- : 
ing to push American comedy to a far less : 
comfortable place can be found in the fact : 
that he conceived of Observe and Report, : 
his Seth Rogen-starring, major-studio debut, : 
as a comedic verison of Taxi Driver. Anyone : 
who can see the inherent comic 
value in a character like Tra 
vis Bickle obviously isn't out to 
warm hearts; more important- 

ly, though, Hill also isn't out to 

just offer easy laughs. 

The best way to describe the 
major characters in Hill's small 
but distinguished—or at least 
unique, anyway, since distinguished 
hardly seems a word that should be any- : 
where near Hill's work—ouevre are, essen- : 
tially, as inveterate assholes; or, as collabo- : 
rator/actor Danny McBride describes Kenny : 
Powers, the washed-up pitcher at the center : 
of their latest project; HBO sitcom East- : 
bound and Dowm, in a making-of featurette : 


available on the just-released DVD, “Basical- : 
ly the worst person who's ever lived." Unlike = 


some of the other popular comic personas : 


of the day, these people aren't just misguid- : 
ed manchildren (a la Will Ferrell, who had : 
a large hand in popularizing Hil/McBride's : 
first big feature, The Foot-Fist Way, and who = 
both produces and guest stars here) nor the ; 
Apatow-style loveable losers: the best ana- : 
* logue might be Ricky Gervais’ original Office : 
boss David Brent, though without even the : 
forward, Kenny Powers is just like every- 


occasional pathos he was granted. 
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Powers’ shortcomings are explicated fairly 
quickly in Eastbound, which starts its first 


from pitching superstar to wash-out: open- 


continuing along with the kind of self- 
centered, grossly racist/sexist be- 
haviour the likes of which would 


thought the blacks in Baltimore 
were bad, but theyre nothing 
compared to these fags you got 
in San Francisco,” Powers offers 


town he thought he'd left for good, Powers 
loses exactly none of his cockiness: before 
the first episode is out, he'll have punched 
out another sub, hit on his now-engaged ex- 


edly humbling pep talk into a reminder that 
he is “better than everybody else.” 

Though chinks in the armour do occasion- 
ally disappear, Powers will basically maintain 
this attitude throughout the six-episode se- 
ries, Nearly every setback is quickly twisted 
through his selfish filter, usually coming out 
the other end in the form of hilarious, foul- 


mouthed, violent tirades against the world : 
> egoist is a comic situation that hasn't bee” 
© explored nearly enough in comedy, and 
: the mutual self-delusion at work in those 
: scenes is some of the funniest, filthiest stu" 
‘to hit a sitcom ina long while. V 


and the no-talent idiots who surround him. 
Even in his most vulnerable moment, when 
he gives up on his dream, his conciliatory 
speech is pure asshole: “From this moment 


make John Rocker demure: "| : 
: ers, who are content to laugh at their freaks 
: with more vigour than the audience, Hill 
: and McBride just kind of throw Powers up 
: there, a lot of the humour coming from the 
in one of his choicer lines. Ending up: 
as a substitute gym teacher in the home : 
: dealing with (which also helps make the 
rank crudity and use of “fuck’ in nearly even 
: grammatical form seem honest, as opposed 
© to just gleefully juvenile). 

girlfriend and twisted his brother's suppos- : 
: roughshod over the almost unreasonably 
: decent people who populate Eastbound, 
: it's best in evidence when Powers bumps up 
: against another complete asshole, especial: 
> ly BMW dealership owner Ashley Schaffer 
: (Ferrell), though his self-narrated autobiog 
: raphy also provides some of the series’ fun- 
: lest moments. With the former, though, 


: one else: normal, not special, no hopes, 10 
: dreams, pretending to be happy." 

episode with a montage of his slow decline : 

: Though obviously there isn't a whole lot o! 
Ing with his catchphrase after his first career: 
strike-out—You're fucking out!"—and : 
+ is that Hill and McBride approach him, if noi 
: exactly sympathetically (he's a bit too over 
} the-top for that), at least fairly, Unlike, say, 


room to relate, the reason a character like 
Powers works (for the most part, anyway), 


Nopoleon Dyanimte auteurs the Hess broth- 


fact it's presented as perfectly understand 
able behaviour, considering who theyre 


Though it works even as Powers is running 


unrepentant egoist against unrepentan' 
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El Torpedoed 


Matt Mays keeps the ship afloat 


FAWNDA MITHRUSH 

/ FAWNDA@VUEWEEKLY.COM 

t came as a surprise to some earli- 

er this summer was actually a much 

needed change for Matt Mays. In early 
June, when the Halifax singer-songwriter 
announced that he and his acclaimed 
backing cohort, El Torpedo, were dis- 
banding, questions arose as to what Mays 
upcoming tour would hold. Would it be a 
one-man acoustic show? With a different 
band? A new name? And what brought 
about the sudden shift? 

"A few different things," says Mays, 
explaining that a couple members of El 
Torpedo were moving on in their per- 
sonal lives, trying to support kids and 
wanting to go back to school. "We were 
bumping heads a little bit—it was time. I 
wasn't happy. I think I was just craving a 

| changeandIdidn't really knowit. It’s one 
of those things that was bubbling under 
the surface and when you finally realize 
it, you feel a lot better.” 

With the departures of bassist Andy Pa- 
| &l and guitarist Tim Baker, Mays had to 
: do some quick rearranging. Though El 

Torpedo’s Adam Baldwin and Jay Smith 

stayed on the roster, Mays decided it was 
_ Ume to drop the old moniker and start 
fresh. To accompany him on this sum- 
mer’s cross-country tour Mays called 
on some pals from back in the day, from 
before he became a household name in 
Can-rock. It was announced at the same 


"The guys on tour now are eae great 
players and good old friends. I've got two 


of my old buds from the Guthries play- 
ing, and our drummer Damien (Moyni- 
han) is insane. He's just amazing and 
blowing me away,” Mays explains. "I'm 
having a really good time, it’s all so fresh 
and new. The essence is the same, we're 
just having fun and playing and with 
some different people now. I'm going by 
my own name, playing whatever kind of 
music and doing this or that." 


For a guy who's turning 30 this year, it 
might seem like he's hit "The Crisis" a 
little early. But Mays assures that he's in 
a good place, a better one now than he 
has been of late. 

"I spent a lot of time in New York City 
last year, and in California for a bit —I 
was doing a lot of travelling and think- 
ing,” he says. "I'm feeling more creative 
than I ever have. I don't even know 
where I'm going next, all I know is that 
I'm feeling content. 

"That's the main thing: the main thing 
is keeping the main thing,” he chuckles. 
"That's contentment for me right now. 
I've wrung my 20s clean of everything. 
I feel great. I'm in a great relationship 
right now, I've met some really greatold 
friends. I've had a great last 10 years. I 
like the lines on my face, you know, be- 
cause most of them are from laughter 
or sunburn. I'm embracing it fully.” 

And for a man who's just getting used 
to the idea of stepping out from behind 
his guitar, he's taking new habits in 
stride. "My guitar amp broke for the first 
show we did, and I ended up singing the 
whole time. It was this sweaty tavern 
show, and I had a great time," Mays says. 
"It's really different, now I'm playing 
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some songs in the set now without my 
guitar, and I'm comfortable enough to 
do that. Life is funny, you know. Yeah, I 
feel a bit naked—but that’s kind of hot, 
isn't it? I felt really liberated." W 
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MUSIC // 41 


10551- $2 Avenue (Upstairs!) 
780-432-5058 


FROM AUSTRALIA 


WITH GUESTS RUN THE RED LIGHT 
(FORMERLY RETROGRADE) & THE FEBRUARYS 
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FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2889 
OR EMAIL VUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 3PM 
UT 
THURSDAY Weer umes jn ren i, 
ARTERY Alexis O'Hara;8-upm; — 73°P™ 
$13 (adv) at Blackbyrd, Artery, NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam 
$15 (door) by Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 
myspace.com/alexisohara PAWN SHOP Blue King Brown, 
ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Souljah Fyah; 8pm (door) no 
Billy Wi minors; $12 (adv) at Unionevénts, 
BLUE CHAIR Rockin' with com, Ticketmaster.ca, Blackbyrd 
Ronnie After Work hosted by RED PIANO BAR Hottest 
Ron Rault every Thu and Fri dueling piano show featuring 
4-6pm. the Red Piano Players; 8pm-1am 
BLUES ON WHYTE Megan Lane REXALL PLACE The Jonas 
BRIXX BAR The PackAD, Brothers World Tour 2009; 7pm; 
Allistar Quazzum, Triple tickets at TicketMaster ; 
(CUP-Varscona 
Exposure; gpm (door); $10 (door) SECOND Live 
CATALYST THEATRE Jazz ar iar tught 
Festival: Sylvain Kassap; 7:30pm; between 7pm and gpm 
$22 at TIX on the Square, door SUTTON PLACE HOTEL Jazz 
CENTRAL PARK LOUNGE SSS) ee 
Jazz Festival: Solo Piano Series Apiirew Wiavey Quartet, 
Chocolite Buffet: Charlie Austin, (130P-1am; Sig at TX on the 
69pm Square, door 
CHRISTOPHER'S Open stage WILD WEST SALOON Roger 
hosted by Alberta Crude; 6-10pm ; 
COAST TOCOAST Open mic YARDBIRD SUITE Jazz aaiiag 
at the pub: hip hop open mic we eae =u 
every Thursday night with host Béney Quartet; gpm; $20 at TIX 
eEDEIES on the Square, door 
PSS ee ee ee 
Band, Aaron Goodvin; no Dis 
minors; 8pm (door); $30 (adv) at BILLY Bob's LOUNGE Escapack 
Cook County, 780.432.2665 Entertainment 
CROWN PUB Bass Head BLACK DOG Big Rock 
Thursday: Drum and Bass, Dub Thursdays: DJs on 3 levels 
Step, Hip Hop, Break beats; 9pm Topwise Soundsystem spin Dub 
DRUID Guitar heroes & Reggae in The Underdog 
DUSTER'S Thursday open jam BUDDY'S DJ Bobby Beatz; 9pm; 
hosted by The Assassins of youth 0 cover before 1opm; Shiwana 
(blues/rock); 9pm; no cover Millionaire Wet Underwear 
Contest 
DVB O Thursd 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE FILTHY MCNASTY‘S Punk Rock 
Ferry Corsten; 9pm (door); no Binge WE) SWS 
minors, tickets at TicketMaster FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 
ENCORE Industry Music and FUNKY BUDDHA-Whyte Ave 
Networking Night; Si Requests with DJ Damian 
HAVEN Open jam at 6:30pm; GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 40/ 
Tiff Hall (CD release celebration), ‘dance with D) Christian 
Neil McDonald; 8pm; $10 (door) GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
HULBERT'S Jazz Festival: Nathan Thursdays: Serani with 


Ouellette Quartet; 8-21pm:; Sis adv 
via ticketSource, door 
HYDEAWAY Let's Dance, Jolts, 
Old Wives, Throwaways, Wicked 
Awesomes; 7pm. 

JAMMERS Thursday open jam; 
7pm 

JEFFREY'S Jazz Festival: Anna 
Beaumont; 81pm; tickets at door 
LBS Open jam with Ken 
Skoreyko; 9pm 

LIVE WIRE Open Stage 
Thursdays with Gary Thomas 
LOUISE MCKINNEY FRONT 
PARK Jazz in the Park 12-8pmn 


Invinceable, Capone, Rocky and 
guests Singin D, Dappa P, Daddy 
H; 19pm (deor}, no minors 
HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with 
Allout DJs DJ Degree, Junior 
Brown 

KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish 
Thursdays: funky house/techno 
with DJ Colin Hargreaves, house/ 
breaks with DJ Krazy K, hardstyle/ 
techno with DJ Decha, tech 
trance/electro with DJ Savage 
Garret; no minors; no cover 
NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo at 


iby yz 
with Dervish Nazz 
Nomad and Plan B (electro, retro) 


STARLITE ROOM Music 1st 
and The Techno Hippy Crew: 
Bassnectar, Kush Arora, Shamik 
and guests; 8pm 

STOLLI'S Dancehall, hip hop 
with DJ Footnotes hosted by Elle 
Dirty and ConScience every Thu; 
No cover 
‘wwew.notorious-events.com 
TEMPLE Surely Temple 
Thursdays: with DJ Tron, 

DOD, Optimix Prime, Miyuru 
Fernando; gpm (door} $5 (cover) 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Billy Wiseman 

AXIS Trevor Howard 
hitp:/fiewwanyspace.com ” 
trevorhoward 


BLUE CHAIR Rockin’ with Ronnie 
After Work hosted by Ron Rault 
every Thu and Fri 4-6prm 

BLUE CHAIR Jazz Festival: 
Quartet Jim Findley; $1s (door) 
BLUES ON WHYTE Toby 
BRIXX BAR Random Falter, Sons 
of York, Wacousta; 9pm (door); 
S10 (door) 

CARROT Live music Fridays: 
Amira Kanji; all ages; 7-30-9:30pm; 
$5 (door) 

CASINO EDMONTON Suite 33 
(pop/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Citalyst 
(Caribbean) 

CATALYST THEATRE Jazz 
Festival: Iimilliekki Quartet; 
7-30pm; $22 at TIX on the Square, 
door 

CENTRAL PARK LOUNGE jazz 
Festal: Solo Piano Series: Gideon 
Choi; free s-7pm 

COAST TO COAST Open Stage 
every Friday night with host 
Leona Burkey at gp 
DEVANEY'S Patsy Amico and 
Brian Gregg with Moses and 
Harry Gregg 

DV8 TAVERN Live music every 
Pri; gpm; $5 

FRESH START Live music 
Fridays: Rob Taylor (Celtic, blues, 
rock}; 6-gpm; $5 

HAVEN Jazz Festival: Jazz Flicks, 
&-930pm, free; Double Bill: 
Fusionauts, Ef Etorama Quartet; 
19pm; $15 at TEX on the Square, 
door 

HULBERT'S Jazz Festival: James 
Clarke Trio; 8-s1pm; $15 advance 
via ticketSource, door 
HYDEAWAY Pat LePoidevin, 


Hate and the Jackals (rock-2-billy) 
NEW CITY LOUNGE The Jolts, 
Let's Dance 

ON THE ROCKS Young Xtatix 
‘180 DEGREES Sexy Friday night 
every Friday 

PAWN SHOP Sunset Rubdown; 
8pm (doory no minors; $15 at 
‘TicketMaster, Blackbyrd, Listen, 
Unionevents.com 

RED PIANO BAR Hottest 
dueling piano show featuring the 
Red Piano Players; 9pm-2am 
RIVER CREE RESORT-LIVE 
Lounge Motley Mayhem (Motley 
Crue tribute} 

SOBEYS New Urban Sounds: 
Marco Claveria Trio (Latin) 
STARLITE ROOM Heineken 
Green Energy and Oh Snap 
present Z Trip, DJ Degree, 

guests; gpm (door); $25 at Foosh, 
Blackbyrd, FS, TicketMaster 
‘SUTTON PLACE HOTEL Jazz 
Festival Late Night Session: John 
Taylor Quartet; 1030pm-1am; Sis 
at TIX on the Square, door 
STEEPS-Old Glenora Live 
Music Fridays: Caity Fisher (folk/ 
blues); 8:30-10:30pm. 

URBAN LOUNGE Mourning 
Wood 

WILD WEST SALOON Roger 
West 

XWRECK'S Slowburn; §pm- 
iaam 

YARDBIRD SUITE Jazz Festival: 
From Montreal 

Félix Stiissi s, Ray Anderson; gpm; 
$20 at TIX on the Square, door 
Dis 
AZUCAR PICANTE Every Fri: DJ 
Papi and DJ Latin Sensation 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 
Connected Fridays: 917 The 
Bounce, Nestor Delano, Luke 
Morison 

BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 
BLACK DOG Priday DJs spin 
Wooftop and Main Floor: Eclectic 
jams with Nevine-indie, soul, 
motown, new wave, electro; 
Underdog: Perverted Fridays: 
Punk and Ska from the ‘6os ‘7os 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock), 
hop, house, mash up; no minor 
ESMERELDA'S Exzies Freaki; 
Frenzy Fridays: Playing the bes» 
in country 

FUNKY BUDDHA-Whyte Ave 
‘Top tracks, rock, retro with DI 
Damian 

GAS PUMP Top 4o/dance with 
DJ Christian 
GINGUR Flossin’ Frid 
Bomb Squad, DJ Soljs, 
guest DJs 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq 
Friday; Breakbeat, house 
Progressive and electro 
‘Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 
NEWCASTLE PUB Friday 
House, dance mix with D} 
Donovan 

NEW CITY UIKWID LOUNGE 
Anarchy Adar (Punk) 

New classic rock, R&S, n 
dance with DJ Mikee: 9pm-22, 
no cover 

PLAY NIGHTCLUB The first bar 
for the queer community to op 
in a decade with Dj's Alex Br 
and Eddie Toonflath; gpm (d 

$5 www.playnightdub.c: 

RED STAR Movin’ on Up Friday 
indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop 
with DJ Gatto, DJ Mega W 
ROUGE LOUNGE Solic 
SPORTSWORLD Top 40 Req 
with a mixof Retro and Disco; 
7-1o:70pMy; wurw.sparts-world. 
STOLL'S Top 40, R&B, house 
with People’s Dj 
STONEHOUSE Top 4o with 
DJ Tysin 

SUEDE LOUNGE Dj Nic-E 
Remixed every Friday 
TEMPLE '.G.1 Psydays; 9pm 
WUNDERBAR Fridays with th 
Pony Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ 
Torna; no cover 

Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays 


SATURDAY 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND Gilt 
Billy Wiseman 

ARTERY Lunch with Cam 
Neufeld at xpm; Jazz Festival 
Double Bill: Peter Belec Quintet 
Karl Schwonik Quartet, 1pm, $1 
TIX on the Square, door 

BLACK DOG Mair of the Dog: 
live acoustic music every Saturday 
afternoon; this week Jay Gilday 
Band; 4-6pm; no cover 

BLUE CHAIR Jaxz Festival: Diana 
Stabel; Spm; $25 (door) 

BLUES ON WHYTE Saturday 
Afternoon Jam; Toby (evenin; 
CARROT Open mic Satu 
730-10pm; free 

CASINO EDMONTON Suite 
(Gopfrok) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Catal 


rit 
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+ ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave - ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704 Calgary Trail South, 780.432.4611 » AVENUE THEATRE 

9030-128 Ave, 780.477.2149 + AXIS 10349 Jasper Ave, 780.990.0031 + BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave, 780.420.9098 - 
BILLY BOB'S Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 780.484.7751 » BLACK DOG 10425-82 Ave, 780.439.1082 + 
9624-76 Ave, 780.989.2861 « BLUES ON WHYTE 1329-82 Ave, 780.439.3981 » BOOTS 10242-106 St, 780.423.5014 » BRIXX 


BLUE CHAIR 


2 BAR 1030-102 St (downstairs), 780.428.1099 « BUDDY'S 117258 Jasper Ave, 780.428.6636 » CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Argyll Rd, 780.463.9467 » CASINO YELLOWHEAD 22454-153 
= st, 780 424 9467 « CATALYST THEATRE 8529 Gateway Blvd - CENTRAL PARK LOUNGE Sutton Place Hotel, 10235-101 St» CHRISTOPHER'S 202: Millbourne Rd, West, 780.462.6555 
2. CHROME LOUNGE 132 Ave, Victoria Trail « CITY MARKET 104 St, Jasper Ave « COAST TO COAST 5552 Calgary Trail, 780.439.8675 - COPPERPOT RESTAURANT Capital Piace, 
2 102, gjo7-110 St, 780.452:7800 » CROWN AND ANCHOR 15777 Castledowns Rd, 780.472.7696 « CROWN PUB 10709-109 St, 720.428.5618 « DEVANEY'S 9033-28 Ave « DIESEL ULTRA 


2 LOUNGE 1:845 Wayne Gretzky Drive, 780.704.CLUB » DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 780.454.9928 » DUSTER’S 6402-128 Ave, 780.474.5554 « DVB 8307-99 St, www.DVETAVERN.com 
« EARLY STAGE SALOON 4911-52 Ave, Stony Plain « EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase Ill, 780.489 SHOW + ENCORE 957 Fir St, Sherwood Park, 780.417.0121 - FESTIVAL 
PLACE 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 780.449.3378, 780.464.2852 « FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St FILTHY MCNASTY'S 10521-82 Ave, 780.916.1557 * FLOW LOUNGE in815 Wayne 


2 Greteky Dr, 780.604.CLUB + FLUID LOUNGE 10105-109 St, 780.429.0700 » FOXX DEN 205 Camegi Drive, St. Albert - FRESH START Riverbend Sq, 780.433.9623 « FUNKY BUDDHA 
2 oxgn-Ba Ave, 720.433.9676 » GAS PUMP 1066-124 St, 780.488.4842 « GINGUR SKY 25505-118 Ave, 780.933.4312/780.953.3606 - HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 780.423 HALO « HAVEN 15120/ 

: (basement), Stony Plain Rd, 780.756.6010 « HILL TOP 8220-106 Ave, 780.490.7399 * HOOLIGANZ 10704-124 St, 780.452.1168 » HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, 780.436.16: « HYDEAWAY All 

? Ages Art Space 10209-100 Ave « IRON BOAR 4g12-ssst St, Wetaskiwin - IVORY 2940 Calgary Trail South « JAMMERS 11948-127 Ave, 780.451.8779 « J AND R 4003-106 St, 780.436.4403 

5 JEFFREY'S 9640 142 St, 780.451.8890 + JEKYLL AND HYDE Riverview Inn, 10209-100 Ave, 780.426.5381 (pub)y80.429.508: (restraunt) « JET NIGHTCLUB 9221-34 Ave, 780.466.6552 + 

2 KAS BAR 10444-B2 Ave, 780.433.6768 + KATIE'S CROSSING East on Baseline Road across RR 222, 780.922.7008 « LAS 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 780.460.9100 « LEGENDS 6104-172 St, 
780.481.2786 » LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fl, 780.447.4495 + LIVE WIRE 3107 Knotwood Rd. East » LOOP LOUNGE 367 St Albert Rd, St Albert, 780.460.1122 - MACLAB 

? THEATRE Citadel Theatre, 9828-1014 Ave « MORANGO'S TEK CAFE 1038-79 St « NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 780.490.1999 « NEW CITY 1008: Jasper Ave, 780.989.5066 » NIKKI 

} DIAMONDS 8130 Gateway Blvd, 780.439.8006 + NORTH GLENORA HALL 13<35-109A Ave « O'BYRNE'S 10616-82 Ave, 780.414.6766 » O'MAILLE'S 398 St. Albert Tr, StAlbert + 180 

= DEGREES 10730-107 St, 780.414.0233 - ON THE ROCKS 11730 Jasper Ave, 780.482.4767 » OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 110304-22: St, 780.423.1643 - OVERTIME SOUTH Whitemud 

2 Crossing, 4211-106 St, 780.485.1717 » PALACE CASINO-WEM 8882-270 St, 780.444.2112 » PAWN SHOP 105s1-82 Ave, Upstairs, 780.432.0814 + PLANET INDIGO-Jasper Ave 12607 J2sp= 
2 Ave « PLANET INDIGO-St Albert £12 Liberton Dr, St. Albert - PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St - PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-5) Ave « PROHIBITION 1026 Jasper 

= Ave, 780.420.0448 + RED PIANO BAR 3638 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St, 780.486.7722 » RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave, 780.428.0825 « RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St « ROSEBOWL/ 

} ROUGE LOUNGE 10111-127 St, 780.482.5253 « ROSE AND CROWN 1025-101 St» ROSSDALE COMMUNITY HALL Little Flower School, 10135-96 Ave « SECOND CUP-Mountain 

} Equipment 12336-2102 Ave, 780.451.7574 » SECOND CUP-Stanley Milner Library 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq + SECOND CUP-Varscona Varscona Hotel, 106 St, Whyte Ave + 


2 SIDELINERS 11018-127 St, 453-6005 - SOBEYS URBAN FRESH-Jasper Ave 10404 Jasper Ave « SOBEYS URBAN 
2 Calgary Trail S, 780.434.7607 « SPORTSWORLD 1710-104 St 
? TEA-College Plaza 11:16-82 Ave, 780.988.8105 « STOLLI'S and Hi, 10368-82 Ave, 780.437.2293 » SUEDE 
} Room, 10235-201 St » TAPHOUSE 9020 
2 UNION HALL Argyl, 99 St, 780.702.2582 » URBAN LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 780.437.7699 * WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE 124:6-132 Ave, 
2 780.476.3988 - WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 780.436.2286 « XAWRECK'S 9303-50 St, 780.466.8069 - ¥ AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 780.994.3256, wwwyafterhours.com * 
3 112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert, 780.459.0295 


FRESH—College plaza 8225 112 St - SORRENTINOS-South 4208 
STARLITE ROOM 10030-1002 St, 780.428.1099 « STEEPS—Old Glenora 12412 Stony Plain Rd, 780.488.1505 « STEEPS : 
LOUNGE 11806 Jasper Ave, 780.482.0707 « SUTTON PLACE HOTEL Rutherfor’ F 


McKenney Ave, StAlbert, 780.458.0860 » ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE Concordia University College Campus, 73 St, south of 112 Ave + 
780. 452.5506 » WILD WEST SALOON 12512-50 x 


YESTERDAYS 
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y transformation 


ist. Using a service 

ced TuneCore I was able 

ill album of mu- 

- | never thought would be 

re else but my 

onte music e-tailers 

such as iTunes, Amazon, eMusic 
and Napster for less than $53. 


very difficult to deal with. 


a fan, a person needs to hear that band’s 


hurting your chances of having anyone 
paying to download a song or album? 


Like most young Canadian acts—even iLike, the music service most commonly 
though |, at 38, am not so young—l| : 
launched a MySpace page under my : 


pseudonym, which I won't disclose in this : 


column as | don't want to transform this 
space into "Pimp My Band." You'll need to 


This week, though, | want to go over : 
a very real promotional dilemma that | : 


ms for nothing, downloads for free 
has changed the rules of the music industry's game 


: ea weeks, | have been : MySpace allows artists the opportunity 
‘ to slap 10 songs onto their profile : 
Pages. Anyone who goes onto : compared to iLike hits (not even close, in 
the artist's site can listen to the : MySpace's favour), | thought it was safe 
: to make all of the songs available as full 
: streams, with three available as down- 
: loadable tracks. I've had users listen to 
onto the site. Theyre not : the songs, but no one has downloaded 
= one of them yet. 
taken and used on song-sharing : 


songs over and over—for free. 
I chose to put nine songs—all 
of which are on the album— 


transferable, but they can be 
services like blip.fm, where users 


post the tunes they are listening to online 
onto a website that acts like a giant clear- 


: ing house of musical snippets. 
We all know that, for a band to create : 


| also put up a profile on New Music 


i Canada, available through CBC Radio 
music. Now that the Internet has eclipsed : 
radio as our preferred method of sharing : 
and discovering new music, each and every : 
artist Knows that some entire songs have : personal playlists they can create once : 
to be offered online. But how many do you : 


offer? How many songs do you give away, : 


3. | chose to upload three songs to the 
site, which users can hear by going to my 
profile page or by adding the songs to 


they've created their usernames on GBC 
Radio 3. Like MySpace, those songs can 


: be heard over and over. 


As well, | launched an artist site on 


used by Facebook users. | chose to up- 
load not only all the songs on the album 


to hear, full songs for streaming only or 


: there who download the free songs or pi- 
+ rate tunes and say that they'll be back to 
: actually buy more singles or maybe the 
: entire album and never do so. But, for 
: me to get my investment back, | need to 
: actually sell some songs, not just watch 
+ my MySpace and New Music Canada hits 
: go up and up. When it came to putting 
i songs up on the sites, it was all guess- 


: which tunes to put up and in what order 
= they should appear. 


? for free, | look at iTunes, Amazon, et al as 
: online busking. People don't need to pay 
: me to hear my music, but maybe they'll be 
= generous enough to toss me 99 cents. W 
but also those that didn't make the cutto : 

: that site. ILike gives artists the choice of 
: making only snippets of songs available 
find it on your own if you're interested. : 


t Steven Sandor is a former editor-in-chief 
+ of Vue Weekly, now an editor and author 
+ living in Toronto. 


= full songs that can be downloaded. 


Judging by the number of MySpace hits 


I think there are a Lot of music fans out 


work, from how many tunes to put up, 


In the end, with so many songs available 


O'BYRNE'S Live Band Saturday NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE LOOP LOUNGE Jam hosted by Invinceable, Capone, Frankie 
CENTRAL PARK LOUNGE ” 3-7pm; DJ 9:30pm Punk Rawk Saturdays with Todd J], Lenny B and the Cats; 430pm Fingurz; spm (door) 
Jazz Festival: Solo Piano Series: 180 DEGREES Dancehall and and Alex ‘til whenever GINGUR Ladies Industry Sundays 
Andrew Glover; 5-7pm; free Reggae night every Saturday NEW CITY SUBURBS Ssturdays NEWCASTLE PUB Sunday NEW CITY SUBURBS Get Down 
CITY MARKET Slowbur; ON THE ROCKS Young Xtatix Suck with Greg Gory and BlueJay acoustic open stage with Willy Sundays with Neighbourhood 
¢30amM-3pm PAWN SHOP SONIC Presents PAWN SHOP SONIC Presents James and Crawdad; 3-6pm Rats 
CROWN PUB Acoustic blues, Live On Site Anti-Club Saturdays Liye Or Site! Anti-Club Saturdays: NEW CITY Open Mic Sunday OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 
roots and country Open Mic (rock, Indie, punk, rock, dance, rock, indie, punk, rock, dance, hosted by Ben Disaster, gpm Sunday Industry Night: Requests 
with Marshall Lawrence and Tim Tetro, rock); 8pm (door) Tetro rock; 8prn (door) (sign-up); no cover with D] Bo 
Harwill; 1:39pm (sign-up), every RED PIANO BAR Hottest PLANET INDIGO-Jasper Ave O'BYRNE'S Open micjam with SAVOY MARTINI LOUNGE 
Sat a-spm dueling piano showfeaturing the Suggestive Saturdays: breaks Robb Angus (the Wheat Pool) Reggae on Whyte: RnR Sundays 
DEVANEY'S Patsy Amico and Red Piano Players; 9pm-2am electro house with PI residents ON THE ROCKS Shocker with DJ leeMan; no minors; 9pm; 
Brian Gregg with Moses and RIVER CREE RESORT-LIVE RED STAR Saturdays indie rock, Sundays with Stepper, gpm no cover 
Harry Gregg Lounge Motley Mayhem (Motley _hip hop, and electro with DJ Hot ORLANDO'S 2 Sundays Open WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ 
DVB Live music every Sat; ‘Crue tribute) Philly and guests Stage Jam hosted by The Gallatea and XS, guests; no cover 
gpm; $5 SOBEYS New Urban Sounds: RENDEZVOUS Survival metal Vindicators (blues/rock}; 3-8pm 
EARLY STAGESALOON-Stony = Marco Claveria Trio (Latin) night PROHIBITION Southern 
Plain Saturday Live Music SORRENTINOS-South Summer  SPORTSWORLD Inline and Sundays: Five Points Quintet; MONDAY 
Festival: Jazz Bids, ies: Don Beer Trio; Roller Skating Disco: Top 40 8pm (door); $5 BLACK DOG Sleeman Mondays: 
pond nak Renae Marty eescaae 5 Request with a mix of retro and ROSSDALE COMMUNITY live music monthly; no cover, Red 
Majorowicz Quartet, Jerrold STARLITE ROOM Matt Mays, disco; 1-4:30pm and 7-1030pm; HALL Little Flower Eleventh Ram on July6 
Dubyk Quartet opm, $isattIXon _EI Torpedo, Dustin Bentall; 9pm wwew.sports-world.ca Anniversary Party and open stage © BLUES ON WHYTE Scott Holt 
the Square, door (door) tickets at TicketMaster, STOLL!'S ON WHYTE Top 40, afternoon and eyening barbecue DEVANEY'S Open stage 
HILLTOP Open stage/mic Sat: Blackbyrd,Megatunes RAB, house with People's DJ and hot dogs; 31pm; no cover, Mondays with different 
hosted by Sally's Krackers Sean URBAN LOUNGE Mourning ‘SUEDE LOUNGE The Finest donations accepted songwriters hosting each week; 
Brewer, 3-530-3pm; Slowbum; Wood Underground House with DJ SECOND CUP—Mountain i presented by Jimmy Whiffen of 
opm-.am WILD WEST SALOON Roger Nic-E every Saturday Equipment Co-op Live music Hole in the Guitar Productions; 
HULBERT'S Jazz Festival: Four West 2 TEMPLE Oh Snap!; Every every Sun; 2-4pm 8-12; Hosted by Breezy Bran 
Comers Quartet; 8-upm; Sis adv YARDBIRD SUITE Jazz Festival: Saturday, Cobra Commander _ STARLITE ROOM Summer Gregg on July 6 
via ticketSource, Trio M; 9pm; $20 at TIX on the and guests with Degree, Cobra Slaughter 2009: Behemoth, HAVEN Jazz Night; 7pm; Sio 
HYDEAWAY-All Ages Art Square, Hie Commander and Battery; gpm. Necrophagist, Ensiferum, (door)/$5 (student) 
‘Space SSRI, Machinery; “9 (doar); $5 (door) Darkest Hour, Winds of Plague, NEW CITY This Will Hurt you 
pak saa ; F WUNDERBAR Featured Dj and Dying Fetus, Born of Osiris, Mondays: Johnny Neck and his 
pa er Diss local bands Origin, Beneath the Massacre, Job present mystery musical 
festuringyestiiostheist | AZUCARPICANTE Every Sit DJ. a aHOURS Release ‘After the Burial, Decrepit Bith, ae 
Bemeriesgpmrgio, | Teuchitihosted by) Papi Saturday Blackguard; 3pm door} all ages, py EASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
ane ner THO: 9PM; 89 BLACK DOG Saturday DJs on $yago at TicketMaster, Blackbyrd, — faary acoustic instrumental old 
Duelling piano show with three levels. Main Floor: Menace es =| Unioneventscom time fiddle jam hosted by the 
oa a ne RE Sessions: alt rock/electro/trash SUNDAY YARDBIRD SUITE Jazz Festival: Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers 
pad with Miss Mannered Jazzworks Ensemble Concer; Society, 7m 
JAMMERS Saturday open jam, BUDDY'S DJ Exrth Shiver ‘n' BLUEPEARRESTAURANT Jxz 3, See eee 
3-T30pm,; country/rock band Quake; 8pm ;no cover before ee a Spm tickets at TicketMaster 
- ies OUNGE 
JEFFREY'S Jazz Festival Em, ROSE BOWL/ROUGE L 
prises ae EMPIREBALLROOMRock, hip BLUESONWHYTE Toby ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT ‘The Legendary Rose Bowel 
Miniguteia salem hop, house, mash up CROWNPUR Brery Sun: Bedd CENTRE Reflections-Classic Bronze Monday Jam: hosted by Sherry- 
Snighs Ais{doc) ESMERALDA'S Super Parties: aaa sora a yt 3009: Handbell musie Dr. John Lee Wisor and Darrek Anderson; 
JEKYLL AND HYDE-Pub Every Sat a different theme DEVANEY'S Celtic Music Hooper (director), Concordia 8pm 
se NC Es FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone Session, hosted by Keri Lynne University College of Alberta; STARLITE ROOM Black 
ere. Gold Mash-Up: with Harmen B Zwicker, 4-7pm 4pm; free will offering at door Francis (solo acoustic, guitarist, 
RELINGITCLUB Backzoom (back and DJ Kwake RESORTS Ecidics Shorts i.e ccssectcbetotaasaelaneass of the Pixies} 7pm (door), 8pm 
pecs din at a FUNKY BUDDHA-Whyte Ave ‘Sunday acousticorientedopen gg (show); no minor; $35 (adv) at 
KATIES CROSSING Dr.John Top tracks, rock retro with DJ stage heal ey HOST BACKSTAGE TAPAND GRILL ——_-Unioneentscom,Ticketmates 
and Stuart Adams Damian sobariornreh aan Be Industry Night: with Atomic ca, Blackbyrd, Listen cet 
BIS Molsons Saturday open GINGUR SKY Soulout Saturdays Provides Pm Improv, Jameoki and Dj Tim WINSPEAR CENTRE Xavier 
SirySsturday aftemoon ato For Those Who Know: HAVEN Souljah Fyah Sundays BLACK DOG Sunday Aftemoons: __Ruddi-30pm: $2950-S37 28 
hosted by Gord Macdonald; Sat with Dj Junior hosted by Rhea March; 8pm; $10 Phil a-7pm: Main Foor: Got To Winspear bax office 
<n Brown, Luke Morrison, Nestor (dooryis (student V/§5(restaurent Give It Up: Funk, Soul, Motown, wwwiivenation.com 
MACLAB THEATRE Delano, Ari Rhodes pu cupiopees WT 2 SRaRRUD INSERM =| oa ste tains Sithiceey 
Hes Davis Kind LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle HULBERT'S Sunday Songwri’$ gyUDDYS DJ Bobby Beats pm; Ds 
of Blue Jimmy Cobbs So What Saturday: DJ Groovy Cuvy and Seas tested br Drag Queen Performanes; no BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Sands 73pm i TPM ay ey ae cover before 2opm Mandays: Service Industry Night; 
MORANGO'S TEK CAFE Fu. HYDEAWAY-ALL FLOW LOUNGE Stylus Sundays: no minors, gpm-2am 
Saturday open stage hostedby TON ea mre Space Buried Inde Kea Mods; Vip Qpening Sunjunewth BLACK DOG Main our Eclectic 
yiopm 5 
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UPCOMING SHOWS: 


————— 


e 


JULY 9-11: 


ae MARCUS BEAUBIER & 
= MRISTEEN VON HAGEN 


JULY 16-18: 


Call 780.481.VUKS 
FOR TICKETS & INFO 


JULY 23-25: 


MIKE CRAIGDALLIE 


JULY 30 - AUGUST 2: 


JASON ROUSE 


FEATURING 


MICK FOLENS 


Vl 


COSCO HOHHSHOHSHSESHEHSHHHHSHSSHSSHSSEHHOHOSHESSHOSVZOSCSOSO 
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WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 


PINK 
MOUNTAINTOPS 


NOV 13 


STARLITE ROOM 
EDMONTON 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT BLACKBYRD, MEGATUNES, LISTEN & TICKETMASTER 
10030 - 102ST 18+ NO MINORS MEMBERS & GUESTS DOORS AT 8PM 


setae PULL WWW.FOUNDATIONCONCERTS.COM VUE wy 


- VME 


BLACK * BLACK FRANC 


atx, 


STARL M « SHOW 9 PIM «18+ ID REQUIRED 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
AT UNIONEVENTS-COM 
TICKETMASTER CA 
BLACKBYRD 
FREECLOUD 

LISTEN 


Nonsense, Confederacy of 
Dunces, Dad Rock, T] Hookah 
and Rear Admiral Saunders 
BUDDY'S DJ Dust ‘n' Time; 
opr 

FILTHY MCNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ S.W. 
FLUID LOUNGE Mondays 
Mixer 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Daniel and Fowler (eclectic 
tunes) 

PROHIBITION Chicka-Dee- 
Jay Monday Night: Soul, 
R&B, British Invasion, Ska, 
Rocksteady, and more with 
Michael Rault 


TUESDAY 


BLUES ON WHYTE Scott 
Holt 

BRIXX The Boyfriends, Maybe 
Smith 

DRUID-jasper Ave Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 
L.B.’S Ammar’s Moosehead 
Tuesday open stage every 
Tuesday night; 9pm-1am; 
featuring guests; this week: 
Jared Sowan and Rick Shott; 
hosted by Mark Ammar and 
Noel (Big Cat) Mackenzie 
O’BYRNE'S Celtic Jam with 
Shannon Johnson and friends 
PROHIBITION Tuesday Punk 
Night 

SECOND CUP~124 Street 
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EVUE / FRI, JUN 26/ 


e more 


Read re 


Open mic every Tue; -10pm 
SECOND CUP-Stanley 
Milner Library Open mic 
every Tue; 7-9pm 
SIDELINERS Tuesday All Star 
Jam with Alicia Tait and Rickey 
Sidecar; 8pm r 
STARLITE ROOM Goatwhore, 
Abigail Williams, Abysmal 
Dawn, guests; 8pm (door); 
tickets at TicketMaster, 
Blackbyrd 


Dis 

BLACK DOG Main Flor: 
CJSR’s Eddie Lunchpail: 
Wooftop: with DJ Gundam 
BUDDY’S Dj Arrow Chaser; 
opm 

ESMERALDA'S Retro every 
Tue; no cover with student ID 
FUNKY BUDDHA-Whyte Ave 
Latin and Salsa music, dance 
lessons 8-10pm 

GINGUR SKY Bashment 
Tuesdays: Reggae music; no 
cover 

HAVEN Tuesdays-Blackout: 
Electro beats with Electro DJ's 
Joust! and So Serious 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
‘abilly, Ghoul-rock, spooky with 
DJ Vylan Cadaver 

RED STAR Tuesdays: 
Experimental Indie Rock, Hip 
Hop, Electro with DJ Hot Philly 
SPORTSWORLD Retro Night; 
7-40:30pm; www-sports-world. 


JUL 8, 2009 


COLIN JAMES / ARDE 


Taye 


EN THEA 


ce |'s pictures online at 


WEDNESDAY 
AVENUE THEATRE An 
evening with Hey Rosettal, 
The Matinee, Robb and Mike 
Angus (of the Wheat Pool); no 
minors; 8pm (door) 

BLACK DOG Main Floor: 
Glitter Gulch Wednesdays: live 
music once a month 

BLUES ON WHYTE Scott 
Holt 

BRIXX BAR Maybe Smith, 
guests; 9pm (door), $8 (door) 
COPPERPOT RESTAURANT 
Live jazz every Wednesday 
night; 6-9pm. 

EDDIE SHORTS Wed 

open stage, band oriented, 
hosted by Rob Taylor; 
robtaylorproject.com; all gear 
provided; 9pm-1am 
FESTIVAL PLACE Qualico 
Patio Series: Sean Brewer and 
the Switchmen, Red Ram; 
7:30pm; tickets at Festival 
Place box office, TicketMaster 
FIDDLER’S ROOST Little 
Flower Open Stage with Brian 
Gregg 

FOXX DEN The Mary Thomas 
Band Wed night open stage; 
8pm-12am 

HAVEN Open stage with 
Jonny Mac; 8:30pm; free 
HOOLIGANZ Open stage 


ww! 
REVUE / JUN 24 - 27/ SLED ISLAND / CALGARY 


views and see more picture 


ontine at vi 


Wednesdays hosted by Shane 
and Naomi 

HULBERT'S Every Wed Sing 
with the Rubber Band (sing- 


along, dance, comedy, karaoke, 


trivia); 8-rapm; $6 minimum 
charge 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 
PLEASANTVIEW 
COMMUNITY HALL Acoustic 
Bluegrass jam presented 

by the Northern Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 
PROHIBITION City Music 
Wednesdays with Roland 
Pemberton Hl 

RED PIANO BAR Jazz and 
Shiraz Wednesdays featuring 
Dave Babcock and his Jump 
Trio 

RIVER CREE Wednedays Live 
Rock Band hosted by Yukon 
Jack; 7:30-9pm 

SECOND CUP—Mountain 
Equipment Open Mic every 
Wed, 80pm 

STEEPS TEA-College Plaza 
Open mic every Wed; hosted 
by Ernie Tersigni; 8:30-.0pm 
TEMPLE Wyld Style 
Wednesday: Live hip hop, 
every Wed; $5 

Dis 

BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 
Wednesday Nights: with DJ 
Harley 


veekly.com. 


eino DER 


qt 


BLACK DOG Main Floor: Blue 
Jay's Messy Nest Wed Night 
Brit pop, new wave, punk, rock 
‘n' roll with LL Cool Joe 
BUDDY'S DJ Dust 'n' Time; 
9pm; no cover before 1opm 
DIESEL ULTRA LOUNGE 
Wind-up Wednesdays: R&B, 
hiphop, reggae, old skool, 
Teggaeton with InVinceable, 
Touch It, weekly guest DJs 
FLUID LOUNGE Wednesdays 
Rock This 
LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B 
with DJ Spincycle 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Dj] Roxai Slade (indie, punk 
and metal) 
NEW CITY SUBURBS Shake 
Tt: with Greg Gory and Eddie 
Lunchpail; no minors; 9pm 
(door) 
NIKKI DIAMONDS Punk and 
*8os metal every Wednesday 
RED STAR Guest DJs every 
Wednesday 
STARLITE ROOM Wild Style 
Wednesdays: Hip-Hop; 9pm 
STOLLI'S Beatparty 
Wednesdays: House, 
progressive and electronica 
with Rudy Electro, DJ Rystar, 
Space Age and weekly guests; 


. gpm-2am; www.beatparty.net 


WUNDERBAR Wednesdays 
with new DJ; no cover 

Y AFTERHOURS Y Not 
Wednesday 


Y yy Yy ae 


du MAURIER 


Cigarettes are highly addictive. 


La cigarette crée une tres 
forte dépendance. 
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_ TICKETS ONI i UINIONEVENTS:=<GOM SIGN UP FOR E-ALERTS 
ON SALE FRIDAY 10AM! 


Reverend 
ee, 
orion 
Heat 
Cth epedinl qa 


SEPTEMBER 29 


EDMONTON EWENT CENTRE 
BOORSATSPM-10-+ NO MINORS TCKEISALSOATBLACIBYRD  sweue wats 


www.imotorhead.com | 


| eins 
AVAILABLE NOW 


ALSO AVAILABLE ON. ticketmaster.ca 780-451-8000 FOLLOW US AT TWITTER.COM/UNIONEVENTS 


sora cnet oN N TAKA asrnerasea cyto staveasenncsng roaring cae sas tea csecnseatiaroeapeesvenensornnernninnnene 


PREVUE // BEHEMOTH 


One for the dogs 


BRYAN BIRTLES 
BRYAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 

A: the founder, lead singer, guitar- 

ist and main songwriter of Polish 
metal band Behemoth, Adam Dar- 
ski—who goes by the stage name Ner- 
gal—is a busy guy. He's also incredibly 
excitable, getting worked up answering 
questions and pouring all of his energy 
into the promotion of his band’s newest 
album, Evangelion. According to him, 
that's because it's Behemoth's finest 
work to date. 

Whereas Darski often feels tired and 
depressed after finishing a record, he 
says that this is the first time he's been 
up after a recording session. Instructing 
his record label that he wants to talk to 
“every single journalist in every comer 
in this world" about the record, Darski 
is enthused to explain just why he's so 
pumped about what Behemoth is up to. 

"L was doing promo for [Behemoth's 
previous release] Apostasy and I was 
saying, ‘This is our best record,’ but in 
my heart I was like, ‘Fuck, I'm not be- 
ing honest with people,’ and I couldn't 
wait to finish the touring cycle which 
hadn't even started then and get into 
the studio and make it up to people,” 
he says over the phone from Poland. 
"But now I'm like, This is the ultimate 
Behemoth—this is the best you can get 
from us.’ Now I have a serious dilem- 
ma—I already talked to our label and 
told them not to expect us in the studio 
for at least three years because there's 
no way we can beat this record.” 

Even though he'll admit to saying that 
all of Behemoth's records have been the 
best yet—and even though most musi- 
cians would feed you a similar line of 
bull—it's easy to believe Darski because 
he seems to be honest. Even when talk- 
ing about how his own band reached 


Behemoth's Darski is a dog's best friend 


the level of popularity it has, Darski will 
tell you that Behemoth is nothing spe- 
cial, the members just try harder. 

"I'm a determined motherfucker—to 
be honest I never claimed, and I still 
don't, that I'm a very talented person. I 
have one talent—I never fucking give up, 
that’s my only talent,” he laughs. "We've 
never been the fastest, we've never been 
the most technical, there's a billion bet- 
ter bands than Behemoth, but there's no 
band who's as hardworking as us.” 


While the band's hard work has made 
the group huge in the metal scene, the 
dark lyrics and themes Behemoth is 
known for landed Darski in hot water 
with Polish authorities. Accused of 
spreading Satanism by a group called 
the All-Polish Committee for Defence 
against Sects, Darski fought back 
against the group's leader, Ryszard 
Nowak, who Darski says was slander- 
ing him in the press. 

"He kept on calling me a criminal 
in public—every interview he did he 
called mea criminal. I'm far from being 
a criminal, I'm a very productive citi- 
zen, so I brought him to court and the 
cool thing is! won everything I wanted. 
The guy had to cover all the costs I had 
and he had to pay $1000 to a home- 
less dog asylum because that's what I 
requested and he had to apologize to 
me in the press,” he says triumphantly. 
"I never go looking for fights, but if 
someone's looking for a fight he's got 
another thing coming.” W 
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Alberta’s 
largest 
outdoor 
party 


experience! 


The tenth 


July 16-19 2009 
Drayton Valley, AB 


Thr from Edmonton 
3.5hrs from Calgary 


Multiple open-air stages, beach, 
bonfires, river rafting, vendor 
village, interactive art, free 
riverside camping, workshops, 
good people, good vibes... 


~Headliners~ 


Amon Tobin 


John.'00' Fleming 


‘Will Bailey 
Adham Shaikh 
Andromeda 
Smalltown DJs 
Blue Lunar Monkey 
Chromosome 
Degree 
Eleven 
Excision 
Fuuze 
Kev 
Kristoff 
Lazy Rich\s Soulfix 
Michelle C 
Mythril 


Nystagmus aka Anahata 


Punkadelik 
Sons of Aurora 
Soul Surfer 
&-70 other artists! 


~Tickets~ 
Foosh (Edmonton), 
Grassroots (calgary) 


Ticketmaster (online, phone, oroutiets) 


motionnotion.com 
“motion notion!” on Facebook 


WUEWEEKLY 
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 UMIONEVENTS COM s' 


ON SALE SATURDAY 10AM! 
& 


PROTE ware Ly RO 


BETWEeW TE BURIED ano ME 
SEPTEMBER 15 - 
SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 


DOORS AT GPM - ALL AGES WELCOME 


TICKETS AT UNIONEVENTS.COM, TICKETMASTER.CA, BY PHONE 780-451-8000 #BEAR VUE 
ALL TICKETMASTER OUTLETS & BLACKBYRD MYOOTIK 


StS: ee A £ 


ALSO AVAILABLE ON ticketmaster.ca 780-451-8000 FOLLOW US AT TWITTER.COM/UNIONEVENTS 
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GOATWHORE 


¢c 


// {STEWART @VUEWEEKLY.COM 
"Wie" firm believers in keeping the Devil 

in metal," says Ben Falgoust, singer for 
New Orleans ‘blackened’ metal band Goat- 
whore. We're discussing the album title of 
the band’s latest record, Carving Out the Eyes of 
God. 

"We try to research and read as much as we 
can about the Devil as He appears in all cul- 
tures and civilizations, and not just be, ‘Oh, it's 
evil, it's cool.” The album title came from this 
idea that God created the universe in six days, 
and then rested on the seventh. But what if He 
didn't rest on the seventh day? What if the sev- 
enth day is when He created all that was evil 
and vile in the world? The message is to not put 
anything on a pedestal: God is flawed. Man was 
created in His image, and man is flawed. We all 
are, everything you think is higher above you 
is flawed, so don't judge each other. Anyway, it 
can be interpreted however you choose, and it 
sounds cool,” Falgoust laughs. 

No strangers to tumult, Goatwhore has en- 
dured its share of major mishaps in the past. 
2003's Funeral Dirge for the Rotting Sun fol- 
lowed on the shattered heels of Falgoust's se- 
vere van accident that left him in a wheelchair 
for a year. 

‘broke both my ankles. They weren't sure if 
| was going to walk again. I spent about a year 
in a wheelchair, which was a real eye-opening 
*xperience. I got to see what life was like ina 
wheelchair, and see the discrimination that 
you face, But, Lalso got to see boobs from a dif- 
ferent angle,” Falgoust laughs. "So it wasn't a 
total loss.” 

2006's A Haunting Curse followed the band's 
‘elocation from its native New Orleans in the 
“evastating wake of Hurricane Katrina. So it 
‘ame as somewhat of a relief when prepara- 

“ons for Carving seemed to be relatively di- 
Saster-free, 

"Yeah, nothing teally major happened this 
“me around," he says. "Before it seems that 
Something major would come along and fuck 
‘bings up, but it would assist with the writing 
Process. This time we had to look to ourselves, 
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'n' roll damnation 


ckene d metal band nods to the ‘80s on new album 


to everyday things to write about. And I think 
it worked to our favour. I'm not going to bother 
with the whole ‘Our best album ever' thing that 
you always hear. But we wrote this album for 
ourselves and we're all really happy with how 
it turned out. 

"Sammy (Duet, guitarist] said it best the other 
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You listen to newer metal 
and the production is so 
clean and the vocals and 
drums are up front—it's 
bullshit. 


day: it's light on the black, and heavy on the 
metal," he continues. "The first thing we did 
in the studio was say ‘All right, turn the gui- 
tars up.’ And the whole time we were there it 
was our mantra. We wanted the guitars to be 
like chainsaws ripping out of the speakers. You 
listen to newer metal and the production is so 
clean and the vocals and drums are up front— 
it's bullshit. That's the whole idea of metal: 
these metallic guitars towering over you.” 


So with the band focused on incorporating 
classic ‘80s metal into its blackened metal 
sound, Carving Out the Eyes of God plays like 
a tribute album to the bands that made Goat- 
whore the band they are today: Bathory, So- 
dom, Motorhead, Exodus and especially Celtic 
Frost. 

"No Celtic Frost, no Goatwhore—simple as 
that. With Carving we were really just writing 
a cover record. We were writing our own cov- 
ers of all these bands that meant so much to 
us, and adding our own black metal element 
to them. Black ‘n' roll, that's what we call it,” 
laughs Falgoust. "It's like how AC/DC would 
have sounded if d actually met the Devil 
on Highway to Hell." 
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became so large that police took the sing- 
er away in order to disperse them. 

The vibe at these precores is similar 
to the one Francis will be trying to cre- 
ate when he embarks ona solo acoustic 
tour that will touch down in Edmonton 


this week. While the audience mem- 
bers probably won't be invited to create 
the setlist the way they were during the 
precores, Francis explains that the vibe 
will be looser than it would be if he was 
playing a show with a full band. 

"I don't like making setlists. I just go 
up there and it's kind of a stream. Some- 
times I might have a couple of drinks 
too and I'll end up playing something I 
hadn't planned on playing and some- 
times it goes great and sometimes I 
mess it up,” he laughs before explaining 
that messing up when he's up on stage 
by himself can be covered up a bit bet- 
ter than when he's got a band looking to 
him for direction. "You don't have to be 
in time, you can stop the arrangement 
right in the middle of the song and put 
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K FRANCIS 


in as many pregnant pauses as you want. 
It's kind of liberating in that way.” 

Though he has a reputation for being 
ornery, Francis is probably one of the 
most stable musicians out there. He 
has his hand in all aspects of his artistic 
pursuit including, perhaps most impor- 
tantly, the financial side that most mu- 
sicians find to be an incredible bore. 

"I'm fairly in tune with it—there are 
some musicians that are really out of 
touch with that and there's nothing 
wrong with that, especially if you're 
making a lot of money—you can afford 
to be out of touch with that,” he says. 
"You can be like, ‘I am an artist, don't 
talk to me about numbers!’ There's peo- 
ple who live like that and if you're mak- 
ing a lot of money you can afford to live 
in that bubble and I say, "Touché, why 
would you wanna be thinking about 
that crap?’ Some people find it to be a 
distraction from their art." 


There are plenty of people out there 
who see Black Francis—who is, after 


HARDCORE TROUBADOUR >> 


The artist formerly known as Frank 
Black // supplied 


all, the frontman for rock 'n' roll in- 
novators the Pixies—as a huge star, 
yet that’s not exactly how the 44- 
year-old sees himself. Francis feels 
that he's more of a blue-collar musi- 
cian who sometimes gets to pretend 
to be famous. 
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"When I'm playing with my old band 
the Pixies and we're opening up for Neil 
Young and there's 60 000 people and 
we're being paid a ridiculous amount 
of money and I'm staying at a four-star 
hotel, I guess you could say I'ma star,” 
he admits. “But I like music a lot so 
I'm not content to just sit around and 
wait for those particular moments to 
happen and in between I'll just sit at 
my house going, ‘Yep, I'm still a star, 
I'm just going to wait until the next 
opportunity comes and until then the 
star's just gonna sit right here by this 
swimming pool and do his down-time 
thing.’ I'm just a little more hyperac- 
tive and I enjoy doing what I'm doifig, 
[enjoy playing music and I enjoy play- 
ing shows, that’s why I got into this—I 
didn't get into it to be astar.” ¥ 
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Natural musicians 


Inspiration is in the trees for Elfin Saddle 


CAROLYN NIKODYM 
// CAROLYN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


hen Elfin Saddle sat down to 

record its second album, the 
band wanted to translate the vibrancy 
of its live show into a recording. Elfin 
Saddle, of course, isn’t the first band 
to face this struggle, but for the Mon- 
tréal-based trio, there was something 
even more imperative to the quest. 

When you listen to Ringing for the 
Begin Again, its blend of tinkles and 
bleats, rhymes and voices, you can 
hear how Emi Honda, Jordan McKenzie 
and Nathan Gage are rekindling your 
sense of the magical. They conjure im- 
ages of mossy trees, forest fairies and 
wart-faced trolls. 

“We've always gotten a lot of inspira- 
tion from the natural world, especially 
when we were living in BC,” McKenzie 
says. “We were always active outdoors, 
and being in Montréal, it's a lot harder 
and more of a struggle. And we were a 
bit frustrated that it can be a really dif- 
ficult city to leave to get that—to have 
a connection with nature. I think that 
just bottled up. This album was a re- 
lease for that tension.” 


Music isn’t the only release. A few 
years ago, when McKenzie and Honda 
were living in Victoria, they were al- 
ready making a name for themselves 
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SCULPTORS >> Elfin Saddle's Emi 
Honda and Jordan McKenzie create both 
sonic and physical artworks // supplied 


with their intricate sculptures and 
installations made from plants and 
found objects—a taste of which you 
can find on their album covers. And 
moving to Montréal meant finding 
new places to collect. 


“It's definitely a different source of © 


material. We've always just scavenged 
from what's around us,” he says. 
“When we were out West, we were 


7 
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collecting stuff from the foothills 
beachcombing ... now it's just junk o; 
the streets or whatever we can find 
There's so much of it. It's actually 

great city for scavenging because ofter 
when people don’t want something 
they'll set it out on the street. So in the 
summer, there's a lot of collecting t. 
be done.” F, 

No, music isn't the only release, but 
it does stem from the same place. Lik 
the mushroom the band is named 
after, they take what is discarded to 
make room for new blossoms. 

“The approach that we take is rc 
ally similar. We both just kind of try ¢ 
make do with what we have, and that's 
how our band works, too,” McKenzi 
says. “We've just collected instrument 
over the years—often just stuff that 
people have given to us or whatever 
stuff that just comes to us, and it's just 
what we have around and we play with 
it and we make the best thing that we 
can and that’s how it is with our art 
work, too. We collect things that a 
there and available and we just try t 
turn it into something of value, I gues 
something beautiful.” W 
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Open up and say, ‘Ah' 


Bruce Peninsula's A Mountain is a Mouth 


I 


Prize-nominated A Mountain Is a Mouth. 
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} WUE WEEKLY: Geography appears to : 
: play a large part in the band, from the 
: name of the group to the album title to 
= the lyrics to the incorporation of running 
: water in the music of “Steam- 
: roller.” Is that grounding in the 
surrounding world something 
? that you're conscious of, or 
> has it developed naturally 
= and subtly? 

: NEIL HAVERTY: We are all in- 
: trigued by the idea of regional 
? eccentricities, especially in music 
» : and art. But also in jargon or behav- 
In a new column, Vue Weekly speaks to 3 
artists about a specific set of songs col- : 
lected together as an album. This we 2k, : 
Bruce Peninsula's singer/guitarist ‘Neil : 
Haverty discusses the band's 2009 Polaris : 


iour or terrain or lifestyle. The fact is that 
a person's surroundings will have some 
hand in everything that person does. At 
the very least, it plays the witness. That's 
an endless bounty, as far as songwriting 


: is concerned, wouldn't you say? 


There's a certain weight in that kind of : 
} imagery that's hard to find elsewhere. 
: Some sturdy, hefty quality we like. There 
: are a lot of different ways to explain the 


size or reach of how we feel, but 
it's really tough to argue with a 
flood or a fire or a mountain 


immediately. 
VW: There's a real feeling of 


unity between the album's tracks 
Was there a sense that the band was 


: creating an album as opposed to a collec- 
: tion of individual songs? 

: NH: It was definitely the plan to create 
: one body, rather than just a collection of : 
: songs, but mostly that's just the logical 
: conclusion of a year or two spent crafting 


range. Or a peninsula, for that : 
matter. It paints the picture : 


a live show. We have always been mind- 
: ful of the fact that we're there to enter- 
: tain people—for 30, 45, 60 minutes at a 


: tivity throughout that year but it was mostly 


: consideration every time we play, so ob- : 
: it happen in the time we had. 


: viously the end recorded product should 
: reflect that. 

That said, we made decisions about the 
record that we wouldn't normally decide 
: about the live show. We didn't have to 
: end the record with a banger, for exam- 
: ple. In a live show, we wouldn't put two 
: slow songs at the end. 


VW: Recording for A Mountain is a Mouth 
began in June 2007 and carried on for a 
= year. How much of that was steady record- 
ing versus weekends? 


: days. We had a couple of bursts of produc- 
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: a piecemeal schedule. 


} get a group together or anytime somebody 
: time. We take the flow and sequenceinto : 


Whenever we could 


had a spare afternoon to add some of their 
parts, we'd find a place to record and make 


It's taken us a while to get a handle on 


: how to coordinate this band in a truly, 
: efficient way—we still haven't really Ay. 
: ured it out—so it took more than a yea: 
: to get everything we wanted to hear on 
: to the record. 


In the end, 15 musicians contributed t: 


: it. That's a big group of people, with thei: 
: own lives and projects to consider, so we 
: kinda just used whatever time was on of 
+ fer and came out the other side with this 
: beast of a record. 

> NH: Very little was done on consecutive : 
= WW: It was recorded over that time in 
: number of different locations. Why not 
+ just hole up in one spot for the duration? 
; What was the advantage of doing it ir 
: different spots? 

: NH: Next time | think we're all looking 
i forward to spending a solid chunk of 
: time in one location. Some of the record 
{ ing locations for AMIAM were chosen 


very deliberately—we chose St. George 


¢ the Martyr because we knew the vocals 
: would shine there and we finagled our 
¢ way into the basement of the Univer 
t sity because we knew there were lots of 
; great instruments stashed there—-but 
t most of the other places we recorded in 
= were chosen based solely on what was 
: cheap and available to us. 


We even halted recording for a couple 


? months to help our engineer Leon build a 
: studio. Actually, the studio, at least part 
? ly, was built in reaction to how much we 
: had to move around to get the project 
: done. That’s why our band spent so much 
: time putting up drywall, anyway. We 
t needed a home base for the final stages 
} of our record, so we just plain built it 


: VW: The record is a dense work, with 
; many layers that weave in and out and 
t over and under each other, Was it a dif 
: ficult project to work on in the studio? 

: NH: Recording wasn't difficult. It was 
: time consuming, sure, but recording was 
? the fun part. We knew that each song 
? implied a lot of different melodies and 
: rhythms and we wanted to identify and 
: highlight as many of those as we could 


It got difficult in the mixing stage. 


: though. We had no limits when we 
? were tracking, but then that made a 
: huge pile of music to sort through 
: when it came time to mix. When we 
: were mixing, we were pulling out ov 
: hair and sort of decided that next time 
: we'd impose some boundaries. 


It was a glorious privilege we allowed 


? ourselves—no new part was ever de- 
: nied—but the same rules won't apply 
: when we go to do it again. It was just 
: too much stuff to sift through. 


: VW: The music sounds incredibly or 
: ganic, with shouts and claps alongside 
: the instruments, but those are tem 
: pered with an angelic choir that appea’s 
: throughout. How much of the sound of 
: the finished record was planned in ad: 
= vance, and how much was the result o! 
: studio experimentation? 

: NH: The extra textures and finishing 
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colours were created in the studio, but the 
fundamental characteristics of the songs 
were there from the beginning. Thick vocal 
melody and strong rhythmic momentum 
are two songwriting qualities that we'll 
always rely on. Those are the touchstones 
we always head towards first. 

If you start from there, not much chang- 
es once you start decorating it with over- 
dubs. The aesthetics morph a bit—things 
sound a little cooler or weirder—but the 


LAZARUS A.D. / BARNBURNER 
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: essence of a song should remain intact : 
: with or without those embellishments. 


: WW: How do the multiple layers of the 
} record translate to the stage? Is there an : 
: attempt to recreate the studio sounds or : 
: do you come at the live performance as : 
: something completely different? 
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ed and calculated version of the so; 


: A live show is a lot more unpredict.ab| 
: and unhinged. Anything can happe 
: the heat of the moment. 

We love that duality. It makes playin 
music twice as fun. Enjoyable in two ver, 
different ways. We wouldn't have it any 
> other way. V 
: NH: We generally feel that the live per- : 
: formance and recorded work should be : 
: judged on their own merits. There are : 
: things that can't be captured live but can : 
: be explored on record, and vice versa. : 
: The record presents a very steady-hand- : 
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EDEN MUNRO 

// EDEN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 

For the opening growl of a bass 

guitar rising up straight into the 
rumbling charge of "Siege Perilous” 
right through to the closing, off-the- 
wall ramble of "An End to Gerunds,” 
Ford Pier's Adventurism careens along 
the edge, crossing lines between pop 
and punk and prog and even metal— 
sometimes within the same song, or 
even the same few bars, like on "Sick of 
the Good Times" where he can go from 
a pop verse, throw in a brief operatic 
metal vocal rise, slip into a jazzy aside 
and then back into the pop to do it all 
over again. 

Rapid-fire might be the best way to 
describe Adventurism, at least in spirit 
if the term is too vague and slippery to 
be of much use in conveying the actual 
sounds that the record is constructed 
out of. One after another come the 
spinning riffs, the booming bass lines, 
the storming vocals, each one seem- 
ing as though it could be the basis for 
an entirely new composition, yet Pier 
somehow does what so many have 
failed to do in the past, welding the 
disparate parts together into some- 
thing whole, something that is actually 
stronger for all of its inconsistencies 
and contradictions. 
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the album Lrico 


LBUM REVIEWS 
Z : Night Electric Night 
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P totrtort 


Ford Pier 
Adventurism 


(Independent) 
Kk 


(Pier even successfully manages to : 
cross some lines that might have de- : 
railed a lesser talent, as on the mix of : 
Simon-and-Garfunkel-esque folk and : 
Can-Rock glory of "Lethe," where he : 
combines folkie verses with the very : 
Rush/Triumph-like delivery ontheline : 
"I don't want to be immortal /I wantto : 
be all right,” his voice reaching forthe : 
: and rides the hell out of them. 
Partly, the fusing of such wildly var- : 


heavens on the last few words.) 


ied bits and pieces into Adventurism's 


face first into the fray. 


any debilitating flaws in the music. 


honest in their parts. 


from a seething, restrained-through- 


gritted-teeth verse into an explosive, : 
out-and-out rage as he sings, "I'm filled : 
with disgust at everything that it was : 
that I was yesterday /IwishthatIcould : 
: sic. Crunchy guitars, ominous Fur 


take an axe and hack my past away.” 


And in the quiet of "My New Bar," : 
he opens up and admits, "I said some : 
awful things before I left." (Adding to : 
the mess, though, Pier quickly gives : 
the song an unapologetic twist that is : 
> song sounded like a Marilyn Manso 


more akin to real life than a fairytale.) 


But it's perhaps on "Cavalier" where : 
Pier lays himself most bare, opening : 
himselfup overtop ofagallopingmetal : 
beat, singing, “God Almighty, grantme : 
the strength to change the thingsIcan- : 
: ny little bodies. 


not accept." It's an inspiring charge, a 


statement of survival and one that sits : 
just right within the united chaos of : 


Adventurism. W 


10443a - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


magnificence in 


the memo; 


top 10 sellers 


01. the eternal sonic youth 


02. pleasure is the headlight spiral joy band 


03. freak of araby sir richard bishop 
04. monoliths & dimensions sunn 0))) 
05. bitte orca dirty projectors 
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Payrificarae &. Mamery 


beacon of 
ancestorship trico 


06. treeg salaam group doueh 

07. veckatimest grizzly bear 

08. rosa de sangue lula cortes 

09. open strings v/a 

10. rainwater cassette,.. deerhunter 


ee 
Deathstars 


Apparently h 
only prerequisite 
for joining <j 
“death-glam" ban, 
are an affinity f 
Stage makeup 2p 
the ability to fit in; 
size-two faux-leather pants from 

Kids. Apart from that, Deathstars ta 
the four clichés of apocalyptic m 


First off, looks. White 


Make-yp 


: check. Black eye-shadow: check. 
10 songs works so well because Pier *: 
approaches the entire album without : 
fear, never doubting—or at least let- : 
ting any doubts show—as he heads : 


black hair: check. Tight black pseu. lo 
Nazi-looking uniforms draping seve: 
ly malnourished bodies: check 

Next up, the lyrics. Take any Grad> 


: student's ring binder of shitty poe-r, 

That's not to say that there are no : 
cracks in the songs, but those hairline ‘ 
fractures tend to be a result of Pier's : 
humanity, evidenced most often in the : 
lyrics or in a voice that cracks while : 
delivering a particular line, ratherthan : 


and liberally add references to dri 
pain, blood, death and loneliness. Fo 
nus points: include a song you wroi 
the night your brother committed su 
cide. Classy. 

Cliché number three: catchy sta. 


; names. Ladies and gentlemen, put yo 1 

The punked-up musical mix is, of : 
course, only part of the battle, and for : 
Pier the lyrics hold equal weight in : 
the mix, cryptic as a whole, but always : 
: Manson. Just shitty nicknames. 4 

"Things Happened to Me" finds Pier : 
and co-conspirator Don Kerr chugging : 
along on a stop-and-start riff, Pier’'svo- : 
cal churning up the waves ashejumps : 
: Third Reich-style armbands with th 


hands together for Whiplasher, Nigt 
mare, Cat, Skinny and Bone. Nothin: 
witty like Slipknot using numbers 
names, or the fun irony of Marily 


they're probably not even the ni 

names they all had in high school (the 
can't all be named Hey Faggot). An 
other touch of Nazi-chic, they all hay 


names spelled out in some kind of I 

varian script. I guess this could be u 

ful, seeing as they look identical. 
Last {and possibly least), the mi 


synths, sequenced drums and throa 
muppet vocals combine to form t! 
most innocuous, limp-dick death m 
al you've ever scoffed at. I'd love to gi 
highlights and lowlights, but every 


tribute-band cast-off, equally shiti 
and forgettable. In the end I shouldn’ 
be surprised that a band that obvious!) 
values conformity this much does: 
have a single original bone in its skin- 


TB PLAYER 
// T@@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


EAE 
: El Grupo Nuevo de Omar Rodriguez 
: Lopez 

: Cryptomnesia 

: (Rodriguez Lopez Productions) 

t wok trict 


This albumis dens« 
ly irritating, to say 
the least, but that's 
potential score for 
fans of those noisy 
bastards the Mars 
Volta, the claim 0 


: fame for Omar Rodriguez Lopez for put 
: ting together a self-titled group. Oris! 
: nally intended as a mere collaboration 
: between Lopez and schizo-busy Hell 
: drummer Zach Hill, El Grupo indirectly 
: became an MV project after tying in th« 
: efforts ofa few ofits members. It's tighte! 
: and more concisely melodic than prev! 
: ous works, though still too indulgent ‘° 
: produce anything remotely close to 2 
: single, unless a fast trend develops !0' 
: tossing your guitar and drum set into 

: clothes dryer. 

: JONATHAN BUSCH 


// JOMATHAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM ~ 


Montréal boys aren't interested in 


cause every block growing up had 


the same time. 
FAWNDA MITHRUSH 
// FAWNDA@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


| _ = 
Tin Star Orphans 
Yonder 

(Sparks Music) 
woke 


phans' debut CD, 


woods roadhouse: lovingly detailed, 


real. 
MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE 
// MARYCHRISTA@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


: : Lifter Puller, Fiestas +Fiascos 
: (Self-Starter Foundation) 
t Originally released: 2000 
: There are albums that exist 
: In a very specific place and 
: time, marked by lyrics that 
: are full of specific or music 
: that is indelibly tied to a partic 
: ular period—the political turmoil 
igh : of the Clash's 
pretty quiet period. Now fare to its : 
ey p way of things, the newest : 
tasy of the Lot is a summer- : 
time po aaa can imagine it glean- : 
ing in the dusty motel parking lot ofa : 
‘50s pulp film. From the opening dis- : 
cordant squeaks of guitar on "Low- : 
iza,” you get the sense that these : 
: side California. 
keeping up appearances. In fact, the : 
lyrics and flowy up-down tempo of : 
"Fad" and "Ossified Homes" seem like : 
they're pointing out contradictions : 
in things. In the latter, Mark Kupfert ; 
muses, “Are we windows or are we : 
the veneer?” The songs all sound so : 
poppy and breezy and sweet, but they : 
talk about troubled marriages, the il- : 
lusions of suburbs and regrets of : 
things failed. "Family that Doesn't : 
Know the Game” is an outright joke : 
on the ones that just don't get it—be- : 


ALBUM REVIEWS 


lyrics links the 
band with the 
late '70s and ear- 
ly '80s, while the 
harmonies of the 
Beach Boys will 
be forever tied 
to '60s beach- 


But then there 
are other records 
which are at 
once more vague 
when it comes 
to documenting 
true events, but 


ripe with details HOLE ING STEADY >> Craig Finn's carlydays 


that breathe life into the world within 
the songs. Bob Dylan writes that way, 
and so does Bruce Springsteen—the 
degrees may vary, but each songwriter 
tends to conjure up an entire world 


: that is rooted in ours, but cloaked in a 
one of those. The album is a thor- : 
oughly enjoyable listen, dripping : 
with cynical irony and easy beats. : 
The rhythms change fast but soft, and : 
there's a good amount of danceable : 
keyboard icing the whole deal. : 
There's no fantasy, just the break- : 
down of one. It's smart, and smarts at : 


mythology that casts an uncertain mist 
over the characters who live there. 
There's a relatively easy line to be drawn 
between those two songwriters and the 
Hold Steady, as well. Clearly musical de- 
scendents of Springsteen and his E Street 
Band, the Hold Steady doesn't so much 
retrace the past as it picks up and heads 


: off in new directions. The band's guitars 
: and keys offer over-the-shoulder nods to 
: what came before, but only in that they 
: use the inspiration for their own work. 


But it's vocalist Craig Finn who strikes the 
loudest chord in relation to Springsteen 


: and Dylan as he casts his tarnished tales 
: ina very particular mould, his words more 
: spoken than sung, his characters caught in 
; a nighttime world that wears them down 
: under the constant pressure of life and the 
Ostensibly Yonder : 
is Tin Star Or : 


threat of death (or worse, survival). 
While the Hold Steady’s world is sharply 


: drawn, it wasn't the first one that he sculpt- 
but the core ofthe : 
band has been : 
kicking around : 
the Toronto scene : 
for a few years, developing its alt- : 
roots/art-rock sound under a differ- : 
ent moniker and with some lineup : 
changes. Yonder is nothing ifnotam- : 
bitious, opening with a swelling and : 
churning six-minute instrumental : 
highlighting the band’s orchestral : 
palette and proficiency of the play- : 
ers before introducing the arresting = 
vocals of Zachary Bennett—a dis- : 
Unctive, punchy caw with which lit- : 
tle else can compete unless it's : 
mighty. Which probably explains : 
the scale and structure that marks : 
the music in Yonder: a thoroughly : 
slick-ified and knowing pretension : 
of hillbilly fare, crossbred with gran- : 
diose rock ornamentations and atti- : 
tude. It's not at all bad—cohesive : 
and deft, original and driving, and : 
certainly hinting at a blistering live : 
show—but reminiscent of how Spiel- : 
berg would render a rough back- : 
: (Dead Oceans) 
everything in place, but ultimately : 
more about the reference than the : 
: It's like Skin Graft putting out 
: Best of Anne Murray 


ed—before the Hold Steady Finn was in 
Lifter Puller, along with the Hold Steady’s 


Timber Timbre 
Timber Timbre 
(Arts & Crafts) 


| was wondering ... 
Is Arts & Crafts a genre? 
Or a religion? 


Coconut Rock 
(ESL) 


If this was vintage 
Would be hunted and hoarded 
By smug LP nerds 


; The Color of Violence 
: Youthanize 
: (Epitaph) 


Bowerbirds 
Upper Air 


This? on Dead Oceans? 


guitarist Tad Kubler. (Kubler played 
bass in Lifter Puller.) 

Musically, the Hold Steady is 
straighter, its rock 'n’ roll cut 
from the streets like the ones 
Springsteen was enamoured 
with on his early albums; Lifter 
Puller is more angular, though, 
guitars descending, tuming sharply 
» and stopping sud- 
denly rather than 
j flowing easily. 
# Still, by the time 
of Fiestas + Fias- 
cos, the band's 
third and final full- 
length, the seeds 
of the Hold Steady 
were in place with 
songs that were 
tightly written 
and less noisy and 
patched together 
than those on the 
group's self-titled 
B} debut or sopho- 
more release, Half 
Dead and Dynamite. 

But it’s in the words where Lifter Puller is 
most closely associated with its successor; 
just as Finn has used recurring characters 
and themes to generate a consistency in 
the world created over the course of the 
Hold Steady's four full-length albums, he 
weaved a tangled web through Lifter Pull- 
er’s catalogue, centring the action—sex 
and drug deals and broken promises and 
shattered hearts—around an East Coast 
seaside town full of characters like Night- 
club Dwight and Eye-Patch Guy, and loca- 
tions like the Nice Nice club and, in a later 
time period after the Nice Nice is burnt 
down, the vacant lot at 15th and Franklin 
where the club once stood. 

Fiestas + Fiascos, at just over 30 minutes 
long, is a tight ending to the story, and it 
lays the groundwork for Finn's narrative 
approach in the Hold Steady, tying vari- 
ous events together across the albums. 
The music that the tale is wrapped up in 
has remained post punk, but it's also more 
concise and to the point. If Lifter Puller 
often sounded as though the band was 
learning to work as a whole, Fiestas + Fi- 
ascos was the paving of the road that Finn 
and Kubler are travelling today with the 
Hold Steady 


Gagjaguwar) 


Total mindmelter! 
Chock full of sonic mayhem 


: And pitchfork boners 


Ocote Soul Sounds & Adrian Quesada 
: Unreleased tracks 1999 —- 2004 
: (Outside) 


Royal City 


: An amazing band 
: This disc makes me miss these guys 
: Like 10 phantom limbs! 


: Screamin' ‘bout Va-Jays! 
: Not cool! back in my day we'd 
: Gently pine for them 
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€DMONON EVENT NIKE 


FERRY 4 
CORSTEN 


DOORS 9PM -18* TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER 


KROCK 97.3 PRESENTS 


[lazareth 


DOORS SPM « 18+ - TICKETS AT TICKETMAST! 


Social 
Distortion 


LIVE NATION PRESENTS 


EAGKES OF = 
DEATH METAL 


DOORS 8PM - 18> = TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER 


HOROSCOPE 


ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 19) 


and have neglected to develop relation- 
ships with wind turbines, solar panels, 
natural gas and other means of gener- 
ating power. What if in the future— 


if, over the long haul, its byprod- 
ucts degrade your environ- 
ment? | suggest you start 
now to expand the variety 
of fuels you tap into. It's a 
perfect moment to adjust 
your plans for your long- 
term energy needs. 


TAURUS (Apr 20 — May 20) 


R 


friend might neglect to share a crucial 


completely there for you. Fortunately, 


could step forward and do a convincing 
impersonation of a friend. And a previ- 


wellspring. Moral of the story: if you're 


prived of what you need. 
GEMINI (May 21 — Jun 20) 


of animals, I've started a new sideline 
as a ghostwriter. Here's an excerpt 


Gemini. Brezsny: What do you like best 
about being a potbellied pig? Prestige: 
I'm greedy but cute. | get to eat like a 


tive judgments people usually project 
you're worried about? Prestige: | need 
to make my caretaker understand that 


for the next few weeks we Geminis will 
need more than the usual amounts of 


to say to my Gemini readers? Prestige: 
Don't let anybody make you feel guilty 
for wanting what you want. 


CANCER (Jun 21 — Jul 22) 


"People of the highest calibre, upon hear- 
ing about Taoism, follow it and practice 


est calibre, hearing about Taoism, let out 


added punch, remember what he said in 


Time to diversify your energy sources, : 
Aries. It’s as if you've grown too depen- : 
dent on oil—metaphorically speaking— : 


metaphorically speaking—oil becomes : 
scarcer or wildly expensive? And what : 


FerRot 


Your mirror may lie to you this week. A : 
: VIRGO (Aug 23 — Sep 22) 
detail. Even pets and heroes and nor- : 
mally reliable suppliers might not be : 
: secretive stranger who'll play you like : 
| expect that secondary sources will : : 
come through. Other people's mirrors : 
may reveal a clue you haven't been able : 
to find in your own. An acquaintance : 
: a cult that's conspiring to seize politi- : 
: cal power following the events of De- : 
ously overlooked or unknown connec- : 
tion might become your own personal : 
: it's more likely that you will soon meet : 
willing to be flexible and forswear all : : 
impulses to blame, you won't be de- : 
: drawn to a convenient location at mid- : 
: day to pick up the "missing stuff." And : 
= you will be invited to become part of a : 
Having discovered | can read the minds : 
: significant role in your quest for mean- : 
: ing in the coming years. 
from an interview | did with Prestige, : 
a potbellied pig born under the sign of : 
: For years, Ive remembered most of my : 
: dreams every night, so I'm good at spot 
: ting trends. And one of the themes tha 
pig, yet not be victimized by the nega- : 
: Last week, | dreamed that three of my : 
onto pigs. Brezsny: Is there anything : . 
: Olympics. Four nights ago,|dreamed that : 
: my two favorite Libran astrologers were : 
: rappelling up a skyscraper. Last night, | : 
: dreamed that four Libran celebrities— : 
food, love, presents, praise, attention, 
everything. Brezsny: Anything you'd like : 
: slet—climbed a gold ladder to a café on : 
: a cloud where they drank magic coffee : 
: that made wings sprout on their backs. : 
: So what's going on? Is my subconscious : 
: telling me that it’s prime time for you to : 
The ancient Chinese sage Lao Tse said, : 
: goals? Do my dreams mean you should : 
: rise above the conventional wisdom and : 
it Immediately. People of average calibre, : 
hearing about Taoism, reflect for a while : 
and then experiment. People of the low- : 
: SCORPIO (Oct 23 — Nov 21) 
a big laugh." Now substitute’ the words : 
“your splashy new ideas" for “Taoism” : 
in Lao Tse's quote and you'll have your : 
horoscope for this week, Cancerian. For : 


? another context: "No idea can be consid- : 
ered valuable until a thousand people : 
have laughed at It." 


: LEO (Jul 23 — Aug 22) 
: Nietzsche's dictum might be useful for 
: you to keep in mind right now, Leo: "If it : 
+ doesn't kill you, it'll make you stronger.” : 
Since I'm very sure that the turbulent wa- : 
ters through which you're navigating will : 
not kill you, I'm looking forward to : 
all the ways this journey will up- : 
grade your confidence and en- 
Cy @ hance your power. But there's : 


what Nietzsche formulated. : 
It's also true that if it doesn't : 
kill you (which it won't), it will : 
make you wilder and kinder and : 
smarter and more beautiful. : 


According to my projections, you will : 
not, in the coming weeks, meet a dark, : 


a violin. Nor will you be lured to the : 
warehouse district after midnight to : 
pick up the “missing stuff." And | highly : 
doubt that you will be invited to join : 


cember 21, 2012. No, Virgo. Your fate ; 
is far more mundane than that. In fact, : 


a bright, forthright stranger who will : 
play you like an accordion. You will be : 


group that has the potential to play a : 


little bundle of rumbling feelings ang 
psychic sensitivities: it doesn't matter 


: If you're a true believer or an unrepen- 
: tant infidel—you will soon be invited 
: to have one of your logical certainties 
: torn out by the roots and replaced with 


a throbbing vision of cosmic whoopee 
Brace yourself for the most pungent fun 
you've had since your last mudwrestlo 
with the angel. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22 - Dec 21) 


+ While appearing on the TV show I'm o 


Celebrity ... Get Me Out of Here, ex-pro 


: basketball player John Salley gave some 


advice I'd like to pass along. "When you 
see crazy coming your way,” he philoso 
phized, "you should cross the street.” | 
do think crazy will be headed in your di- 


: rection sometime soon, Sagittarius, and 
: the best response you can make is to 
: avoid it altogether, preferably in a way 


that it doesn't notice you. That's right 
don't shout at crazy, don't bolt away 
ostentatiously, and certainly don't run 
up and give crazy a big hug. There are 
far better ways for you to gather in your 
fair share of intriguing mystery; I'd hate 
to see you get bogged down in a use- 
less, inferior version of it. 


CAPRICORN (Dec 22 ~ Jan 19) 

Everyone wants an extra piece of you these 
days, and they don't necessarily care about 
how it will affect you. So beware of emo- 
tional manipulation, subliminal seduction 
and the temptation to believe in impossible 
promises. To make matters more extreme, 
I suspect you may be secretly pleased that 
everyone wants an extra piece of you—and 
might be tempted to conspire in your own 


: dismantling. Let me propose a compromise 


: How about letting three trustworthy peo- 


LIBRA (Sep 23 — Oct 22) 


has arisen recently involves you Libras. 


Libra friends were pole vaulting at the : 


Mahatma Gandhi, Gwen Stefani, Sacha : 
Baron Cohen (a.k.a. Borat) and Kate Win- : 


raise your expectations and upgrade your : 


rededicate yourself to your loftiest ambi- : 
tions? What do you think? 


> ple—no more—take an extra piece of you? 


And be very certain that they have enough 


: self-control to know when to stop taking 


: AQUARIUS (Jan 20 — Feb 18) 


You're almost never one brick short of a 
load. Know what I'm saying? Your elevator 
almost always goes all the way to the top 
floor. Rarely, if ever, do | have to warn you 
against playing with a deck of 51 cards 
So | hope you don't be offended when |! 
say that it's time to find that missing brick 
and service your elevator and buy a new 
deck. In other words, you're due for your 
65 000 kilometre check-up. 


PISCES (Feb 19 — Mar 20) 

magic (ma' jik): n. 1. A mysterious event 
or process that seemingly refutes the 
known laws of science. 2. A willed trans- 
formation of one's own state of mind 
3. A surprising triumph that exceeds all 


: expectations. 4 Something that works, 


: though no one understands why. 5. The 


Spiritual epiphany alert! Uncanny rev- ; 
elations imminent! Hope you don't mind : 
being awoken in the middle of your reg- : 


ularly scheduled life by a special deliv- : 
: ery from the Great Beyond. Yes, my cute : 


: impossible becoming possible. 6. "Any 


sufficiently advanced technology is in- 
distinguishable from magic” (Arthur C 
Clarke) 7. A quality predominant in the 
lives of Pisceans during the period July | 
through July 20, 2009. W 
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DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 2PM 
PPTL UU ULL MLLLL LLU ULLLLLLLLL ELLE 


ne + - 
AIKIKAI AIKIDO CLUB 10139-87 Ave, Old 


Strathcona unit ie « Japanese 
Maria At of aad see 
:30pm; Thu 6-8pm 
STEP SUPPORT GROUP Brae- 
ae jan Church basement, nN. 
door, 6 Bernard Dr, Bishop St, Sir Winston 
ee St. Albert « For adult children 


alcoholic and ctional families « 
Meet Mondays including holidays, 7:30pm 


EVENT www.edmonton.ca/reuse 
4 eae of household items in ee 
condition too large for regular garbage 
collection at no cost. Household hazardous 
waste items not accepted 


BUDDHIST PRACTICE 10502-70 Ave, 
www.karmatashiling.ca « Meditation and 
Buddhist practice: Wed, 7pm » DVD's and 
discussion: Fri, 7pm + Free, beginners 
welcome 


CANADIAN MENTAL HEALTH 
ASSOCIATION Suite 800, 10045-1122 St, 

bat + Family support drop-in group 
feria ividuals who are supporting an adult 
family member who is living with a mental 
illness « Every Wed, 6:30-8:30pm 


CHESS CLUB peoa7ga3i8 + Learn to play 

chess; opportunities for all ages including 

classes, school ce and tournaments + 
ut 


rovingchessnuts@shaw.ca 


EDMONTON ESPERANTO SOCIETY 
Rm 1812, 10025-102A Ave, 780.702.5117 + 
Fri, noon-ipm +» vaughn@sewardconsult- 
ing.com 


EDMONTON GHOST TOURS Meet 
infront of the Rescue Statue next to the 
Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave, 
780.289.2005, ee pomanenosttoure. 
com +« Walk through Old Strathcona and 
hear true stories of ghosts and hauntings + 
Mon-Thu, until Aug 20, 9pm « $5 


"HOME" ENERGISING SPIRITUAL 
COMMUNITY FOR PASSIONATE 
LIVING Garneau/Ashbourne Assisted 
Living Place, 11148-84 Ave +» Home: Blends 
music, drama, creativity and reflection 

on sacred texts to energise you for 
passionate living « Every Sun 3-spm 


PASTORS FOR PEACE Ulzainian Centre, 
1018-97 St, 780.460.4373 » Caravan to Cuba: 
fe: eaker Jim Bouman and enter- 
tainment « 4, 2pm + Donations; info 
contact Elsie Sansregret at 780.460.4373 


SUGARSWING DANCE CLUB Orange 
Hall, 10335-84 Ave, 780.604.7572 » Swing 
Dance at fuger Foot Stomp: no experi- 
ence needed, beginner lesson followed by 
dance every Sat « July 4, 8pm (door); www. 
sugarswing.com 


SUGARSWING DANCE CLUB Orange 
Hall, 10335-84 Ave, 780.604.7572 + Swing 
Dance at Sugar Foot Stomp: no experi- 
ence needed, beginner lesson followed by 
dance every Sat, july 18, 8pm (door); www. 
Sugarswing.com 


SWEET MOMMA-FOR PREGNANCY 
WELLNESS Simply Supper, 1, 7395 Rabbit 
Hill Rd, Sera . Health ‘ating Dur- 
ing Your Pregnancy « Wed, July 15, 7-9pm; 


Pre-regi: Www.sim) er.ca, code 
Sabon? cl ees i 


WINSPEAR TOURS Winspear Centre, 
corner of 99 Street and 102 Ave « Free 
guided summer tours; each tour begins 
at the main doors » Mon, 10am; July 7, 14, 
21, 28 « Free, must reserve in advance at 
780.401.2515 


WOMEN IN BLACK In Front of the Old 
Strathcona Farmers' Market « Silent vigil 
the ist and 3rd Sat, 10-11am, each month, 
stand in silence for a world without 
violence 


Thu, 8:30pm; Sat, 8pm and 10pm + Marty 
Hanenerg; July 3-4 + Brian Work; July 10-1 


COMIC STRIP Bourbon St, WEM, 

780.483.5999 « Wed-Fri, Sun 8pm; Fri-Sat 

10:30pm » Hit or Miss Mondays: Each 

Mon + Alternative Tuesdays: Tue, July 7, 

8pm « Steven Hofstette; until July 5 antics 
jussbaum; i 8-12 - The Andrew Iwanyk 

Experience; July 14 «Tu Rae; July 15-19 


DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 780.710.2119 « 
Comedy Night: Hosted by Lars Callieon : 
Every Sun, 9pm 


LAUGH SHOP 1105-6606 137 Ave, Lon- 
donderry Mall, 780.476.1010 » Wed-Thu 
8pm; Fri-Sat ES and 9:45pm + Anrew 
‘OSE; ifs 2-4* e D: ‘lies july 8-20 « 
Kenny uy 15-18 + Tyler Hawkins; Wed, 
July 22, 8pm + Dave Nystrom; July 23-25 


SS 
QUEER 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER 
Sunnybrook United Church, Red Deer, 
403.347.6073 » welcome LGBT’ 
people and their friends, family, and allies 
meet the 2nd Tue, 7pm, each month 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP . 
A social group for bi-curious and bisexual 
women every 2nd Tue of the month, 8pm 
* groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton 


BOOTS BAR AND LOUNGE 10242-106 
St, 780.423.5014, www.bootsbar.ca + and 
Thu: Illusions Social Club + 3rd Wed: Ed- 
monton O Society « 2nd Tue: Edmonton 
Rainbow Business Association + Every Fri: 
Philosophy Café « Fri and Sat DJ Se 

Sean Fe Long Weekend Sundays 
feature the Stardust Lounge with Miss 
Bianca and Vanity Fair 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725B Jasper Ave, 
780.488.7736 « DJ Dust ’n' fice: Mon gpm 

+ DJ Arrow Chaser; Tue 9pm + DJ Dust 'n’ 
Time; Wed gpm; no cover before 1opm + 
DJ Arrow Chaser; Fri 8pm; no cover before 
1opm « DJ Earth Shiver 'n' Quake; Sat 8pm; 
no cover before 10pm « DJ Bobby Beatz; 
Sun gpm - D: gore Performance Show; 
Sun; no cover before 10pm 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (eP1) Unitar- 
ian Church of Edmonton, 10804-119 St-A 
group of older gay men and their admirers 
who have common interests meet the 2nd 
Sun, 2:30pm, most months for a social period, 
short meeting and guest speaker, discussion 
panel or potluck supper. Special interest groups 
meet for other social activities throughout 

the month. E: edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, www. 
primetimersww.org/edmonton 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www. 
teamedmonton.ca + Women’s Drop-In 
Recreational Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 
10227-118 St,780.465.3620; Wed, 6-739pm 

+ Bootcamp; Lynnwood Elementary School 
at 15451-84 Ave; Mon, 7-8:15pm; bootcamp@ 
teamedmonton.ca « Bowling: Gateway 
Lanes, 100, 3414 Gateway Blvd; Sat, 5-7pm; 
bowling@teamedmonton.ca + Curling: 
Mon, 7:15-9:1spm), Granite ME LD: 
780.463.5 . Ruane Sun, Tue, Thu; 
Tunning@teamedmonton.ca » Swimming: 
NATIT pool, 11762-106 St; Tue, 8-9pm, Thu, 
7:30-8:30pm; swimming@teamedmonton.ca 
. Volleyball: Tue Recreational: Mother Teresa 
Elementary School at 9008-105A, 8-0pm; 
Thu intermediate; Amiskiwaciy Academy, 
101 Airport Rd, 8-10pm; recvolleyball@ 
teame: onton.ca; voll all@teamedmon- 
ton.ca « YOGA (Hatha): Free Yoga every Sun, 
2-3:30pm; Korezone Fitness, 203, 10575-115 St, 
yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB: CROSS- 
DRESSERS 780.387.3343 » meet monthly 
« For info go to groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
edmonton_illusions 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus + Campus- 
based organization for lesbian, gay, bi- 
sexual, trans-identified and queer | Gore) 
faculty, graduate student, academic, straight 
allies and support staff «3rd Thu each _ 
month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. 
Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408- 

124 St, www.edmlivingpositive.ca, 
1.877.975.9448/780.488.5768 « Providing 
confidential peer support to people living 
with HIV « Tue, 7-9pm: Support group + 
Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION 
Faculté St. Jean, Rm 3-18, 780.490.7332 » Pro- 
gram for HIV-AID'S prevention, treatment 
and harm reduction in French, English and 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-1 
Ave, 780.488.32: www pridecentrect, - 
monton.org « Open Tue-Fri 1-10pm, Sat 
2-6:30pm « Seniors Drop-in: Eve: 
Tue/Thu, 2-4pm + CA: Thu (pm) + Suit Up 
and Show Up: AA big book study group 
every Sat, noon « Youth Understandin, 
Youth: Up to 25 years, support and social 
Fup every Sat, 7-9pm; yuy@shaw.ca « 
omonspace: Board meeting 1st Sun every 
month, 10:30am-12:30pm + Education/ 
Support Group: em e a as 3rd Sun, 
2-4pm, every month; www.albertatrans.org + 
Men Talking with Pride: Sun 7pm; facilitator: 
Rob Wells robwells780@hotmail.com « HIV 
Sepa Group: 2nd Mon every month, 7pm 
+ Transgender, Transsexual, Intersex ani 
Questioning (TTTQ) Alliance; Support meet- 
ing 2nd Tue every month, 7:30pm « Trans- 
gender, Transsexual, Intersex and. Question- 
Ing. Education, advocacy and support for 
men, women and youth e Free short-term, 
solution-focused drop-in counseling: Wed, 
7-1opm « YouthSpace: drop-in for LGBTQ for 
youth up to 25; Tue-Sat, 3-7pm 


PRISM BAR 10524-101 St, 780.990.0038 + 
Wed: Free Pool; Karaoke, 9pm-midni at . 
Thu: Prism Pool League; 7-22:30pm + fri: 
Steak Nites; 5-9pm; DJ at 9:30pm 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 
10209-123 St, 780.482.1587 « Soul OUTing: 
an LGBT-focused alternative worship « 

and Sun every month, 7pm; worship Sun, 
ne i people of all sexual orientations 
welcome. A LGBT monthly book club and 
film night. E: jravenscroft@rwuc.org 


ST PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 
Ave, 780.436.1555 + People of all sera 
orientations are welcome + Every Sun 
(10am worship) 


WOMONSPACE 780.482.1794, pe 
onspace.ca, womonspace: ail.com +A 
Non-profit PER ip aera for 
Edmonton and surrounding area. Monthly 
activities, newsletter, reduced rates in- 
cluded with membership. Confidentiality 
assured + Hellenic Hall, 10450-116 St 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave, 780.488.6557 « 
Karaoke with Nathan: Mon 8pm + Martini 
Mondays; 3pm + You Don't Know Game 
Show wii atrick and Nathan; Thu 9pm + 
Long Island Iced Tea; Thu 3pm + Karaoke 
with Morgan; Wed 7pm - Karaoke with 
Kevin; Sun 8pm 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH 
www.yuyedm.ca « Meets every Sat, 7-9pm 
+ Contact Scott for info email: info@ 
yuyedm.ca, T: 780-248-1971 


EDMONTON FLYING CLUB OPEN 
HOUSE Bldg 28, 49 Airport Rd, 780.454.4532 
= Opportunity for people to learn more 
about flight training and the operations 
that occur at the City Centre Airport. Air- 
crafts on display, instructors to talk to, and 
a barbecue « July 4, 12-2pm + Free; www. 
edmontonflyingclub.com 


FEAST OF FOOLS Sutton Place Hotel, 10235- 
101 St + Fundraiser for the Street Performers 
Festival « Thu, July 2, 6:30pm $75 (inclludes 
feast, drinks and a variety show, a preview 

of the StreetFest, and a silent auction) at 
780.425.5162, www.edmontonstreetfest.com 


HIGH TEA IN THE GARDEN Devonian 
Botanic Garden, 780.987.3054 « Tea and 
goodies in the garden July 5 


IHRA ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL 
Castrol Raceway, 780.468.3278 + The fifth 
of 10 races on the 2009 Beira de tour 
featurin Mee pocecora classes of 
racing, Top Fuel, Pro Modified and Pro 
Stock with sportsman competitors capped 
off by the annual Saturday “Night of Fire 
+ July 3-5 

MAKE A NOIZEN Naked Cyber Café, 
10354 Jasper Ave + Poetry,music and art 
Agaperaygunexperiment and assorted 
guests will be p aying. A fundraiser for 
noizen of the world, a play at the Edmon- 
ton Fringe Festival « fay 10 « $5 (door) 


SIERRA LEONE HEALTH CENTRE Bel- 
vedere Community League, 13223-62 St 
Fundraiser dinner dance presented by the 
Tamaraneh Society for Community De- 
velopment with the Sinkunia Community 
Development Organization « Sat, July 18 + 
$35; funds to build a Health Centre in the 
Romano Village in Sierra Leon 


SOURDOUGH RIVER FESTIVAL Terwil- 


BLACK DO 


i « 3rd and 4th Sat, legar, www.sourdoughraftraceassociation. 
COMEDY gs pers 2 fee fen er)/$i0 ae 80.406.0235 + fant races, pancake 
membership) « Pre-register breakfast, music, and displays « July 11-12 
CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, “+ 
780.481.98: * YUK YUKS Presents Allyson MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB STREET PERFORMERS FESTIVi ir 
Smith unt uly 4 « YUK YUKS Presents www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm « Winston Churchill Sq, www.edmonton- 
Marcus Beaubicr and Kristeen von Hagen; Recreational/competitive swimming. So- streetfest.com - Featuring street sae Tay 
luly 9-11 « YUK YUKS Presents Lawrence cializing after practices « Every Tue, Thu ers, interactive comedy characters, kids 
i July 16-18 + Shows start at ¥ NIGHTCLUB &: activities, live music and more « July 3-12 
PLA’ 10220-103 St, www. 
Sat ae Ee ri eal Jaynightelub.ca « Open Thu, Fri, Sat « TASTE OF EDMONTON Churchill 
2 Tne first bar for the queer community to Square + July Bat iam-11pm * $27 (for 
COMEDY FACTORY Gateway Enter- open in a decade with DJs Alexx Brown 30 tickets; available until July 16)/$30 (per 
tainment Centre, 34 Ave, Calgary Trail + and Eddie Toonflash sheet) at TIX on the Square , 
music // 61 
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LGBT >> THE GAY A 


Let's get proactive 


jonton columnist Tamara Gorzal- : 
of town so recent Pride Award- 


ka is 
winner Bethany Padfield is filling in 
this week. 


The last few months have been 
interesting ones for the queer 
community, or really anyone 
interested in diversity and 
equal rights in Alberta. From 
the delisting of gender reassign- 
ment surgery (GRS) to the passing 
of Bill 44 and the now-deleted state- 


ment$'made by Doug Elniski on his Twitter : 
account and blog there has been increased : 


focus on Alberta's queers. 


These issues caught most of us by sur- = 
prise. The Conservatives are generally : 
happy to ignore queers, while simultane- : 
ously managing to radiate a certain dis- : 
dain for our community. When they actu- : 
ally do something that directly affects us, : 
we're usually left scrambling to organize : 
a response, and it's a complicated process : 


for the community. 


doing these kinds of actions with : 
such a rag-tag team tends to make ‘ 
things tough to navigate. This lack of of- : 
ficial groups, combined with the dispersal : 
of people after rallying incidents, results in ; 
: there not being any real political direction : 
: list, nor does the order imply importance; 

Why don't we have political direction? : 
Because all we do in Edmonton and Al- : 
berta is respond when the situation be- : 
comes bad enough to warrant it. There : 
is a general feeling in this province that : 
if we just behave like "good little queers" : 
everything will eventually work out. We : 


: don't seem to want to do anything that 
: would appear to confirm the idea that 
: we are, in fact, scary homos who will 
each time. After contacting all the support- : 
: ers we can think of, we organize a rally or : 
demonstration, issue press releases, give : 
interviews, poster up the city and : 
do everything to increase aware- : 
ness on the issue. Regardless : 
of who responds, we call our- : 
selves representatives of the : 
Edmonton queer community. It : 
sounds official, but it isn't, and : 


fight for and demand our rights as equal 
citizens. We don't want people to think 
that—dare | say it—we have an agenda! 

It's time for this situation to change. We 
need to realize that as equal citizens we 
have access to the same rights, privileges 
and freedoms as other Albertans. The re- 
ality, however, is that we don't have equal 
access, so something needs to be done, 


: need to be dealt with. Allowing for more 
: than two people to have parental rights 


: needs to become a viable option. The fact 


: that in a lot of adoption situations, a queer 


: child by applying as a single person than 
= as a same-sex couple is unacceptable. It’s 
‘ also an issue that queer people are more 
: likely to get the “undesirable children” if 
: they are allowed to adopt—of course the 
> fact that we label some children as unde- 
: sirable is another problem altogether. 


and it needs to be done by us. It's time : 
= of GRS is certainly a huge issue, but by no 


to reclaim the gay agenda, part of which 
should involve making it a more inclusive 
queer agenda, and proudly give ourselves 
a proactive direction in which to proceed. 

Here's my suggested start to a queer 
agenda. It's by no means an exhaustive 


I'm simply listing some of the concerns 
around these very complex issues. 
Parental rights. In a society that views 
genetics as the most important factor in 
determining parental rights, queer people 
have something to be worried about. The 
issues around second-parent adoption 


Transidentified Persons. The de-listing 


= The one positive of Bill 44 is that it finally 
3 wrote in sexual orientation as a protected 
: right, something that should have been 
2 done 11 years ago. Why didn't we take this 
= opportunity to help our fellow citizens 
: and make Alberta write in protection for 
: transidentified people? This could have 
: been a time when Alberta went from be- 
: ing far behind the rest of the country to 
: actually leading the way. | ask my fellow 
: queer and not-narrow friends, why are we 
: knowingly and willingly leaving behind a 


ASSIFIEDS 


Cl FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2889 


OR EMAIL LISTINGS@ VUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 3PM 


PULL DEEL LT LOC ETC CELE OCLC CCT UCUC CUCL UCC ELEC CCL 


BIGGEST HEALTH 
DISCOVERY IN 
20 YEARS! 


This patented product 
will be the next 


BILLION DOLLAR GIANT! 


Great opportunity to improve 
your health and wealth! 


For more info call Ken 


780-454-6971 


www,.maxtrax4u.com/kenneths 


EDUCATIONAL 


Free Acting Classes 
sign up at freea 
Auditi dc 


ae 
PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE DOSTED SHO! 


ORDER 
FORM 


EXTRAS 

OBolding $4 

OCaps $4 Card# 
Ol Extra Line $4 Name 
DIBox Word Ad'$4 Address 
OSymbols $4 Pr 


62 // BACK 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume at 
10536 ~124 Street 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH 
ENGLISH: We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs 
around the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. 

Call for info pack 1.888.270.2941 


Drivers wanted: $1s+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. 
Looking for reliable, responsible person 

Ph 780.907.0570 


Become part of an elite group who make a significant 
contribution to the cultural landscape of Canacta. 


pie earn betwees $12 and S20 ptr 


* Great people ta 
Do a job that matters. 
We'll train you to make your voice heard and your 
words count on every stage in Canada 


Call Bev at 780.409.9111 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 780.221.3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 
Guitarist. Educator 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


OLD STRATHCONA YOUTH SOCIETY IS LOOK- 
ING FOR DONATIONS OF MEN'S AND BOY'S 


CLOTHING, AS WELL AS ART AND MUSIC SUP- 
PLIES. 780-496-5947 NKENNEDY@OSYS.CA 


CLASSIFIEDS Four Lines For $20 


FORM OF PAYMENT 
O cash O Check O VISA Gl Mastercard 


: Postal Code 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words 
FREE, providing the ad is non-profit. Ads of more 
than 20 words subject to regular price or cruel 
editing. Free ads must be submitted in writing, in 
person or by fax Free ads will run for four weeks, 
if you want to renew or cancel please phone Gle- 
nys at 780.426.1996/fax 780.426.2889/e-m office@ 
vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 St. 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


Allied Arts Council, Spruce Grove invites 
Alberta artists to submit a proposal as feature 
artist for a solo/group show at the Spruce 
Grove Art Gallery in 2010. Deadline: June 30. 
For more info call 780.962.0664 


Call to Artists — West Edmonton Skateboard 
Park Artwork Competition are requesting 

proposals for artworks depicting the skate- 
board culture, and will be installed at the 

West Edmonton Skateboard Park, Calling- 

wood District Park, 178 St, 69 Ave. Deadline 
July 31; T: 780.944.5450 E: susan.meunier@ 

edmonton.ca 


Whyte Avenue Art Walk: July 10-12, outdoor 
visual art festival is seeking volunteers to 
assist artists, report security concerns and 
provide orientation and promotion to the 
public. 1oam-spm daily (1/2 day shifts avail 
able). Youth volunteers welcome. Contact 
Kim at The Paint Spot 780.432.0240 or or 
info@paintspot.ca 


Heavy rock band seeks bass player. Songs 
written, demo available, pro gear a must, 
backing vocals an asset. No amateurs. Paul 
780.233.4269 


Wanted: experienced local bands to play live. 
Good opportunity to make money. All musi- 


cal styles welcome. call Veronica 780.690.1353 


Love Jasper National Park? Play guitar? 


Keys? Banjo? Fiddle? Join McCoy Simonson’s 


Rocky Mountain Outfit. E: McCoy at mc- 
coysimonson@soniclandscape.ca for info 


A working original top 40 trio requires a 
bass player. Looking for a professional with 
a marketable image. Serious inquires only. 

Call Roy at 780.418.2214 


Drummer and Bass player required for origi- 


WANT TO STOP SMOKING? NICOTINE ANONYMOUS 


MEETINGS: 7PM, EVERY WED, EBENEZER UNITED 


CHURCH HALL, 106 AVE, 163 ST. CONTACT GWYN 


780.443.3020 


: part of our community? Are we really fine 
: with sacrificing part of who we are, just 
: because this concession allows us to get 
: something positive for "most" of us? 

: person has a better chance of getting a : 
i their ban on gay men donating blood. | 
: find this especially annoying and amusing 
: given the ad campaigns that are used to 
+ encourage Canadians to donate. | guess | 
= didn't read the small print on the “it's in 
: You to Give" ads, the part where it says 
: “unless you're a dude who has sex with 
: dudes,” in which case, it's just in you to 
: remain a second-class citizen. 

= means is it the only one for trans people. : 


Canadian Blood Services. Specifically 


Many queers have spent a lot of time and 


> energy trying to distance themselves from 
: the gay agenda and all that it apparently 
: implies, and that's unfortunate. We need to 
: get organized, we need to start being pro 

= active and we need to be OK with the fact 
: that we are different and not everyone is 
: going to lke who we are. Our difference is 
: what makes us strong, Let's get organized 
: and work together to make sure that ev- 
: eryone truly has the freedom to be who 
: they are and live how they want to live. It's 
? time to reclaim the queer agenda. W 


nal recording project. Infl: Beatles, Dylan 

Neil Young, Mark Knopfler, U2, Steve Earle 
South-side rehearsal space, equipment on 
site. Byron Old School Sound: 780.297.7289 


WANTED: JAMMERS for open public 
monthly jam on the second Sunday of the 
month at 9119-128A Ave. Rock, country & old 
time music. Ph, 780.973.5593, randyglen@ 
JumpUpDj.com 


HELP SUPPORT THE YOUTH EMERGEN- 


CY SHELTER SOCIETY-PROGRAMS FOR } 
YOUTH 780.468.7070; YESS.ORG 


WE'RE HIRING 


Public Outreach, Canada’s leader in face-to-face 
fundraising, is currently hiring its fall staff. Our 
fundraisers spread awareness and raise funds 
for a select group of non profits. 


« $12/h, guaranteed wage 


e Flexible hours 
¢ Travel and advancement opportunities 
¢ Perks such as daily coffee and treats 
* Friendly, socially conscious co-workers 


* A fun, dynamic, and inspiring work environment 


Work to make a difference today! 


www.publicoutreach.ca 


edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 


780-436-9896 


TOTAL 
Lines 
Extras 
Subtotal 
GST 5% 
TOTAL 


Phone 780.426.1996 from 9am to 5pm Mon-Fri « Email rob@vueweekly.com * Stop by 10303-108 St. Edmonton 
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Print your ad here: 


out as frienc ; 
good friends. One hight we were kind 


of drunk and we kissed and then agreed : 


that we didn't like each other that way. ; let me get schoolmarmish on you for a 


And then we did it again! So after that we : sec and say that oral sex is sex, so what 


had sex and it was good and | thought, : he doesn't feel "right" about is inter- 


"OK, so Dave and | are going out." We said : 


the “l love yous” and then a few weeks lat- : again and just say: run, run for your life! 


er he said there was something stopping : 
him from doing it with me anymore but : manis criminally insane" bell with me. He 
he didn't know what, it just felt wrong. : doesn't. He does sound broken, though, : 
in a way which is common, moderately : 


; inexplicable and tedious, and if you keep 


But he still wants to hang out and maybe : 


have oral sex or something sometimes, 


Gay Sugar Daddy 
Seeks companion for fun and friendship| 


Ps leave message at 780.628.5844 
Must be 18-25, slim and clean cut 


Jackie James - SeXXXy Upscale Companion 
Beautiful Petite Brunette COUGAR 
Sft - 90 lbs ~ Tight Tanned & Toned 
780.887.4989 lic 83533630-001 


#1 Adult Massage 
Welcoming New Clients 
780.452.7440 
71910 - 127 Ave. 
www.northsidestudio.biz 


ALL HOT SEXY BABES 
Try it FREE! 18+ 
780.665.0808 
403.313.3330 


STEAMWORKS GAY & BI MENS BATHHOUSE 24/7 
T1745 JASPER AVE. 780.451.5554 
WWW.STEAMWORKSEDMONTON.COM 


100S OF HOT LOCAL SINGLES 
It's FREE to try! 18+ 
780.669.2323 
403.770.0990 


All} lavalifé VOICE 


we had sex and then he changed 
his mind again. So what is go- 


from having a relationship 
with me? 

Love, Flummoxed 

Dear Flum: 


we have to get our terminology right, so 


Oh, it's not that he rings some "that 


s broken don't fix it 


: just not sex, or being officially in a relo- ; messing around with him and trying to fix : 
tionship. Then he changed his mind and 


: law school, they named the "reasonable : 
= man” who is posited in many contracts law 


: hypotheticals "Dave" So Dave remains for : 
: me the perfect fillin-the-blank name, for 
: reasonable and unreasonable men alike, like : 


: to adequately explain this, leaving you to = that heis too damaged to follow through 
; assume that he does not want to have : t 
Here's where | admit that, while dating = intercourse with you, he has some sort 
: advice is ostensibly part of my job and it's : of intimacy issues. The act of intercourse, : 
: my responsibility to keep up, | never could c generally considered pretty intimate, : 
: bring myself to read either The Rules or : tweaks these. Perhaps he was poorly : 
: He's Just Not That Into You. You don't have : 


: to, either, since you had the good sense 


: to write to me instead of spending a lot : 
If we're going to talk about this at all : of money on gimmicky books. Here's the : develop the sense of trust necessary to 


$ Secret, the nugget, the important truth : 
: buried under all the trendy exhortations 
: to wait so many days before retuming a 


: phone call, or never to make excuses for : 
course. And then let me turn Andrea-ish : a person of interest's caddish behaviour: it 
: does not matter why someone does not 
: behave toward you the way you would like 
+ him to; it only matters that he doesn't. 


Way back when my friends were all in : thinking of him as wounded and won- : teem and joie de vivre until you don't have 


: dering what happened to the poor lamb : any. And you'll need those later. 


: and how it could be remedied, you have : Love, Andrea 


: treated in a previous relationship and : ductivist, somewhat insultingly simple- 


: fears a repeat. Maybe he was poorly par- : 


: Started making excuses for his wretched 


behaviour toward you. Unless you are 


: both under, say, 19 (that’s majority olus 
: So: unless your Dave finds intercourse : 

: him you will get, if not broken yourself, : physically uncomfortable and has failed : 
: certainly hurt. Why not do that, while : 


5 you still have a choice? 
ing on with him? What kind of : 


things could be stopping him : 


One grace year | extend grudgingly¥he 
has no business Starting things with you 


on. As an adult, it's his responsibility to 


: know what he is capable of and what he 


at he 


: needs to work on before he's in any posi- 


tion to promise anything 
"He's just not that inte you" may be re- 


: minded, and insufficiently inclusive (what 
: ented, and thus has never been able to : about shy guys who are that into you but 


: too paralyzed with fear to call yet?), but 


: let down his guard and be truly intimate : the core concept is very useful ifyourited 


: with you. Perhaps he has "performed" (I ; to wheedle, support, excuse or manipu- 
: hate this concept, term and usage, but : late a guy into giving you what you want 
: it's kind of unavoidable) poorly in the : he doesn't really want to give it. It doesn't 
: past and been jeered at or dumped for : matter why. It doesn't matter what you 


: it and fears a repeat . Perhaps he ... but, : 
: wait. What did | just say, above? 


None of it matters. As soon as you start : will gradually grind away at your self-es- 


: do. And offering yourself to him on terms 
: which you find essentially unsatisfactory 


#1 SEXIEST CHAT! 
Call now! FREE to try! 18+ 
780.665.6565 
403.313.3311 


Hot Local Singles! 
Call NOW 780-229-0655 


and enjoy hours of private talk! 


The HOTTEST local singles! 
Try it FREE 
CALL NOW! 
780-229-0660 


QW icvalite 
VOICE 


18. 


Stress Release for 
the Tensed Male 
Hot Olf Body 


‘al 
(360) 637-0297 


~ Ploase no texts 
_ or private calls 


THE HOTTEST 
LOCAL SINGLES! 


re 


EDMONTON 


780-229-0660 


CALL NOW! 


nightexchange.com 
Thy our BOD member. 1 -GOO-S2E-1 127 ak SSO7I0 mie, 


VOLUNTEER 
VOLUNTEER-FREEWILL SHAKESPEARE 
FESTIVAL, runs until July 26, outdoor 

theatre for Front-of-House during this 

summer's productions of Titus Andronicus 
and Comedy of Errors. Info: Cassandra at 
780.425.8086, volunteer@freewillshake- 

speare.com 


Volunteers Needed for the Great White 
North Triathlon. Positions available as mar- 
shals for the bike and run course, transition, 
lifeguards, water stations, security, medical, 
media liaison etc. T; 780.478.1388 or E: lwil- 

liam@telus.net 


The Support Network: Volunteer today to be a 
Distress Line Listener. Apply on line at: www. 
thesupportnetwork.com or call 780.732.6648 


Have you been affected by another person's sexual 
behaviour? S-Anon is a 12-Step fellowship for the 
family members and friends of sex addicts. Call 
780.988.44n1 for Edmonton area meeting locations 
and information, or visit www.sanon.org 


NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS HELP LINE 24 
Hours a Day-7 Days 2 Week If you want to 


stop using, we can help 


Local: 780.421.4429 
Toll free: 1.877.463.3537 


EDMONTON 


780-229-0655 


EDMONTON 403-351-0611 


sacar le, 


Real people + Explicit chat 


‘TOmerier charges ema ape. 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edrnonton (www-sace.ab.ca) provides cri- 
sis intervention, info, counseling, public education. 
T; 780.423.4102/F: 780.421.8734/E: info@sace.ab,ca; 

wwwsaceab.ca/24 Hour Crisis Line: 780.423.4121 


Canadian Mental Health Association, www. 
cmha-edmonton.ab.ca Education Program 
offer workshops to give skills to intervene with 
people who may be at risk for suicide. Follow 
the links to ASIST or call 780.414.6300 

< 


Are you an International Medical Graduate 
seeking licensure? The Alberta International 
Medical Graduates Association is here to help. 
Support, study groups, volunteer opportunities 
all while creating change for tomorrow. www. 
aimga.ca 


Jewish Family Services Edmonton/TASIS 
(Transforming Acculturative Stress Into Suc- 
cess): A free program aimed at minimizing 
culture shock and displacement for trained 
professional immigrant women T; Svetlana 
780.454.1194; E: community@jfse.org 


HAD ENOUGH? 


COCAINE ANONYMOUS 780.425.2715 


Tate wanna Gao, 


TRY IT 


FREE 


SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FOOD BANK 
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LOCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 |. 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/S24*) 
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